
BUF Writing Panel   

Reflections from 1st grade 
Sara Robles  

SD U-46 



Background Knowledge 
(field trip en español) 

Oracy 
(sort with sentence frame)  

Writing 
-class book 

-narratives from field trip) 

…world communities can be compared and contrasted  
…authors use details to support various purposes  

Integration of Content and Literacy 

Robles, 2015 



Reading 
Focus on story elements (fiction) 

Main idea/supporting details (non fiction) 

Comparative work 
(using visual organizers)  

Interactive sort  
Supporting idea or no? 

Robles, 2015 



Word work/Fluency 
-dictado, shared writing analysis  

Word study foci:  
-word families, soft/hard C syllables 

-synonyms/antonyms  
-diminuitives  

Robles, 2015 



Extended Writing 
Modeled and independent comparative report 

Bridge 
 

Robles, 2015 



Challenges 

Getting started… 

..and being a perfectionist 
 



Revisiting Premise 3 
Deepening understanding of  how each 

language works 
  

CARLA Reading Recovery 
en español  

Teaching for Biliteracy 



Revisiting Premise 1 
Constantly Seeking to Improve Academic Spanish  
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!

September 
 

What Does It Mean to Be a Good 
Citizen of a Classroom Community? 
• Procedures, Routines 
• Rules, Hopes & Dreams 

 

 

!

January/February 
 

How Do Living Things Change Over Time? 
What Characterizes Interactions 
Between Living Things and Their 

Environments?  
 

• Weather/Seasons: Winter 
• Winter Trees 

Field Trip: Maple Tapping (March) 
• Animals in Winter/Adaptations 

Field Trip: Brookfield Zoo/Bears Workshop 
 

!

How Are We Connected with Others? 
• Celebrations & Traditions of 

Others/Similarities & Differences 
• Empathy (Second Step: Jan) 

!

October 
 

What Makes People Unique? 
How Do Living Things Change Over Time? 

• Self/All About Me (How I Have Grown) 
 

How Do We Learn About and  
Describe the World Around Us? 

• Counting, Comparing Measurable 
Attributes, Sorting/Classifying 
(Apples/Pumpkins) 
Field Trip: Apple Orchard 

 
 

What Does It Mean to Be a Good 
Citizen of a Classroom Community? 
• Skills for Learning  

(Second Step: Sept/Oct) 
 

How Do We Learn About the 
World Around Us (Tools)? 

• Using the Five Senses 
• Field Trip: Kohl Child Museum/Workshop (Sept) 

February/March 
 

How Are We Connected with Others? 
• Friendship 

Field Trip: Theater/Elephant & Piggie (Feb) 

 

What Characterizes Interactions 
Between Living Things and Their 

Environments? 
 

• Animals in Earth’s Regions/ 
Adaptations 

 
How Are We Connected with Others? 
• Emotion Management  

(Second Step: Feb/March) 

November 
How Do Living Things Change Over Time? 

What Characterizes Interactions 
Between Living Things and Their 

Environments?  
• Weather/Seasons: Fall 
• Fall Trees  

Field Trip: Arboretum/Guided Tour 
 

How Do We Learn About and Describe 
the World Around Us? 

• Counting, Comparing Measurable 
Attributes, Sorting/Classifying  
(Fall Leaves) 

 
  

What Makes People Unique? 
• Others/Similarities & Differences!
• Feelings (Second Step: Nov/Dec)!
!

How Do Living Things Change Over Time 
• Tree Life Cycles 
 

How Do We Learn About and  
Describe the World Around Us? 

• Counting, Comparing Measurable 
Attributes, Sorting/Classifying 
(Other Food From Trees, Seeds) 

April 
How Do Living Things Change Over Time? 

What Characterizes Interactions Between 
Living Things and Their Environments?  

 

• Weather/Seasons: Spring 
• Spring Trees 
• Conserving Natural Resources 

(Wood/Paper) 
Field Trip: Kohl Child Museum/Reuse It Wrkshp 

 

 

How Are We Connected with Others? 
 

• Problem Solving Between Friends 
(Second Step: April/May) 

December/January 
 

How Are We Connected with Others? 
• Family 
• Our Celebrations & Traditions 

 
 

How Do We Learn About and 
Describe the World Around Us? 

• Counting, Comparing Numbers,  
Composing/Decomposing Numbers, 
Sorting/Classifying (Family) 
Field Trip: Theater/Goldilocks & 3 Bears (Dec) 

 
 

 
What Characterizes Interactions 
Between Living Things and Their 

Environments?  
• Animals in Fall/Preparing for Winter 

May/June 
What Characterizes Interactions 

Between People in a Community? 
• School/Neighborhood Community 
• Community Workers 
• Needs and Wants 
 

How Do We Learn About and 
Describe the World Around Us? 

• Describing shape and location 

 
 

How Do Living Things Change Over Time? 
What Characterizes Interactions 
Between Living Things and Their 

Environments?  
 

• Animal Babies/Life Cycles 

!

How Do We Learn About and 
Describe the World Around Us? 

• Five Senses 
• Learning a/b Reading & Writing 
• Learning a/b Counting 

What Does It Mean to Be a Good 
Citizen of a Classroom Community? 

 

• Review/Create Charts for  
Procedures, Routines 

• Review/Create Charts for Rules 
 

 



Year Long Map 

Robles, 2015 

Part 1 (left side)…continued on next slide  



Part 2 (right side)….continued  from previous slide Robles, 2015 



Next Steps  



Next Steps… 
 

 *Rewriting and adapting BUFs 
  -Next Gen standards  
  -Adaptations and improvements 

 
 
    *Consistent use of BUFS across grades and schools 

      -Support for all teachers to gain confidence 
        with BUF writing and use 

 


