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Content	Instruction

Concept	Attainment	and	Total	
Physical	Response

Fishbowl	
Say	Something

Language	Experience	
Approach

Experiments/	
Explorations

Dictado



Experience	a	Bridge	–
How	is	this	Bridge	similar	or	

different	
from	other	Bridges	you	have	

experienced	with	
Teaching	for	Biliteracy?



• la	roca	sedimentaría
• la	roca	metamórfica
• la	roca	ígnea
• sufre
• se	convierte
• el	calor
• la	presión
• el	ciclo
• la	erosión
• la	superficie	de	la	Tierra

• the sedimentary rock
• the metamorphic rock
• the igneous rock
• undergoes
• becomes
• the heat
• the pressure
• the cycle
• the erosion
• the Earth’s surface
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• la	superficie	de	la	Tierra • the Earth’s surface
• the surface of	the Earth



• la	superficie	de	la	Tierra

• la	bufanda	de	Karen

• the Earth’s surface
• the surface of	the Earth
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• la	superficie	de	la	Tierra

• la	bufanda	de	Karen

• the Earth’s surface
• the surface of	the Earth
• Karen’s scarf
• (the scarf of	Karen)



• El	museo	de	arte • The Art	Museum
• The Museum of	Art



Experience	a	Bridge	–
How	was	this	Bridge	similar	or	

different	
from	other	Bridges	you	have	

experienced	with	
Teaching	for	Biliteracy?



Bridge	constants
• Active	student	engagement	and	
participation
• Pre-planned	by	the	teacher
• Focused	on	language	– NOT	on	
refining	the	understanding	of	
content	area	CONCEPTS
• The	Bridge	is	not	a	simple	
translation



Elements	of	the	Bridge	between	
Language
• The	purpose	of	the	Bridge	is	what	
differentiates	it	from	a	simple	
translation	– the	focus	of	the	Bridge	
is	LANGUAGE,	rather	than	content.
• The	process	of	the	Bridge	is	what	
also	differentiates	it	from	a	simple	
translation	– the	process	is	student-
centered	and	interactive.



Elements	of	the	Bridge

What	does	a	Bridge	look	like?
How	long	does	a	Bridge	take?

How	do	you	implement	a	Bridge	in	
the	two-teacher	model?



In	today’s	
handout…

Work	with	
your	group	to	
identify	how	
we	did	each	of	
the	steps	1- 6



What	does	a	Bridge	look	like?



What	does	a	Bridge	look	like?



How	long	
would	this	
take	in	your	
classroom?

Quick	TPR	review

Students	worked	
together	to	come	up	
with	terms	about	
“what	we	learned”	

(Massaged	by	teacher)
Students	practice	TPR	
in	English	– oracy in	
the	other	language

How	long	
does	a	
Bridge	
take?



BOTH	
Spanish	and	
English	are	

used-
strategically	
– during	this	
step	of	the	
Bridge

Teacher	elicited	the	
English	terms	to	

match	to	the	Spanish	
terms	– added	to	

chart
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How	long	would	
this	take	in	your	
classroom?



Teacher	elicited	the	
English	terms	to	

match	to	the	Spanish	
terms	– added	to	

chart
Teacher	strategically	
highlights	a	similarity	
or	difference	between	

the	languages



Teacher	elicited	the	
English	terms	to	

match	to	the	Spanish	
terms	– added	to	

chart

The	Extension	in	
English	– not	
part	of	the	
Bridge…

Teacher	strategically	
highlights	a	similarity	
or	difference	between	

the	languages
Students	continue	to	
add	examples	of	the	
metalinguistic	focus	
– this	chart	becomes	

a	living	chart



Elements	of	the	Bridge

What	does	a	Bridge	look	like?
How	long	does	a	Bridge	take?

How	do	you	implement	a	Bridge	in	
the	two-teacher	model?



How	do	you	
implement	

the	Bridge	in	a	
two	teacher	
model?



How	do	you	
do	a	Bridge	
in	the	two-
teacher	
model?

Quick	TPR	review

Students	worked	
together	to	come	up	
with	terms	about	
“what	we	learned”	

(Massaged	by	teacher)
Students	practice	TPR	
in	English	– oracy in	
the	other	language



How	Long	Does	a	Bridge	Take?

Begins	in	1		lesson	
on	 1	day



How	Long	Does	a	Bridge	Take?

And	may	
continue	15-20	
minutes/day	
over	several	

days…depending



In	What	Direction	Does	the	Bridge	Go?

Spanish	to	English

English to Spanish



Define	the	Bridge
Why	implement	the	Bridge	between	

languages?



Bilinguals	who	learn	about	how	
their	languages	are	similar	and	
different	(in	other	words,	students	
with	high	levels	of	metalinguistic	
awareness)	achieve	higher	levels	
of	academic	achievement	in	both	
their	languages.		
Jimenez,	García,	and	Pearson,	1996,	Dressler	et	al,	

2011,	de	Jong	2011

The	Bridge	- for	academic	achievement



The	purpose	of	the	Bridge	is	two-fold.		
First,	it	is	to	help	students	transfer	
academic	language	learned	in	one	
language	to	the	other	language.	
Secondly, it	is	to	engage	students	in	
contrastive	analysis	of	their	languages	by	
focusing	on	how	Spanish	and	English	are	
similar	and	different.

The	Bridge	– p.	134



When	the	Bridge	is	part	of	biliteracy	
instruction…
• There	is	less	asking,	“Which	is	more	
important	– language	or	content?”
• There	is	less language	mixing	on	the	
part	of	BOTH	students	and	teachers	
(less leakage)
• There	is	less	asking,	“What	language	
should	we	test	in?”



When	the	Bridge	is	part	of	biliteracy	
instruction…
• There	is	more	fidelity	to	the	
programmatic	language	of	instruction
• There	is	more language	development	
on	the	part	of	the	students
• There	is	more	metalinguistic	
development	on	the	part	of	the	
students.
• There	is	more	collaboration	between	
teachers	in	two-teacher	models



The	Bridge	goes	both	ways	
• from	Spanish	to	English
• from	English	to	Spanish
The	Bridge	happens	at	the	end	of	
units	of	instruction,	in	all	the	
content	areas.

The	Bridge	- for	academic	achievement



Austin,	Texas

Bridge	Chart
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Erin,	3rd	
Austin,	Texas

Bridge	Chart



The	purpose	of	the	Bridge	is	two-fold.		
First,	it	is	to	help	students	transfer	
academic	language	learned	in	one	
language	to	the	other	language.	
Secondly, it	is	to	engage	students	in	
contrastive	analysis	of	their	languages	by	
focusing	on	how	Spanish	and	English	are	
similar	and	different.

The	Bridge	– p.	134



A	Bridge	produces…

1. A	Bridge	anchor	chart	– a	
color	coded	visual	aid	
that	includes	both	
languages



Bridge	Anchor	chart



A	Bridge	produces…

1. A	Bridge	anchor	chart	– a	
color	coded	visual	aid	that	
includes	both	languages

2. A	metalinguistic	focus	anchor	
chart	– that	compares	and/or	
contrasts	elements	of	the	
two	languages



Bridge	Anchor	Chart



Metalinguistic	Anchor	Chart



metalinguistic	analysis

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics

The	focus of	the	metalinguistic	
analysis	is	determined	by	
• The	needs	of	the	students
• The	words/phrases	in	the	Bridge
• State	standards
Start	with	what	is	the	same between	
the	languages,	and	then	move	to	
differences.	

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com



Contrastive	Analysis	
Metalinguistic	Focus



metalinguistic	analysis	p.	142

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com



metalinguistic	analysis

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics

The	focus of	the	metalinguistic	
analysis	is	determined	by	
• The	words/phrases	in	the	Bridge
• The	needs	of	the	students
• State	standards	(CCSS	– Language)
Start	with	what	is	the	same between	
the	languages,	and	then	move	to	
differences.	

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com







There	must	be	at	least	one	
example	of	the	metalinguistic	focus	

in	the	Bridge

Fourth	Grade	



Would	word	
order	

(adjective	
noun)	be	a	

good	
metalinguistic	
focus	for	this	

Bridge?



syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

These	can	be	very	
abstract…so	we	start	with	
what	students	know	...	
the	words	in	the	Bridge

Fourth	Grade	



Fourth	Grade	



Kindergarten



• la	roca	sedimentaría
• la	roca	metamórfica
• la	roca	ígnea
• sufre
• se	convierte
• el	calor
• la	presión
• el	ciclo
• la	erosión
• la	superficie	de	la	Tierra

• the sedimentary rock
• the metamorphic rock
• the igneous rock
• undergoes
• becomes
• the heat
• the pressure
• the cycle
• the erosion
• the Earth’s surface

If	this	is	the	Bridge…



• la	superficie	de	la	Tierra • the Earth’s surface
• the surface of	the Earth

Then	this	is	one	possible	
metalinguistic	chart



metalinguistic	analysis

•While	we	are	going	to	look	at	many	
possible	areas	of	metalinguistic	focus	
for	this	one	Bridge,	in	the	classroom	–
the	students	will	only	experience	ONE	
area	of	metalinguistic	focus	per	
Bridge.
• This	is	important	because…

Wharton,	Center	for	Teaching	for	Biliteracy,	2017



metalinguistic	analysis

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics

The	focus of	the	metalinguistic	
analysis	is	determined	by	
• The	words/phrases	in	the	Bridge
• The	needs	of	the	students
• State	standards	(CCSS	– Language)
Start	with	what	is	the	same between	
the	languages,	and	then	move	to	
differences.	

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com



metalinguistic	analysis	p.	142

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com



Metalinguistic	anchor	chart	-
phonology

f
metamorfica

ph
metamorphic



metalinguistic	analysis	p.	142

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com





Metalinguistic	anchor	chart:		
morphology

ia
sedimentaria

y
sedimentary



metalinguistic	analysis	p.	142

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com



Metalinguistic	chart

sustantivo-
adjetivo

roca	
sedimentaria

adjective-
noun

sedimentary	
rock



metalinguistic	analysis	p.	142

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com



• la	roca	sedimentaría
• la	roca	metamórfica
• la	roca	ígnea
• sufre
• se	convierte
• el	calor
• la	presión
• el	ciclo
• la	erosión
• la	superficie	de	la	Tierra

• the sedimentary rock
• the metamorphic rock
• the igneous rock
• undergoes
• becomes
• the heat
• the pressure
• the cycle
• the erosion
• the Earth’s surface



• sufre

• los	padres

• las	patas
• las	piernas

• suffers
• undergoes

• the parents
• the fathers

• the legs



Three	types	of	Bridges

•Side	by	side	(p.135-6)



Three	types	of	Bridges

•Side	by	side	(p.135-6)
• Illustration	or	graph	(138-9)



Three	types	of	Bridges
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Three	types	of	Bridges

•Side	by	side	(p.135-6)
• Illustration	or	graph	(138-9)
•Así	se	dice	(p.	139)



The	Bridge	I	will	most	use	with	my	
students	is…

Illustration Side-by-side Así se	dice



syntax and 
grammar

phonology

pragmatics

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

morphology

The	area	of	metalinguistic	awareness	
that	I	will	focus	on	most	in	my	

classroom	is…


