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Participants will experience an entire 
biliteracy unit (which typically lasts 4-9 
weeks) within 1.5 hours, highlighting those 
elements that are most different in 
teaching for biliteracy:  the oracy building 
and the Bridge between languages.

The purpose of this afternoon’s session

In other words, this afternoon we will…



Student Profiles – Developing Bilinguals

Language Minority Sequential Bilingual

Language Majority Sequential Bilingual

Something I remember hearing this 
morning about these students is 
that…



Student Profiles – Developing Bilinguals

Language Minority Sequential Bilingual

Language Majority Sequential Bilingual

Simultaneous Bilingual

When comparing sequential and 
simultaneous bilinguals…



Student Profiles – Developing Bilinguals

Language Minority Sequential Bilingual

Language Majority Sequential Bilingual

Simultaneous Bilingual

Language Minority Sequential Bilingual



While some students begin biliteracy
instruction as monolinguals, and 
become sequential bilinguals…

Other students 
– the majority of ELLs –

enter as simultaneous bilinguals.



As students engage in biliteracy they 
ALL become 

developing bilinguals 
(bilingual learners)



=

“Bilingual” does not mean “balanced”.

Wharton, teachingforbiliteracyMW@gmail.com, 2017

In other words….



In this session we will experience 
Spanish dual language and biliteracy 
instruction at the secondary level…

These are the students I can expect to 
have in my classroom…

who is missing?



Self Assessment



Strategic Pairing and Grouping

Wharton, Teaching for Biliteracy Summer Institute, 2017



Content and Language Allocation Plan

Grade Spanish Courses English Courses

6
Language Arts
Social Science

Art

Language Arts
Math

Science

7
Language Arts
Social Science

P.E.

Language Arts
Math

Science

8
Language Arts

Science
Drama

Language Arts
Math

Social Science



8th Grade Student Schedule

Subject Language
Period 1 Drama Spanish
Period 2 Language Arts Spanish
Period 3 Science Spanish
Period 4 Math English
Period 5 Social Studies English
Period 6 Language Arts English



The Biliteracy Unit Framework (BUF)



Participating in Biliteracy Instruction

• How did you feel as a 
learner?

• What did you learn 
about biliteracy instruction?





Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

El tema

“Uno nunca sabe lo que tiene hasta que ya 
no lo tenga.”





1. Se practica los cuatro dominios de lenguaje:

Durante el enfoque de lectura:



1. Se practica los cuatro dominios de lenguaje:

Durante el enfoque de lectura:

2. Escritura en esta etapa se enfoca en estándar 8 –
responder a la lectura – no en una redacción.





Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

La redacción







El Puente - The Bridge 

Español English



Participating in Biliteracy Instruction

• How did you feel as a 
learner?
• I felt….

• What did you learn 
about biliteracy instruction?
• Something I learned about biliteracy 

instruction is…



- Breakfast will be served at 7:30 AM
- Session will begin promptly at 8:30AM

Reminders for Tomorrow

Thank you!


