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Participants will experience an entire 
biliteracy unit (which typically lasts 4-9 
weeks) within 1.5 hours, highlighting those 
elements that are most different in 
teaching for biliteracy:  the oracy building 
and the Bridge between languages.

The purpose of this afternoon’s session

In other words, this afternoon we will…



Student Profiles – Developing Bilinguals

Language Minority Sequential Bilingual

Language Majority Sequential Bilingual

Simultaneous Bilingual

Language Minority Sequential Bilingual



While some students begin biliteracy 
instruction as monolinguals, and 
become sequential bilinguals…

Other students 
– the majority of ELLs –

enter as simultaneous bilinguals.



As students engage in biliteracy they 
ALL become 

developing bilinguals 
(bilingual learners)



=

“Bilingual” does not mean “balanced”.
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In other words….



Self Assessment
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Strategic Pairing and Grouping

How will you pair your students for activities 
in your classroom this year?



Content and Language Allocation Plan

50/50 Spanish English

PK-2
Math

Social Studies
Literacy

Science
Literacy

3-5
Math

Science
Literacy

Social Studies
Literacy
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Time Subject Language
8:00-10:00 Science Integrated Block English

10:00-11:00 RA/Specials English

11:00-12:00 Lunch/Recess Student Choice

12:00-12:30 Intervention/
Enrichment

Teacher Choice
based on student 
need

12:30-1:30 Math Spanish
1:30-2:30 Social Studies Integrated 

Block
Spanish
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1st Grade Student Schedule



Content and Language Allocation Plan

80/20 Spanish English

1st Grade

Math
Science

Social Studies
Literacy

Literacy
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Time Subject Language

8:00-9:15 Math Spanish

9:15-10:30 Science Integrated Block Spanish

10:30-11:45 Social Science Integrated Block Spanish

11:45-12:45 Lunch/Recess Student Choice

12:45-1:15 RA/Specials English

1:15-1:45
Intervention / Enrichment

Teacher Choice
based on student 
need

12:30-1:30 English Language Arts English
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1st Grade Student Schedule



The Biliteracy Unit Framework (BUF)



Participating in Biliteracy Instruction

• How did you feel as a learner?
• How did the progression of activities in 

the unit develop language and content?
• How did students participate?
• How were students held accountable for 

their learning?
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Biliteracy Unit 
Framework
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The Biliteracy Unit Framework (BUF)
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Initial Oracy & Background Knowledge Building

Content Area Instruction
(and oracy development)

Reading Comprehension
(and oracy development)

Process Writing
(and oracy development)

Open & closed syllables, 
diphthongs 

Complete Summative Assessment



Defining Biliteracy:
Teaching for Biliteracy means 

always teaching 
language 
literacy

and 
content



The Bridge
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Initial Oracy & Background Knowledge Building

Content Area Instruction

(and oracy development)

Reading Comprehension

(and oracy development)

Process Writing

(and oracy development)

Open & closed syllables, 

diphthongs 

Complete Summative Assessment

Day 41 - 43 



The Bridge – El Puente

Spanish English



Participating in Biliteracy Instruction

• How did you feel as a learner?
• How did the progression of activities in 

the unit develop language and content?
• How did students participate?
• How were students held accountable for 

their learning?



Guideline # 1:  Each language has its 
own dedicated space.

• Spanish/Polish/Arabic/Chinese has its own 
dedicated space that is not mixed with English.

• English has its own dedicated space that is not 
mixed with the non-English language (Spanish, 
Chinese, Portuguese, etc..)
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Es
pa
ño

l English
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Guideline #2:  Every Biliteracy 
classroom includes the Bridge 

Two Teacher
Model/Middle School

One Teacher Model

The language she/he 
teaches (Spanish, Polish, 
Arabic or English)

The Bridge

Spanish or Polish or Arabic

The Bridge

English
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El Puente
The Bridge 

Es
pa

ño
l English

Student Seating in Groups
Sp

an
ish

 C
la

ss
ro

om
 Li

br
ar

y English Classroom
 Library Bilingual Books 



Guideline # 3:  Teachers use different 
colors for each language

• Spanish/Polish/ Arabic has its own color

• English has its own color

• These colors are consistently used during the 
Bridge.
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The strategic use of language is 
reflected in the matching of color and 

language

A - Ana
E – Eleazar
I – Isabel
O - Oscar
U  -Ulises

A – Amy
E – Elaine
I – Ivan
O - Olivia
U - Urow

www.teachingforbiliteracy.com



The strategic use of language is 
reflected in the matching of color and 

language

come come
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