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What	are	the	elements	of	the	
Bridge	and	Metalinguistic	Focus?

Determining	the	metalinguistic	
focus	of	the	Bridge
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Delving	Deeper	into	the	Bridge:
Metalinguistic	Analysis



Choosing	the	Area	of	Metalinguistic	Focus

• State	Standards
• The	needs	of	the	students
• The	words/phrases	in	the	transfer	Bridge
• For	newcomers	and	younger	students,	
start	with	what	is	the	same between	the	
languages,	and	then	move	to	differences.	
• For	each	transfer	Bridge,	one	
metalinguistic	Bridge,	especially	in	the	
beginning.



The	Bridge	in	Action



The	Bridge	in	Action



Teacher	Bridge	
planning	notes	-
This	is	what	I	
predicted	the	
students	would	

tell	me



Delving	Deeper	into	the	Bridge:
Metalinguistic	Analysis

There	are	4	areas	of	metalinguistic	
(or	cross	linguistic)	analysis	

p.	142	of	Teaching	for	Biliteracy



metalinguistic	analysis	p.	142

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics
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metalinguistic	analysis	p.	142

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics
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Read	the	chart	on	p.	142,	
and	be	prepared	to	share	

what	each	area	of	
metalinguistic	focus	refers	to



Page 5 of 
today’s 
handouts



Phonology	refers	to…
• The	sounds	in	the	language
• The	letters	that	make	those	sounds



metalinguistic	analysis	p.	142

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics
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Your	turn	-
Based	on	this	

transfer	Bridge	–
what	would	be	a	

good	
phonological
metalinguistic	

focus?



Choosing	the	Area	of	Metalinguistic	Focus

• State	Standards
• The	needs	of	the	students
• The	words/phrases	in	the	transfer	Bridge
• For	newcomers	and	younger	students,	
start	with	what	is	the	same between	the	
languages,	and	then	move	to	differences.	
• For	each	transfer	Bridge,	one	
metalinguistic	Bridge,	especially	in	the	
beginning.



With	your	partner,	create	a	possible	metalinguistic	
chart	focusing	on	phonology,	based	on	the	insect	
transfer	Bridge

Algo aquí	en	
español

Something	
here	in	English



With	your	partner,	create	a	possible	metalinguistic	
chart	focusing	on	phonology,	based	on	the	insect	
transfer	Bridge

Algo aquí	en	
español

Something	
here	in	English

Students	need	
to know	what	
they	are	
looking	for…

So	that	they	
can	continue	to	
add	to	the	
metalinguistic
Bridge	chart



With	your	partner,	create	a	possible	metalinguistic	
chart	focusing	on	phonology,	based	on	the	insect	
transfer	Bridge

sonido	inicial Initial sound
??? ???



Bridge	Transfer	
Chart



Teacher	
metalinguistic	
Bridge	planning	

notes



With	your	partner,	create	a	possible	metalinguistic	
chart	focusing	on	phonology,	based	on	the	insect	
transfer	Bridge

Algo aquí	en	
español

Something	
here	in	English



Teacher	Bridge	
planning	
notes

Metalinguistic	
focus



Bridge	chart	– metalinguistic- in	the	
classroom



Bridge	chart	– metalinguistic- in	the	
classroom



Bridge	chart	– metalinguistic- in	the	
classroom



Phonology	- t

ten
(tener)		

ten
(10)						



Your	turn	-
Based	on	this	

transfer	Bridge	–
what	would	be	a	

good	
phonological
metalinguistic	

focus?



Page 5 of 
today’s 
handouts



metalinguistic	analysis	p.	142

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics
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Morphology	refers	to…
• The	structure	of	words	and	parts	of	
words:		stems,	root	words,	prefixes,	and	
suffixes.
• The	relationship	of	words	to	words	within	
the	same	or	other	languages	(cognates)



Your	turn	-
Based	on	this	

transfer	Bridge	–
what	would	be	a	

good	
morphological
metalinguistic	

focus?
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Cheryl	Urow,	
teachingforbiliteracy@gmail.

Bridge	chart	–
metalinguistic-

in	the	
classroom

Students	MUST	
have	access	to	
the	chart	–
it	is	a	living	

chart



metalinguistic	analysis	p.	142

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics
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Syntax	and	grammar	refer	to…
• Sentence	structure:		word	order
• Grammar	rules:		Verb	conjugations,	
punctuation	rules



Your	turn	-
Based	on	this	

transfer	Bridge	–
what	would	be	a	

good	
metalinguistic	
focus	on	syntax	
and	grammar?



la las el	 los the

la	cabeza the	head

las	
atenas

the	
antennas

el	grillo the	cricket

los
insectos

the	insects

la	silla the	chair



Choosing	the	Area	of	Metalinguistic	Focus

• State	Standards
• The	needs	of	the	students
• The	words/phrases	in	the	Bridge
• For	newcomers	and	younger	students,	
start	with	what	is	the	same between	the	
languages,	and	then	move	to	differences.	
• One	area	of	metalinguistic	focus	per	
Bridge.



Choosing	the	Area	of	Metalinguistic	Focus

• State	Standards
• The	needs	of	the	students
• The	words/phrases	in	the	Bridge
• For	newcomers	and	younger	students,	
start	with	what	is	the	same between	the	
languages,	and	then	move	to	differences.	
• One	area	of	metalinguistic	focus	per	
Bridge.



Choosing	a	Metalinguistic	Focus:		
Standards



Choosing	a	Metalinguistic	Focus:		
Standards



Choosing	a	Metalinguistic	Focus:		
Standards



Choosing	a	Metalinguistic	Focus:		
Standards

Pro	Tip:		ALSO	consult	the	grade	before	and	after	the	
grade	you	teach



Choosing	a	Metalinguistic	Focus:		
Standards



Choosing	a	Metalinguistic	Focus:		
Standards



Choosing	a	Metalinguistic	Focus:		
Standards



Choosing	a	Metalinguistic	Focus:		Standards



metalinguistic	analysis	p.	142

syntax and 
grammar

morphologyphonology

pragmatics
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Pragmatics	refers	to…
• The	contextual	and	cultural	norms	that	
influence	and	govern	language	use.
• “That’s	how	we	say	it.”



Your	turn- Based	
on	this	transfer	
Bridge	– what	

would	be	a	good	
metalinguistic	

focus	on	
pragmatics?
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Thank	you	for	a	great	week	of	learning!

Melody	Wharton
Olga	Karwoski

Cheryl	Urow Karen	Beeman

Patricia	Nuñez
Dana	Hardt



Please	complete	this	on-line	evaluation	with	your	
team



Evaluations	-
• Team	evaluation:	

http://bit.ly/T4B2018eval	
• Individual	evaluation	via	Sched	in	
order	to	receive	PD	credit

Dziękuję	Ci
Gracias

Thank	you


