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What	are	the	elements	of	the	
Bridge	and	metalinguistic	focus?

Defining	the	Bridge
Elements	of	the	Bridge

Contrastive	Analysis/Metalinguistic	
Focus



Bilinguals	who	learn	about	how	
their	languages	are	similar	and	
different	(in	other	words,	students	
with	high	levels	of	metalinguistic	
awareness)	achieve	higher	levels	
of	academic	achievement	in	both	
their	languages.		
Jimenez,	García,	and	Pearson,	1996,	Dressler	et	al,	

2011,	de	Jong	2011

The	Bridge	- for	academic	achievement



• Read	The	Bridge	and	Bridging,	p.	4
• Be	prepared	to	complete	this	sentence:

The	purpose	of	the	Bridge	is	two-fold.		
First,	_____.		Secondly,	_____

The	Bridge



The	purpose	of	the	Bridge	is	two-fold.		
First,	it	is	to	help	students	transfer	
academic	language	learned	in	one	
language	to	the	other	language.	
Secondly, it	is	to	engage	students	in	
contrastive	analysis	of	their	languages	by	
focusing	on	how	Spanish	and	English	are	
similar	and	different.

The	Bridge	– p.	134



When	the	Bridge	is	part	of	biliteracy	
instruction…
• There	is	less asking,	“What	
language	should	we	test	in?”
• There	is	less language	mixing	on	
the	part	of	BOTH	students	and	
teachers	(less leakage)
• There	is	less	asking,	“Which	is	more	
important	– language	or	content?”



When	the	Bridge	is	part	of	biliteracy	
instruction…
• There	is	more	fidelity	to	the	
programmatic	language	of	instruction
• There	is	more language	development	
on	the	part	of	the	students
• There	is	more	metalinguistic	
development	on	the	part	of	the	
students.
• There	is	more	collaboration	between	
teachers	in	two-teacher	models



The	Bridge	goes	both	ways	
• from	Spanish	to	English
• from	English	to	Spanish
The	Bridge	happens	at	the	end	of	
units	of	instruction,	in	all	the	
content	areas.

The	Bridge	- for	academic	achievement



Austin,	Texas

Bridge	Chart



The	purpose	of	the	Bridge	is	two-fold.		
First,	it	is	to	help	students	transfer	
academic	language	learned	in	one	
language	to	the	other	language.	
Secondly, it	is	to	engage	students	in	
contrastive	analysis	of	their	languages	by	
focusing	on	how	Spanish	and	English	are	
similar	and	different.

The	Bridge	– p.	134



A	Bridge	produces…

1. A	Bridge	anchor	chart	– a	
color	coded	visual	aid	
that	includes	both	
languages



Bridge	Anchor	chart



A	Bridge	produces…

1. A	Bridge	anchor	chart	– a	
color	coded	visual	aid	that	
includes	both	languages

2. A	metalinguistic	focus	anchor	
chart	– that	compares	and/or	
contrasts	elements	of	the	
two	languages



Bridge	Anchor	Chart



Metalinguistic	Anchor	Chart



Bridge	anchor	chart



Metalinguistic	anchor	chart



metalinguistic	analysis

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics

The	focus of	the	metalinguistic	
analysis	is	determined	by	
• The	needs	of	the	students
• The	words/phrases	in	the	Bridge
• State	standards
Start	with	what	is	the	same between	
the	languages,	and	then	move	to	
differences.	

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com



Your	turn:		
Is	it	a	Bridge	chart	or	a	
metalinguistic	chart?



Bridge	chart	
or	

metalinguistic	
chart?

Urow,	2014

Abby	Barajas,	2rd
grade

Reno,	NV



Urow,	2014
Veronica	DeLeon,	4th	

grade
Reno,	NV

Bridge	chart	
or	

metalinguistic	
chart?
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Bridge	chart	or	metalinguistic	
chart?



Bridge	chart	
or	

metalinguistic	
chart?



28

Bridge	chart	or	
metalinguistic	

chart?



Bridge	chart	or	
metalinguistic	

chart?



Elements	of	the	Bridge	
between	Languages



Elements	of	the	Bridge	between	
Language
• The	purpose	of	the	Bridge	is	what	
differentiates	it	from	a	simple	
translation	– the	focus	of	the	Bridge	
is	LANGUAGE,	rather	than	content.
• The	process	of	the	Bridge	is	what	
also	differentiates	it	from	a	simple	
translation	– the	process	is	student-
centered	and	interactive.





What	are	the	elements	(steps)	of	the	
Bridge?	Side-by-side
• Review	in	the	language	of	instruction
• Elicit	key	words/phrases/sentences	in	the	
language	of	instruction	from	students	
• Practice	the	terms	in	the	new	language
• The	Bridge	- Match	the	key	
words/phrases/sentences	to	the	other	
language
• Metalinguistic	focus	
• What	happens	tomorrow?		And	the	next	day?	



A	Bridge	in	Kinder

Video	will	be	available	at:
• www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com
–Videos
•Bridge	– A	Bridge	in	Kindergarten



Contrastive	Analysis/	
Metalinguistic	Focus



metalinguistic	analysis	p.	142

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com



metalinguistic	analysis

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics

The	focus of	the	metalinguistic	
analysis	is	determined	by	
• The	needs	of	the	students
• The	words/phrases	in	the	Bridge
• State	standards	(CCSS	– Language)
Start	with	what	is	the	same between	
the	languages,	and	then	move	to	
differences.	

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com







Phonology	- t

ten
(tener)		

ten
(10)						



metalinguistic	analysis	p.	142

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com







Metalinguistic	anchor	chart	-
phonology

l
los
la
alas
volar

l		/ll
legs
fly
caterpillar



metalinguistic	analysis	p.	142

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com







Cheryl	Urow,	
teachingforbiliteracy@gmail.
com,	2014	



Metalinguistic	anchor	chart:		
morphology

ia
sedimentaria
democracia
filosofía

y
sedimentary
democracy
philosophy



www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com



metalinguistic	analysis	p.	142

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com





Metalinguistic	anchor	chart	– syntax	
and	grammar

-s	
insectos
partes
antenas
patas

- s
insects
parts
antennas
legs



metalinguistic	analysis	p.	142

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com





Metalinguistic	chart:	pragmatics

the legs

las	patas

las	piernas



Metalinguistic	chart:	pragmatics

las	formas

the	shapes

the	forms



Metalinguistic	chart:	pragmatics

salir

to	emerge

to	hatch



Metalinguistic	chart:	pragmatics

los	padres

the	fathers

the	parents



Metalinguistic	chart:	pragmatics

ganar

to	win

to	earn



Three	types	of	Bridges

•Side	by	side	(p.135-6)



Three	types	of	Bridges

•Side	by	side	(p.135-6)
• Illustration	or	graph	(138-9)



Three	types	of	Bridges

•Side	by	side	(p.135-6)
• Illustration	or	graph	(138-9)



Three	types	of	Bridges

•Side	by	side	(p.135-6)
• Illustration	or	graph	(138-9)
•Así	se	dice	(p.	139)



Metalinguistic	chart	– Así se	dice	p.	
139	
Los	insectos	
tienen	un	
cuerpo	dividido	
en	tres	partes.



Three	types	of	Bridges

•Side	by	side	(p.135-6)
• Illustration	or	graph	(138-9)
•Así	se	dice	(p.	139)



The	Bridge	I	will	most	use	with	my	
students	is…

Illustration Side-by-side Así se	dice



syntax and 
grammar

phonology

pragmatics

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

morphology

The	area	of	metalinguistic	awareness	
that	I	will	focus	on	most	in	my	

classroom	is…



How	Long	Does	a	Bridge	Take?

1		lesson	
in	1	day



How	Long	Does	a	Bridge	Take?

30	minutes/day	
for	4	days



How	Long	Does	a	Bridge	Take?

2	lessons
in	2	classrooms



In	What	Direction	Does	the	Bridge	Go?

Spanish	to	English

English to Spanish



Evaluation	for	Thursday	

http://goo.gl/forms/LKEh8iBG2GcyHVdp1



Thursday	afternoon	sessions:
• Salon	A	- How	Spanish	Works	(en
español)	– Olga	Karwoski
• Salon	B	- What	the	Bridge	Looks	Like	
– Susan	Pryor	and	Melody	Wharton
• Salon	C	- Round	Table	for	
Administrators

•Dessert	at	1:15!!


