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ABS Third Grade 
	Big Idea
	Content Area
	Month or Quarter

	Theme:  Environmental Impacts on Organisms

Big Idea: I want my students to understand that organisms are classified into different groups by common features and sustain life by adapting to their habitats.

	Science

Students who demonstrate understanding can:
3-PS2-1.Plan and conduct an investigation to provide evidence of the effects of balanced and unbalanced forces on the motion of an object. [Clarification Statement: Examples could include an unbalanced force on one side of a ball can make it start moving; and, balanced forces pushing on a box from both sides will not produce any motion at all.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment is limited to one variable at a time: number, size, or direction of forces. Assessment does not include quantitative force size, only qualitative and relative. Assessment is limited to gravity being addressed as a force that pulls objects down.]
3-PS2-2. Make observations and/or measurements of an object’s motion to provide evidence that a pattern can be used to predict future motion. [Clarification Statement: Examples of motion with a predictable pattern could include a child swinging in a swing, a ball rolling back and forth in a bowl, and two children on a see-saw.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not include technical terms such as period and frequency.]
3-PS2-3 Ask questions to determine cause and affect relationships of electric or magnetic interactions between two objects not in contact with each other. [Clarification Statement: Examples of an electric force could include the force on hair from an electrically charged balloon and the electrical forces between a charged rod and pieces of paper; examples of a magnetic force could include the force between two permanent magnets, the force between an electromagnet and steel paperclips, and the force exerted by one magnet versus the force exerted by two magnets. Examples of cause and effect relationships could include how the distance between objects affects strength of the force and how the orientation of magnets affects the direction of the magnetic force.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment is limited to forces produced by objects that can be manipulated by students, and electrical interactions are limited to static electricity.]
3-PS2-4 Define a simple design problem that can be solved by applying scientific ideas about magnets.* [Clarification Statement: Examples of problems could include constructing a latch to keep a door shut and creating a device to keep two moving objects from touching each other.]
	1st Quarter

	Theme:  Plant and Animal Structure

Big Idea: I want my students to understand that plants and animals have specialized structures and behaviors that allow them to obtain what is necessary to live.

	Science

Students who demonstrate understanding can:
3-LS2-1.Construct an argument that some animals form groups that help members survive.
3-LS4-1.Analyze and interpret data from fossils to provide evidence of the organisms and the environments in which they lived long ago. [Clarification Statement: Examples of data could include type, size, and distributions of fossil organisms. Examples of fossils and environments could include marine fossils found on dry land, tropical plant fossils found in Arctic areas, and fossils of extinct organisms.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not include identification of specific fossils or present plants and animals. Assessment is limited to major fossil types and relative ages.]
3-LS4-3.Construct an argument with evidence that in a particular habitat some organisms can survive well, some survive less well, and some cannot survive at all. [Clarification Statement: Examples of evidence could include needs and characteristics of the organisms and habitats involved. The organisms and their habitat make up a system in which the parts depend on each other.]
3-LS4-4. Make a claim about the merit of a solution to a problem caused when the environment changes and the types of plants and animals that live there may change.* [Clarification Statement: Examples of environmental changes could include changes in land characteristics, water distribution, temperature, food, and other organisms.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment is limited to a single environmental change. Assessment does not include the greenhouse effect or climate change.]

	2nd  Quarter

	Theme:  Interaction of Forces

Big Idea: I want my students to understand that forces make objects move in different ways.

	Science
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
3-LS1-1.Develop models to describe that organisms have unique and diverse life cycles but all have in common birth, growth, reproduction, and death. [Clarification Statement: Changes organisms go through during their life form a pattern.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment of plant life cycles is limited to those of flowering plants. Assessment does not include details of human reproduction.]
3-LS3-1.Analyze and interpret data to provide evidence that plants and animals have traits inherited from parents and that variation of these traits exists in a group of similar organisms. [Clarification Statement: Patterns are the similarities and differences in traits shared between offspring and their parents, or among siblings. Emphasis is on organisms other than humans.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment does not include genetic mechanisms of inheritance and prediction of traits. Assessment is limited to non-human examples.]
3-LS3-2. Use evidence to support the explanation that traits can be influenced by the environment. [Clarification Statement: Examples of the environment affecting a trait could include normally tall plants grown with insufficient water are stunted; and, a pet dog that is given too much food and little exercise may become overweight.]
3-LS4-2.Use evidence to construct an explanation for how the variations in characteristics among individuals of the same species may provide advantages in surviving, finding mates, and reproducing. [Clarification Statement: Examples of cause and effect relationships could be plants that have larger thorns than other plants may be less likely to be eaten by predators; and, animals that have better camouflage coloration than other animals may be more likely to survive and therefore more likely to leave offspring.]
	3rd Quarter

	Theme:  Weather, Climate and Impacts

Big Idea: I want my students to understand that the atmosphere has properties that can be observed and measured.

	Science
Students who demonstrate understanding can:
3-ESS2-1. Represent data in tables and graphical displays to describe typical weather conditions expected during a
particular season. [Clarification Statement: Examples of data could include average temperature, precipitation, and wind direction.] [Assessment Boundary: Assessment of graphical displays is limited to pictographs and bar graphs. Assessment does not include climate change.]
3-ESS2-2. Obtain and combine information to describe climates in different regions of the world.
3-ESS3-1. Make a claim about the merit of a design solution that reduces the impacts of a weather-related hazard.* [Clarification Statement: Examples of design solutions to weather-related hazards could include barriers to prevent flooding, wind resistant roofs, and lightning rods.]
	4th Quarter

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Theme: Geography

Big Idea: I want my students to understand that relationships among people, places and environment are influenced by geography.



	Social Studies
· Apply geography concepts and skills in the study of the relationship among people, places, and environments.
· Maps and Globes
· Name continents, oceans and hemispheres
· Define landforms 
· Valley, plain, coast, hill, mountain, peninsula, and continent
· Define bodies of water
· Bay, harbor, lake, river, ocean, gulf, sea
· Comprehends map reading terminology
· Keys, symbols, compass rose, coordinates, title, key, directions 
· Identifies the major terms of a map and globe
· Equator, prime meridian, latitude and longitude lines, and poles.
· Recognizes the globe is the most accurate representation of the earth.
· Differentiate types of maps.
· Identifies special purpose maps
· Physical, population, product, precipitation, political, road, historical, population density.

· Compare and Contrast the geography of global communities to Appleton, locating places and regions.
· Locates England and New England on a map.

· Japan
· Locates the four major islands of Japan on a map. 
· Describes the climate in northern and southern Japan.
· Names Appleton’s sister city in Japan (kanonji, on island of Shikoku).
· Compare and contrast geography of Japan to Appleton.
· Russia
· Locates the Rep. of Russia in the Commonwealth of Independent States.
· Describes the climate of Russia.
· Identify as belonging to both Asia and Europe (divided by the Ural Mts.)
· Name the Appleton’s sister city in Russia (Kurgan, just east of the Ural Mountain in Asia).
· Compare and contrast geography of Kurgan to Appleton
· Nicaragua
· Locates Nicaragua on a map of Central America.
· Describes that it belongs to Central America (part of South America)
· Name the Appleton’s sister city in Nicaragua (Chinandega, on the west side).
· Compare and contrast geography of Chinandega to Appleton

	1st Quarter

	Theme: History

Big Idea: I want my students to understand that events in the past and present influence the future.




	Social Studies
· Examines change and continuity over time in sister cities and the future
· Examines the sequence of events that led to the Pilgrim immigration.

· Explains the sequence of events that affected the survival of the Pilgrims during their first year at the Plymouth Community.

· Japan
· Explain how wars and peace times have affected our relationships with each other (i.e. Cold War, WWII/Pearl Harbor –present day)
· Describes how progress has been made for peaceful solutions (trading resumed)
· Determine the kind of community (rural, urban, suburban).
· Russia
· Explain how wars and peace times have affected our relationships with each other (i.e. WWII-present day).
· Describes how progress has been made peaceful solutions (trading resumed).
· Determine the kind of community (rural, urban, suburban).

· Examines the impact of current events in today’s world

· Nicaragua
· Identifies that Chinandega is an urban city.
· Current events
· Applies and uses skills of analysis and critical thinking when reading media news.
· Summarizes a news story.
· Explains how given news impacts their lives.
	!

	Theme:  Government and Citizenship

Big Idea: I want my students to understand that there are interdependent political systems with components that contribute to a whole.  
	Social Studies
· Describe the form of government and how it compares to that of the United States.
· Historic Community-Plymouth
· Describes the way government was initiated at the new community of Plymouth (i.e. the Mayflower Compact)
· Explain the similarities and differences of the community government of Plymouth and Appleton.

· Japan
· Names the leader of the country as the Prime Minister.
· Describes Japan’s government as a democracy with elected officials who make up the laws.
· Russia
· Names the leader of the country as a president.
· Describes Russia’s government as a new democracy with elected officials who make up the laws.

· Nicaragua
· Names the leader of the country as a president.
· Describes Nicaragua’s government as a democracy with elected officials who make up the laws.

· Current Events
· Explain current events and how it relates to our lives.




	3nd Quarter

	Theme: Economics

Big Idea: I want my students to understand that individuals, families, businesses, and governments make economic choices.
	Social Studies
· Apply concepts of productions, distribution, exchange and consumption of goods.

· Historic Community-Plymouth
· Describes how the Pilgrim paid off their debt to England (i.e. trading of furs).
· Describes how and why they traded with the Indians.
· Japan
· Identifies goods and/or services of Japan that are part of the global economy (i.e. food, electronics and autos).
· Examines trades between people and their physical environment  (i.e. farm products, seafood, arts and industry). 
· Identifies the yen as official monetary unit.
· Russia
· Identifies goods and/or services of Russia that are part of the global economy.
· Examines trades between people and their physical environment  (i.e. farm products, petroleum, paper and wood products, arts and industry). 
· Identifies the ruble as official monetary unit.
· Nicaragua
· Identifies goods and/or services of Nicaragua that are part of the global economy.
· Examines trades between people and their physical environment  (i.e. farm products, gold, silver, cooper, lead and iron)
· Identifies the Cordoba as official monetary unit.







	3st Quarter

	Theme: Behavioral Science

Big Idea: I want my students to understand that various factors contribute to an individual’s uniqueness and are essential to an understanding of self and others. 

	Social Studies
· Recognizes the interactions between and among people, groups and institutions in Nicaragua, Japan, Russia, and the historic community of Plymouth.

· Historic Community-Plymouth
· Identifies the contributions made by the Indians for the survival of the Pilgrims.
· Explain how the Indians formed a peace treaty with the Pilgrims.
· List the chores or responsibilities of children in 1620’s.
· Explain why the Pilgrims chose to leave both England and Holland (i.e. idea of Separatism, adventure and land).
· Describes the hardship of crossing the Atlantic Oceans and the living conditions on the Mayflower.
· Describes the hardship of crossing the Atlantic Oceans and the living conditions on the Mayflower.
· Describes the hardship that the Pilgrims experienced the first year (i.e. illnesses, building of a community, finding food, living conditions).
· Describes the reason for the First Thanksgiving (may include a simulation of the event).

· Japan
· Identifies the characteristics of schools and education.
· Identifies the characteristics of daily life.
· Identifies means of transportation, housing and employment.
· Identifies common foods and dress traditional to Japan.
· Identifies sports and recreational activities.
· Identifies common festivals and celebrations.
· Identifies folktales common to Japan.
· Identifies Japanese as the official language.
· Russia
· Identifies the characteristics of schools and education.
· Identifies the characteristics of daily life.
· Identifies means of transportation (train and bus), housing and employment.
· Identifies common foods and dress traditional to Russia.
· Identifies sports and recreational activities (soccer, football, hockey, gymnastics).
· Identifies common festivals and celebrations.
· Identifies folktales common to Russia.
· Identifies Russian as the official language.
· Nicaragua
· Identifies the characteristics of schools and education (3/4 primary age children go to school. Schools are crowded. Uniforms are worn. Students learn reading, writing, and arithmetic.)
· Identifies the characteristics of daily life (large families; many lack electricity and running water)
· Identifies means of transportation (walking), housing and employment (homes often made of wood, plastic bags or mud; most employment is farm related).
· Identifies common foods and dress traditional to Nicaragua (rice, salsa, tortillas, bananas, coffee).
· Identifies sports and recreational activities (baseball, boxing, soccer, bull fighting, volleyball and basketball).
· Identifies common festivals and celebrations (Independence Day from Spain, La Purisima). 
· Identifies Spanish as the official language.


	4st Quarter
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