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Teaching	for	Biliteracy

A	Closer	Look	at	the	Bridge



Session	Objective

Participants	will:

• Define	the	Bridge	and	the	purpose	of	a	
Bridge

• Observe	the	steps	of	a	Bridge

• Identify	the	two	instructional	charts	
that	are	the	result	of	the	Bridge

Talmudic Style



Spanish

English
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Video	Debrief

• What	were	the	students	doing?

• What	was	the	teacher	doing?

• Where	did	the	words/concepts	come	from?

• What	was	the	focus?	What	were	students	
learning?



The	purpose	of	the	Bridge	is	two-fold.		
First,	it	is	to	help	students	transfer	
academic	language	learned	in	one	
language	to	the	other	language.	
Secondly, it	is	to	engage	students	in	
contrastive	analysis	of	their	languages	
by	focusing	on	how	Spanish	and	English	
are	similar	and	different.

The	Bridge	- Talmudic Style	Reading



Read	Bridging	and	the	Strategic	
Use	of	Two	Languages,	p.	134

The	Bridge





In	What	Direction	Does	the	Bridge	Go?

Spanish	to	English

English to Spanish
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How	Long	Does	a	Bridge	Take?

1		lesson	
in	1	day



How	Long	Does	a	Bridge	Take?

30	minutes/day	
for	4	days



The	Bridge	in	a	Two-Teacher	Model

2	lessons
in	2	classrooms



metalinguistic	analysis	p.	142

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics
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