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Participants will experience an entire 
biliteracy unit (which typically lasts 4-9 
weeks) within 1.5 hours highlighting those 
elements that are most different in 
teaching for biliteracy in a TWO TEACHER 
model:  the oracy building and the Bridge 
between languages.

The purpose of this afternoon’s session

In other words, this afternoon we will…
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Remember this morning??

Science/ELA Unit: 
Forces and Motion

Taught during the ENGLISH portion of the day.

Class has transitioned to Español…here’s what’s 
happening…
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Sample DL Biliteracy Unit:
The Strength Based 

Perspective 



Student Profiles of Developing Bilinguals:

Language Minority Sequential Bilingual

Language Majority Sequential Bilingual

Language Minority Sequential Bilingual

Simultaneous Bilingual 
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Our students enter our classrooms as sequential 
bilinguals both as language minority and 
language majority, and also as simultaneous 
bilinguals. After the first day of the first day of 
school they all become simultaneous bilinguals. 
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=

“Bilingual” does not mean “balanced”.

In other words….
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Sample 50/50 Content and 
Language Allocation Plan 

Kindergarten Spanish (my 
teaching partner)

Kindergarten English (me)

Mathematics Science
Social Studies English Language Arts
Spanish Language Arts

1st Grade Spanish (my teaching 
partner)

1st Grade English (me)

Science Mathematics
Spanish Language Arts Social Studies

English Language Arts
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Spanish (my teaching 

partner)
English (me)

9:00-10:00
SLA and Social Studies 
(Balanced Literacy, varies 
daily), Kinder

ELA and Math, 1st

10:00-10:45 SLA and Math, Kinder
ELA and Social Studies 
(Balanced Literacy, varies 
daily), 1st

11:00-11:25
Math centers 
(interventions), Kinder

Bilingual journal writing 
(Guided Reading, 
interventions), 1st

11:25-12:00
SLA and Science (Shared 
Reading, Direct 
Instruction), 1st

ELA and Science (Oracy
Building, Shared Writing),
Kinder

12:45-1:00
SLA and Science (Read 
Aloud, Shared Reading), 1st

ELA and Science (Read Aloud, 
Shared Reading), Kinder

1:00-1:30 Specials, Kinder; Specials, 1st

1:30-2:00
SLA and Science (Direct 
Instruction), 1st

ELA and Science (Direct 
Instruction), Kinder

2:15-3:00
SLA centers (Guided 
Reading, interventions), 1st

ELA centers (Guided Reading, 
interventions), Kinder



Student’s Perspective
Time Subject Language

9:00-10:00 Social Studies and Language Arts
• Inquiry/Project Based
• Oracy Development
• Whole Group Instruction
• Writing
• Independent Practie
• Word Work/Dictado

Spanish

10:00-11:00 Math
• Oracy Development
• Math Skills

Spanish

11:00-11:25 Math
• Small Group Instruction

Spanish

11:25-12:00 Science and Language Arts
• Oracy Development
• Word Study

English 

12:00-1:00 Lunch/Recess Student Choice

12:45-1:00 Journal Writing Student Choice

1:00-1:30 Specials English

1:30-3:00 Science and Language Arts
• Inquiry and Science Experiments
• Independent Practice
• Writing
• Guided Practice

English







Strategic Partnerships 

How will students be partnered? 
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WIDA Can-Do Descriptors (English Learners)
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SALSA “Can-Do” Descriptors (Spanish Learners)
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Self Assessment
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Self-Assess Your Spanish Level



Marking the Language of 
Instruction
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School 
Begins:
Back to 
School Boot 
Camp!
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Begin the 
Biliteracy
Unit
Social 
Science + 
Language 
Arts with 
ORACY!
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Yo observo
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Yo observo… un lugar Yo observo… una regla

Reglas en mi    
escuela
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LABOR  DAY!

Social Science 
content 
instruction 
begins with 
concrete 
experiences 
and inquiry.
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Instrucción del contenido con 
investigaciones y experiencias.  

• Caminar por la escuela
• Observar lsa reglas
• Actuar las reglas
• Redacción acerca de las reglas

Durante varios días
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Reading 
Comprehension 
Instruction: 
Social Science + 
Literacy.
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La comprensión de la lectura
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Durante varios días

La comprensión de la lectura

1. Se practica los cuatro dominios de lenguaje:
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2. Escritura en esta etapa se enfoca en estándar 8 –
responder a la lectura – no en una redacción.

Durante varios días
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Process Writing 
Instruction: 
Social Science + 
Literacy.

WHY TWO 
WEEKS?

✅
Writing Product  = 
Assessment 
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La redacción: 

Durante varios días

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development and organization are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations 
for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/4/4/


Estudio de palabras, lenguaje, y fluidez
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Estudio de palabras, lenguaje, y fluidez



Estudio de palabras, lenguaje, y fluidez
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En la escuela seguimos las reglas. 
Estudio de palabras, lenguaje, y fluidez
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Estudio de palabras, lenguaje, y fluidez

1. Las vocales (a, e, i, o, u)
2. Los consonantes (s, l, m, b, p…)
3. Silabas directas (ma, me, mi, mo, mu)
4. Silabas inversas (al, el, ir, an…)
5. Silabas trabadas (bus, car, mar…)
6. Diptongos y triptongos (ie, ue, au…)
7. Grupos consonánticos (bl, br, cl, fl…)
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Word study charts

A E I O U
Ana Edwin Isabel Olga Ulyses

reglas reglas pasillo pasillo quedamos
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Word study charts

c k q

el comedor Karwoski quedan

caminar queso

calladitos quesadilla

Carmen quemar

calor
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Word study charts

Español social Español académico

lonche almuerzo

tochar tocar

puchar empujar
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Word study charts - regionalisms

Chile Méjico Cuba

la sala el salón el aula

el
comedor

la cafetería
la 

cafetería
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IT’S Time to cross the
Transfer Bridge

(This may be over a 
period of days and is 

not limited to just 
one lesson or one 

day)
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Standards-Based Instruction

www.teachingforbiliteracy.com



C3 Framework
D2.Civ.12.K-2. Identify and explain how rules function 
in public (classroom and school) settings. 

D2.Civ.3.K-2. Explain the need for and purposes of 
rules in various settings inside and outside of school. 

D2.Civ.14.K-2. Describe how people have tried to 
improve their communities over time. 

http://www.socialstudies.org/system/files/c3/C3-
Framework-for-Social-Studies.pdf
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Processes, Rules, and Laws
SS.CV.2.K: Explain the need for and purposes of rules in 
various settings, inside and outside of the school. 

Constructing Essential Questions:
SS.IS.1.K.-2: Create questions to help guide inquiry about 
a topic with guidance from adults and/or peers. 

Illinois Learning Standards for Social Science
Kindergarten

http://www.isbe.state.il.us/ils/social_science/pdf/ss-stds-k-012716.pdf
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Content Big Idea
• I want my students to understand that

community members have responsibilities such
as following the rules.

o For example, in my school community we 
walk in a quiet line in the hallway.

o In the classroom, we raise our hand to 
signal we want the teacher to hear us.
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CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.K.2

With prompting 

and support, 

identify the main 

topic and retell key 
details of a text.

CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.K.1

With 

prompting and 

support, ask 

and answer 

questions 

about key 

details in a 
text.

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RI.K.1
0

Actively 

engage in 

group reading 

activities with 

purpose and 
understanding.

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.RI.K.5

Identify the front 

cover, back cover, 

and title page of a 

book.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/K/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/K/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/K/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/K/5/


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.2

Use a combination of drawing, dictating, 

and writing to compose 

informative/explanatory texts in which they 

name what they are writing about and 

supply some information about the topic.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/K/2/


Idea principal de lectoescritura
(Se combina la escritura con la lectura)

• Quiero que mis alumnos entiendan que al leer textos 
informativos, debemos identificar el punto principal 
del autor y los detalles ya que esto es lo que hace un 
autor al escribir una opinión.

• Quiero que mis alumnos entiendan que cada texto 
tiene characterísticas específicas (indice, glosario, 
portada, contraportada, autor, ilustrador) y que los 
autores usan estas mismas características al escribir 
sus propios textos.
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Literacy Big Idea Examples

• I want my students to understand that authors use 
text features (index, glossary, title page, author, 
illustrator), in order to write our own informative 
texts that include text features.

• I want my students to understand that when 
reading information texts, we must identify the 
author’s main idea and details so that we can do 
the same as we write an opinion piece.
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Bridge has distinct features:

1.Bridge Transfer Chart (content standards/vocabulary)

2.Bridge Metalinguistic Analysis (language, 

foundational skills standards; phonology, morphology, syntax, meaning) 

3.Bridge Transfer Practice/Extension (reading, 

writing, listening, speaking standards)

The Bridge – El Puente 
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Metalinguistic Analysis

• Comparing/Contrasting the two languages
• Developing awareness of language systems and 

patterns
• Building linguistic repertoire
• Analyze phonology, morphology, syntax, and 

meaning
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Huh?!? 
But I don’t know enough about Spanish!
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YES! You can, and you do... (or you will!)

How do I know what to teach?
• CCSS Language Standards
• Foundational Skills Standards
• TALK with your partner about 

how Spanish compares
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Potential Topics for Kinder/1st Grade 
Metalinguistic Analysis

• Letter sound similarities
• Letter sound differences
• Vowel sounds (one at a time)
• Cognates
• g/j
• Soft c versus Hard c
• z/s
• Punctuation 
• Adjective/noun order (red book, libro rojo)
• Plurals (-s, -es)
• Inflected endings (-ed, -ing)
• Pronouns (I, he, she, yo, el, ella)
• Possessive (Bob’s house, la casa de Bob)
• Articles (the, el, la)
• Syllabication
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Bridge Extension

• The opportunity for 
vocabulary to actually 
BE transferred. Make 
it STICK!

• Chance to use transferred vocabulary in context
within literacy standards.
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Bridge Extension
Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking Standards

NOT repeating content instruction.
For example:

General Unit Bridge to … Extension lesson/activity

Sound Waves English Build a musical instrument and write a “How-To” 
on making sound with the instrument. 
(CCSS.ELA.W.1.2)

Plants English Sequencing the process of producer to 
consumer (using bread as the example) 
(CCSS.ELA.W.1.8, RI.1.5)

Forces and Motion Spanish Read traditional tales with morals (features of 
narrative taught within general unit) 
(CCSS.ELA.RL.K.9)

Maps Spanish Write an informative piece on how to get around 
school. (CCSS.ELA.W.1.2)

Living and Nonliving Spanish Write an opinion piece on favorite animals 
(CCSS.ELA.W.K.1, W.K.8)

Rules and Places English Read David Goes to School and reenact what 
David does as well as what David SHOULD do. 
(CCSS.ELA.RL.K.2, RL.K.3, SL.K.4)



Bridge Extension

• Takes about a week – may spill longer (especially with 
writing)

• Does not have to happen at the same time in both 
languages

• Literacy continues to be taught in both languages 
every day! Literacy being taught within Bridge 
extension activity instead of through content.

• Content instruction is not repeated
• Metalinguistic Charts are added to throughout the 

week and beyond (blog: Keep the Charts ALIVE!)
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Caslon Publishing Thank you!
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