Biliteracy Unit Framework Review

	Grade and Language:
	Name of BUF:


	Content Areas:
	Time of Year:

	
	Description
	Strengths
	Areas to improve

	Unit

Planning
	· Big ideas are written as general understandings and are anchored in standards.
· There is at least one literacy (or CCSS ELA) big idea for each unit.

· Academic language is identified at the word level (academic words), sentence level (language function), and discourse level (type of text).

· Content targets describe what students will be able to do.
· Language targets have been identified for each of the three linguistic spaces:

· Spanish

· The Bridge (Cross-linguistic)

· English
	
	

	Oracy and Background Knowledge
	· Planned activities develop oral academic language through the use of interactive, concrete activities that make the big idea come alive (ART, TPR, Fishbowl, Sorts, Field Trips, Videos, Experiments, Realia, etc.)
· The oracy strategy matches the big idea and language (as opposed to using the same strategy for every unit) 
· Students develop receptive language at the word, sentence and discourse level

· Students produce language at the word, sentence, and discourse level

· Enough detail is included in the descriptions so that they can be visualized and understood by a reader new to the grade-level or team.
	
	

	Comprehen-sion and 
Writing
	· Activities and strategies are focused on promoting comprehension of different types of texts, and one activity builds on the previous one in a carefully determined order.

· District texts, structures (CAFÉ, guided reading) and resources are used.  

· Comprehension and writing strategies are taught and applied within a context that is focused on the unit big ideas and standards.

· Students are provided with explicit modeling of reading and writing strategies that they then practice.
· Instruction is differentiated and fosters flexible grouping based on language proficiency level and literacy abilities
· Students have the opportunity to write “authentically” without prompts so as to demonstrate their developmental stage of writing.
	
	

	Word Study and Fluency 
	· Discrete skills (sílabas, acentos, spelling in English, etc.) are taught using words and texts that students already understand and are related to the unit theme and big idea.  

· The use of word study skills matches the internal structure of the language.

· The activity descriptions are detailed enough so as to be clear to the reader.
	
	

	The Bridge
	The Bridge description is divided into two parts:

1. How the bilingual visual is created (side-by side, illustration, picture, así se dice) and is student generated.
2. The metalinguistic focus on language (phonology, morphology, syntax and grammar, or language use) that comes from the cross-linguistic language target.
	
	

	Extension Activities
	· Extension activities focus on the four language domains in the other language (listening, speaking, reading and writing).  

Extension activities promote:

· Students application of the content learned in the other language 

· Extension and practice of the literacy big idea
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Formative Assessment
	Each element of the BUF includes formative assessment tools (checklists, rubrics, observations) that capture how students are learning.
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