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What	is	biliteracy	and	what	
does	biliteracy	look	like?	

	
	

Defining	Biliteracy	
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What	is	literacy?	
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What	is	literacy?	
	
For	you	as	an	adult?	
What	do	you	read	and	why?	
What	is	literacy	for	your	
students?	
What	do	your	students	read?	
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What	is	literacy?	

•  Communica6on	
•  Listening,	Speaking,	Reading	and	Wri6ng	for	
Communica6on	

•  Power:	Self	-	Advocacy	
•  Func6onal	ci6zenship	
•  Understanding	the	world	
•  Centered	in	meaning	
•  Made	up	of	parts:		founda6onal	skills,	
comprehension,	wri6ng,	oracy,	fluency,	language,		



www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com	

What	is	literacy?	
	
	

How	do	children	learn		
to	read	and	write?	
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Source:		Emily	Zoeller’s	blog:		
	hNp://www.teachingforbiliteracy.com/literacy-	
processing-and-language-development/	
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	Language	Development:	
How	does	it	affect	literacy	

development?	
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Language	Learners	and	Literacy	

•  Language	development	directly	impacts	literacy	
development	

•  When	planning	for	literacy,	we	must	include	what	
we	know	about	students’	language	development	
so	that	we	can	support	and	scaffold	literacy	
development.	
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Real-life objects (realia)
Manipulatives
Pictures & photographs
Illustrations, diagrams & drawings
Magazines & newspapers
Physical activities
Videos & Films
Broadcasts
Models & figures

Charts
Graphic organizers
Tables
Graphs
Timelines
Number lines

In pairs or partners
In triads or small groups
In a whole group
Using cooperative group 
structures
With the Internet (Web 
sites) or software programs
In the native language (L1)
With mentors

Sensory Supports

Some sensory supports are applicable across all ELP standards, as exemplified in Figure 3G. Others 
are specific to the language of a content area. Figure 3H expands the notion of the use of sensory 
support by giving specific examples for ELP standards 2 through 5. The use of these sensory supports 
in activities, tasks and projects helps promote the development of students’ academic language 
proficiency.
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Illustrated word/phrase  
    walls
Felt or magnetic figures  
    of story elements 
Sequence blocks
Environmental print
Posters or displays
Bulletin boards
Photographs
Cartoons
Audio books
Songs/Chants

Blocks/Cubes
Clocks, sundials and  
    other timekeepers
Number lines
Models of geometric  
    figures
Calculators
Protractors
Rulers, yard/meter sticks
Geoboards
Counters
Compasses
Calendars
Coins

Scientific instruments
Measurement tools 
Physical models
Natural materials
Actual substances,  
    organisms or objects  
    of investigation
Posters/Illustrations of  
    processes or cycles

Maps
Globes
Atlases
Compasses
Timelines
Multicultural artifacts
Arial & satellite  
    photographs
Video clips
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Source:		Emily	Zoeller’s	blog:		
	hNp://www.teachingforbiliteracy.com/literacy-	
processing-and-language-development/	
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		Your	Literacy	DefiniAon	
• Write	your	literacy	defini6on.	

•  Then	use	it	to	define	biliteracy.				This	is	
your	literacy	pedagogy.	

•  Compare	it	to	our	defini6on	on	page	2	
under	“What	Do	We	Mean	by	Teaching	
for	Biliteracy?	
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What	is	biliteracy	and	what	
does	biliteracy	look	like?	

	
	

CreaAng	Systems	that		
Support	Biliteracy	
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ProgrammaAc	Level:	
Language	and	Content	AllocaAon	Plan	

Classroom	Level:	
Biliteracy	Schedules:		Daily	Spanish	and	English	

Literacy	

InstrucAonal	and	Curricular	Level:	
Biliteracy	Units	
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ProgrammaAc	Structures	Needed	for	
Biliteracy	

•  Language	plan:		determines	percentage	
of	6me	in	each	language	

	
•  Content	plan:		determines	language	for	
each	content	
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For	biliteracy	to	be	successful,	planning	
must	occur	at	the	programmaAc	level	
•  Jigsaw	Read	the	Sec6on	“Planning	for	Biliteracy	
at	the	Classroom	Level	from	the	Learner’s	
Perspec6ve”,	page	15	

•  Then:	
–  Person	A		reads	paragraph	1	on	page	18	
–  Person	B	reads	paragraph	2	on	page	18	
–  Person	C	reads	paragraph	3	on	page	18	

–  SPONGE:		Read	Alloca6ng	Language	and	Content	in	
Dual	Language	Programs,	page	19	

Beeman	and	Urow	
Teaching	for	Biliteracy	Summer	Ins6tute		2015	
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West	Chicago	District	33	–	Biliteracy	Core	Curriculum	Chart	
Updated	May	25,	2016	

 
 

Grade Spanish English 
 

Pre-Kindergarten	80/20 
All	students 
 

	
See	Chart	

	
																									See	Chart	

Kindergarten		80/20 
All	students 
 

Spanish	Language	Arts	integrated	with: 
Science/Health	(Health	integrated	in	
science) 
Social	Studies 
Math	
275	academic	Spanish	minutes 

English	Language	Arts 
● ESL-Extension	activities	(all	four	

language	domains:	L,S,R,W) 
● 45	academic	English	minutes	

(separate	from	specials) 
● Specials	(Art,	Music,	P.E.) 

First	Grade		70/30 
All	students 
 

Spanish	Language	Arts	integrated	with: 
Science/Health	(health	integrated	in	
science) 
Social	Studies 
Math	
260	academic	Spanish	minutes 

English	Language	Arts	
Extension	activities	(all	four	language	
domains:	L,S,R,W) 
● 55	academic	English	minutes	

(separate	from	specials) 
● Specials	(Art,	Music,	P.E.) 

Second	Grade		60/40 
All	students 
 

Spanish	Language	Arts	integrated	with: 
Science/Health 
(Health	integrated	in	science) 
Social	Studies 
Math	
240	academic	Spanish	minutes 

English	Language	Arts	
● ESL-Extension	activities	(all	four	

language	domains:	L,S,R,W) 
● 75	academic	English	minutes	

(separate	from	specials) 
● Specials	(Art,	Music,	P.E.) 

Third	Grade		50/50 
All	students 
 

Spanish	Language	Arts	integrated	with:	
Social	Studies 
Science/Health	(health	integrated	in	
science) 
135	academic	Spanish	minutes 

English	Language	Arts 
● English	for	LA/ESL:		75	minutes 
● Math:	60	minutes 
● Specials	(Art,	Music,	P.E.) 

135	academic	English	minutes 
Fourth	Grade		50/50 
All	students 
 

Spanish	Language	Arts	integrated	with:	
Social	Studies 
Science/Health	(health	integrated	in	
science) 
135	academic	Spanish	minutes 

English	Language	Arts 
● English	for	LA/ESL:		75	minutes 
● Math:	60	minutes 

Specials	(Art,	Music,	P.E.)	
135	academic	English	minutes 

Fifth	Grade		50/50 
All	students 
 

Spanish	Language	Arts	integrated	with:	
Social	Studies 
Science/Health	(health	integrated	in	
science) 
135	academic	Spanish	minutes 

English	Language	Arts/ESL 
● English	for	LA/ESL:		75	minutes 
● Math:	60	minutes 

Specials	(Art,	Music,	P.E.)	
135	academic	English	minutes 

 

Biliteracy	is	planned	for	
on	a	daily	basis	
using	the	academic	
instruc6onal	minutes	
(not	including	specials	
or	lunch/recess).	
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Program	ConsideraAons	Handout	
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ProgrammaAc	Level:	
Language	and	Content	AllocaAon	Plan	

Classroom	Level:	
Biliteracy	Schedules:		Daily	Spanish	and	English	

Literacy	

InstrucAonal	and	Curricular	Level:	
Biliteracy	Units	
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Planning	for	Biliteracy	on	a	Daily	
Basis	

Beeman	and	Urow	
Teaching	for	Biliteracy	Summer	Ins6tute		2015	

In	order	to	develop	biliteracy,	
students	need	to	engage	in	
Spanish	literacy	and	English	

literacy	daily.	
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Sample	schedule:	
80/20	model	
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ProgrammaAc	Level:	
Language	and	Content	AllocaAon	Plan	

Classroom	Level:	
Biliteracy	Schedules:		Daily	Spanish	and	English	

Literacy	

InstrucAonal	and	Curricular	Level:	
Biliteracy	Units	
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CreaAng	Bilingual	Units	of	InstrucAon:	
Say	Something	Strategy	

	Pages	14	and	15	
•  Connec6on:		This	reminds	me	of	________.	

•  Ques6on:		I	wonder	__________________.	

•  Summary:		In	other	words_____________.	

•  Predic6on:		I	think	that	_______________.	
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What	is	biliteracy	and	what	
does	biliteracy	look	like?	
	

Biliteracy	Unit	Framework	
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BILITERACY	UNIT	FRAMEWORK	(BUF)	
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Spanish	

English	



www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com	

English	

Spanish	
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The	Biliteracy	Unit	Framework	
•  Plans	biliteracy	at	the	instruc6onal	and	curricular	
level	

•  Reflects	the	research	on	second	language	
acquisi6on	and	best	prac6ces	for	literacy	

•  Can	be	adjusted	to	include	different	types	of	
resources	(Calkins,	Estrellita,	etc.)	fiing	those	
resources	into	biliteracy	instead	of	trying	to	fit	
biliteracy	into	the	use	of	those	resources	

•  You	will	experience	a	BUF	this	alernoon	
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ProgrammaAc	Level:	
Language	and	Content	AllocaAon	Plan	

Classroom	Level:	
Biliteracy	Schedules:		Daily	Spanish	and	English	

Literacy	

InstrucAonal	and	Curricular	Level:	
Biliteracy	Units	

What	systems	do	you	

currently	have	in	place?	

	
Of	these	three	
systems	,which	is	the	

area	of	greatest	need	in	

your	district?	
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Monday	aSernoon	breakout	sessions	

Beeman	and	Urow	
Teaching	for	Biliteracy	Summer	Ins6tute		2015	

•  Salon	A	BUF	in	K-1	–	Susan	Pryor	

•  Salon	B	–	BUF	in	2-3	–	Olga	Karwoski	

•  Salon	C	BUF	in	4-5	with	adapta6ons	to	secondary	–	
Melody	Wharton	
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Monday	aSernoon	breakout	
sessions	

	

1:30	–	3:00	p.m.	
Dessert	at	1:15!!	


