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How	does	instruction	match	the	
internal	structure	of	the	
language?
• Reading	and	Writing
•Word	Study	and	Fluency	in	
Spanish:		The	Dictado and	Other	
Authentic	Strategies



• Spanish	in	the	U.S.	is	a	minority	
language	within	a	majority	culture
• Students	use	all	the	languages	in	
their	linguistic	repertoire	to	develop	
biliteracy
• Spanish	and	English	are	each	
governed	by	different	linguistic	rules	
and	cultural	norms

Teaching	for	biliteracy	is	different	than	teaching	
for	monoliteracy because



Spanish	and	English	are	governed	by	
distinct	linguistic	rules	and	cultural	
norms.	
• Spanish and	English are	distinct	
at	the	word level
• Spanish and	English are	distinct	
at	the	discourse level	





Sílabas



Spanish	and	English	are	governed	by	
distinct	linguistic	rules	and	cultural	norms.	
• Spanish and	English are	distinct	at	the	word
level
• Spanish and	English are	distinct	at	the	
discourse level	
• Read	beginning	about	halfway	down	the	page	
on	p.	11:		Teachers	can	also… - read	through	
bottom	of	p.	13
• Be	prepared	to	share:		One	confirmation;	one	
new	learning



Language	is	identity	– cultural	norms

Our	language	is	the	reflection	of	
ourselves.	

- Cesar	Chavez



Spanish and	English are	distinct	at	the	
discourse	level	– top	of	p.	102

• fewer	sentences
• longer	sentences
• more	“run-on”	sentences
• more	repetition	and	rephrasing
• little	use	of	enumeration
• more	derivations	from	main	themes



Spanish and	English are	distinct	at	the	
discourse	level	– top	of	p.	102

What	is	the	thesis?

Thesis

First,

Then,

Finally,



Spanish and	English are	distinct	at	the	
discourse	level	– top	of	p.	102

Derivations	from	
main	theme

Multiple	examples	so	the	
reader	can	draw	their	

own	conclusions

Repetition	and	
rephrasing



Which	discourse	pattern?
La	clorofila	– que	es	una	
sustancia	orgánica	–
capta	la	energía	solar	
(luz),	la	luz	provoca	la	
ruptura	de	la	molécula	
de	agua,	es	decir	se	
rompe	el	enlace	
químico	que	une	el	
hidrógeno	con	el	
oxígeno.	

Chlorophyll	is	the	
molecule	that	
absorbs	sunlight	
and	uses	its	energy	
to	synthesize	
carbohydrates	from	
CO2	and	water.



Spanish	and	English	are	governed	by	
distinct	linguistic	rules	and	cultural	norms.	
• Spanish and	English are	distinct	at	the	word level
• Spanish and	English are	distinct	at	the	discourse
level	
• Why	is	it	important	that	we	recognize	that	
Spanish	and	English	are	different	at	the	
discourse	level?
• What	are	the	programmatic	and	instructional	
implications	of	the	differences	between	
Spanish	and	English	at	the	discourse	level?



Page	103

All	students	of	Spanish	literacy	in	
the	United	States	should	
understand	that	there	are	
different	discourse	patterns	in	
written	text.



Content	Instruction

Specifically	build	oracy – at	the	
sentence	and	discourse	level



Content	Instruction

Read	authentic	texts	– texts	
written	in	Spanish	in	Latin	

America	and	Spain



Content	Instruction
Read	texts	translated	from	English	

to	Spanish



Content	Instruction
Read	texts	written	in	Spanish	in	

the	United	States



Content	Instruction
Writing	in	different	discourse	

styles.



Spanish and	English are	distinct	at	the	
discourse level	– instructional	implications
• Oracy	in	anticipation	of	literacy	(reading	and	
writing)
• Continued	use	of	strategies	that	build	
oracy during	reading	and	writing
– Say	Something	– p.	95
– LEA	- p.	57-60;	94;	104-106

• Routines	for	Daily	Reading	and	Writing
–Sustained	Silent	Reading	(p.	95	- 7)
–Dialogue	Journals	(p.	106	– 7)



Page	3	– Handouts	from	Monday

Say	
Something p.	95

LEA
p.	 57-60;	94;	

104-106

Sustained	
Silent	
Reading

p.	 95-97



Page	3	– Handouts	from	Monday

Dialogue	
Journals p.	106-7



Spanish and	English are	distinct	at	the	
discourse level	– instructional	implications
• Oracy	in	anticipation	of	literacy	(reading	and	
writing)
• Continued	use	of	strategies	that	build	
oracy during	reading	and	writing
– Say	Something	– p.	95
– Fishbowl	– p.	82	– Used	to	model	
another	strategy	or	activity	(word	
sort,	say	something,	center	activity)



Las	rocas sedimentarias representan
más de	tres cuartos de	las	rocas que	se	
encuentran en la	superficie de	la	
Tierra.	Se	forman en la	superficie de	
medio ambientes tales	como,	las	
playas,	los ríos,	y	océanos,	y	en
cualquier parte	en donde se	acumulen
la	arena,	el	barro y	cualquier otro tipo
de	sedimento.	


