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Reading

What	is	the	focus	and	goal	of	
Literacy	instruction?	

Comprehension



What	message	are	we	sending	when	
teaching	isolated	skills?

Students	feel	
successful	

because	they	
are	able	to	
decode

Students	see	
comprehension	as		

optional	when	reading

Limiting	explicit	
instruction	of	isolated	
strategies	that	are	
practiced	out	of	

context

Students	have	a	weaknesses	in	their	knowledge	
of	language	and	ability	to	comprehend	abstract	
language,	including	figurative	language,	
complex	sentences,	and	language	that	is	
difficult	to	understand	because	of	tone	or	the	
way	it	is	stated

Reading	is
comprehending	

what	we	
read



Inseparable
• Student	may	be	able	to	decode	but	does	not	

understand
• Assumes	students	understand	because	

students	have	some	proficiency	in	that	
language
• Emerging	bilinguals	use	all	of	their	

linguistic	repertoire



Interacting	Elements

• Reader

• Text

• Context

Experiences					 Background	knowledge
Oral	Language				Vocabulary	Knowledge

Interesting	and	rich	to	reader				
Use	concrete	and	comprehensible	activities	to	
access	text

Learning	environment
Elevate	thinking	level	(and	status	of	language)



Reading	&	Writing
How	does	comprehension	relate	to	both?	

Text	carries	meaning	

The	more	I	read	(re-read)	and	write	words	(revise),
the	more	meaning	the	text	has.	



A	Classroom	focused	on	
Comprehension

Active	Reading	Strategies
Pages	92- 95



Say	Something
• Summary:	 This	page/	part	of	the	chapter	is	about	___.

• Predication:					I	predict	that	_____.	I	think	that	_____.

• Question	and	answer:	What	does	______	mean?
What	is	______?
Why	______?
I	think	that	___________	.

• Personal	or	academic	connection:	The	part	of	the	text	that	describes	____	
reminds	me	of_______________	.	



Picture	Walk,	
Read	Aloud,	
Talk	to	your	Partner,	
and	Sentence	Prompts

Using	SAY	SOMETHING	strategy	with	partner	read	paragraph	
by	paragraph.	 	

Comprehension-focused	Strategies



Picture	Walk
• Students	look	at	pictures	on	each	page	and	tell	their	

partner	what	they	see	in	the	picture.	

Sentence	Prompts
• Teacher	gives	the	students	sentence	prompts
• I	see	_________							Veo __________	
• I	observe	_______			Observo ________
• I	also	see	_______		También veo que	_____



Language	Experience	Approach
• Formative	Assessment	of	the	students’	comprehension	

of	text	and	their	language	use

Focused	Reading
• Read	a	variety	of	text	on	the	same	topic	at	different	

readability	levels.	
• Reading	several	text	on	one	subjects	helps	clarify	and	

refine	comprehension.



Say	Something
• Summary:	 Esta página/parte	del	capítulo trata de	___.

This	page/	part	of	the	chapter	is	about	___.

• Predication:						Predigo que	______.	Creo que	______.
I	predict	that	_____.	I	think	that	_____.

• Question	and	answer:	¿Qué quiere decir______	?
What	does	______	mean?
¿Qué es______	?
What	is	______?

• Personal	or	academic	connection



Close	reading
“Something	that	a	student	does	– a	set	of	critical	thinking	
and	analysis	skills	that	are	used	to	unpack	linguistically	
complex	text. A close	reading	lesson is	something	a	teacher	
plans	to	explicitly	teach	and	model	how	to	closely	read. Text	
used	for	a	close	reading	lesson	should	be	significantly	
challenging.”

Moats	and	Shanahan,	2010

In	other	words….



Text-driven	reading	instruction	

“Text-driven	reading	instruction	teaches	reading	
comprehension using	content-based	text.	The	text	may	
range	from	mildly	challenging	(e.g.,	grade-level	textbooks)	
to	significantly	challenging (e.g.,	text	that	is	
linguistically/language	complex	as	well	as	difficult	to	
interpret	the	author’s	message).”

Moats	and	Shanahan,	2010

In	other	words….



“Students	need	to	learn and	practice	basic	
comprehension	skills and	strategies using	mildly	
challenging	content-related	text	before	they	can	
be	expected	to	learn	and	apply	the	more	complex	
critical	thinking	required	for	close	reading.”

Moats	and	Shanahan,	2010

In	other	words….





1st Reading

2nd Reading

3rd Reading



Paseo	del	libro



A.R.T.
Adapated
Reading
Theater	



Read	Aloud

Students	look	at	
pictures	on	each	
page	and	tell	their	
partner	what	they	
see	in	the	picture	
using	prompts.	



L.E.A.

Chapter 8 p.	104-105



What	happened	first?

It	started	with	_________________.
First,	_________________________.

Then	what	happened?
Then_________________________.

What	happened	at	the	end?
At	the	end	_____________________.



1. We	begin	with	a	concrete	activity	to	
engage	all	students	and	develop	oracy.	

What	have	we	done	so	far	to	
support	this	LEA?



2.	 Identify	a	reading	and	writing	focus

• Las	mayúsculas y	la	puntuación
• Las	oraciones completas
• Las	ideas	principales y	los

detalles claves
• Los	párrafos
• La	organización del	texto
• Revisar y	editar

Students	
narrate	and	
the	teacher	
scribes.



3.	Develop	Reading	and	Writing	

• Shared	reading
• The	dictado
• Composition:	expository,	

narrative
• Writing:	compare/contrast	
• Revise	and	edit



L.E.A
At	our	grade	level	we	can	use	the	LEA	to…	

A	focus	for	reading	standards	can	be	…

An	area	of	focus	for	writing	can	be…











Spanish	Discourse	Style

What	does	the	word	discourse	mean?	

Written	or	spoken	communication	



Discourse	Styles	Differ

“…linear,	
tolerating	little	
deviation	from	
one	main	path	
of	expository	
development.”

“…use	parallel	
restatements	
of	an	idea	to	
develop	it.”

“…spiral	in	
around	a	thesis,
avoiding	a	head	
on	attack	as	too	
direct.”

“…proceed	to	a	
point via	
digressive	
zigzags	that,	to	
English	
speakers,	seem	
extraneous	and	
confusing.”

“…do	likewise	
[as	Spanish],
but	with	
complex	mega-
sentences.”

Kaplan	(1966),	cited	in	Whitley,	M.	Stanley	(2002).	Spanish/English	Contrasts:	A	Course	in	Spanish	Linguistics.	Washington,	DC:	Georgetown	University	Press.

Asian



Discourse	Patterns	Differ

What	are	some	implications	of	planningtogether?



Discourse	Patterns	Differ

Based	on	what	we	learned	on	discourse	patterns,	some	
implications	for	collaboration	are	….



Spanish	and	English	are	different	languages,	
what	implications	are	there	for	instruction	?



Resources

pp.	155	How	Spanish	Works	

Ch.	8	Teaching	and	Assessing	with	a
Multilingual	Perspective		





chapter	6
chapter	7

chapter	8
chapter	9

chapter	
10


