
What	is	biliteracy	and	what	
does	biliteracy	look	like?	

	
	

Crea%ng	Systems	that		
Support	Biliteracy	



Vision	

•  For	whom	is	your	biliteracy	program?	
•  What	are	its	goals?	
•  How	long	are	students	expected	to	be	in	the	
program?	

•  Write	your	district	and	your	vision	on	the	
chart	paper	

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com	



Programma%c	Level:	
Language	and	Content	Alloca%on	Plan	

Classroom	Level:	
Biliteracy	Schedules:		Daily	Spanish	and	English	

Literacy	

Instruc%onal	and	Curricular	Level:	
Biliteracy	Units	



Programma%c	Structures	Needed	for	
Biliteracy	

•  Language	plan:		determines	percentage	
of	@me	in	each	language	

	
•  Content	plan:		determines	language	for	
each	content	



For	biliteracy	to	be	successful,	planning	
must	occur	at	the	programma%c	level	
•  Chapter	1:		“Planning	for	Biliteracy	at	the	
Classroom	Level	from	the	Learner’s	
Perspec@ve”,	page	15	
-	Introductory	paragraph	page	15	–	Graph		
– Person	A		reads	paragraph	1	on	page	18	-	Graph	
– Person	B	reads	paragraph	2	on	page	18	-	Graph	
– Person	C	reads	paragraph	3	on	page	18	-	Graph	

– SPONGE:		Read	Alloca@ng	Language	and	Content	
in	Dual	Language	Programs,	page	19	Beeman	and	Urow	

Teaching	for	Biliteracy	Summer	Ins@tute		2015	

	
	



West	Chicago	District	33	–	Biliteracy	Core	Curriculum	Chart	
Updated	May	25,	2016	

 
 

Grade Spanish English 
 

Pre-Kindergarten	80/20 
All	students 
 

	
See	Chart	

	
																									See	Chart	

Kindergarten		80/20 
All	students 
 

Spanish	Language	Arts	integrated	with: 
Science/Health	(Health	integrated	in	
science) 
Social	Studies 
Math	
275	academic	Spanish	minutes 

English	Language	Arts 
● ESL-Extension	activities	(all	four	

language	domains:	L,S,R,W) 
● 45	academic	English	minutes	

(separate	from	specials) 
● Specials	(Art,	Music,	P.E.) 

First	Grade		70/30 
All	students 
 

Spanish	Language	Arts	integrated	with: 
Science/Health	(health	integrated	in	
science) 
Social	Studies 
Math	
260	academic	Spanish	minutes 

English	Language	Arts	
Extension	activities	(all	four	language	
domains:	L,S,R,W) 
● 55	academic	English	minutes	

(separate	from	specials) 
● Specials	(Art,	Music,	P.E.) 

Second	Grade		60/40 
All	students 
 

Spanish	Language	Arts	integrated	with: 
Science/Health 
(Health	integrated	in	science) 
Social	Studies 
Math	
240	academic	Spanish	minutes 

English	Language	Arts	
● ESL-Extension	activities	(all	four	

language	domains:	L,S,R,W) 
● 75	academic	English	minutes	

(separate	from	specials) 
● Specials	(Art,	Music,	P.E.) 

Third	Grade		50/50 
All	students 
 

Spanish	Language	Arts	integrated	with:	
Social	Studies 
Science/Health	(health	integrated	in	
science) 
135	academic	Spanish	minutes 

English	Language	Arts 
● English	for	LA/ESL:		75	minutes 
● Math:	60	minutes 
● Specials	(Art,	Music,	P.E.) 

135	academic	English	minutes 
Fourth	Grade		50/50 
All	students 
 

Spanish	Language	Arts	integrated	with:	
Social	Studies 
Science/Health	(health	integrated	in	
science) 
135	academic	Spanish	minutes 

English	Language	Arts 
● English	for	LA/ESL:		75	minutes 
● Math:	60	minutes 

Specials	(Art,	Music,	P.E.)	
135	academic	English	minutes 

Fifth	Grade		50/50 
All	students 
 

Spanish	Language	Arts	integrated	with:	
Social	Studies 
Science/Health	(health	integrated	in	
science) 
135	academic	Spanish	minutes 

English	Language	Arts/ESL 
● English	for	LA/ESL:		75	minutes 
● Math:	60	minutes 

Specials	(Art,	Music,	P.E.)	
135	academic	English	minutes 

 

Biliteracy	is	planned	for	
on	a	daily	basis	
using	the	academic	
instruc@onal	minutes	
(not	including	specials	
or	lunch/recess).	



Program	Considera%ons	Handout	





Assump%ons	

•  Students	are	integrated	all	day	(English	
dominant	students	and	ELLS)	

•  Literacy	@me	is	differen@ated	so	as	to	include	
ESL	and	SSL	approaches.	

•  The	op@ons	can	work	with	both	a	one-teacher	
model	(one	teacher	teaches	both	languages)	or	
a	two	teacher	model	(one	teacher	teaches	
Spanish	and	the	other	teacher	teaches	English).	

•  The	op@ons	are	not	a	departmentalized	model.	



More	examples	on	www.teachingforbiliteracy.com/programma@c	resources/	
	









Sketch	your	Language	and	Content	
Alloca%on	Plan	

•  Indicate	the	percentage	of	@me	and	
instruc@onal	minutes	for	each	language	for	
each	grade	level.		

•  Place	it	next	to	your	vision	statement.	
•  Use	green	and	blue	(or	your	colors)	to	indicate	
Spanish	and	English.	





Programma%c	Level:	
Language	and	Content	Alloca%on	Plan	

Classroom	Level:	
Biliteracy	Schedules:		Daily	Spanish	and	English	

Literacy	

Instruc%onal	and	Curricular	Level:	
Biliteracy	Units	



Planning	for	Biliteracy	on	a	Daily	
Basis	

Beeman	and	Urow	
Teaching	for	Biliteracy	Summer	Ins@tute		2015	

In	order	to	develop	biliteracy,	
students	need	to	engage	in	
Spanish	literacy	and	English	

literacy	daily.	
	
	



	
	
	

Sample	schedule:	
80/20	model	
	
	



	
	
	

Sample	schedule:	
80/20	model	
	
	

What	is	this	district’s	
language	and	content	
alloca%on	plan?	



	
	
	

What	is	this		
district’s	language	
and	content	alloca@on	
plan?	



	
	
	



Programma%c	Level:	
Language	and	Content	Alloca%on	Plan	

Classroom	Level:	
Biliteracy	Schedules:		Daily	Spanish	and	English	

Literacy	

Instruc%onal	and	Curricular	Level:	
Biliteracy	Units	



What	is	biliteracy	and	what	
does	biliteracy	look	like?	
	

Biliteracy	Unit	Framework	



BILITERACY	UNIT	FRAMEWORK	(BUF)	



BILITERACY	UNIT	FRAMEWORK	(BUF)	

PAGES	16	AND	17	



Spanish	

English	



English	

Spanish	



The	Biliteracy	Unit	Framework	
•  Plans	biliteracy	at	the	instruc@onal	and	curricular	
level	

•  Reflects	the	research	on	second	language	
acquisi@on	and	best	prac@ces	for	literacy	

•  Can	be	adjusted	to	include	different	types	of	
resources	(Calkins,	Estrellita,	etc.)	figng	those	
resources	into	biliteracy	instead	of	trying	to	fit	
biliteracy	into	the	use	of	those	resources	

•  You	experienced	a	BUF	yesterday	aiernoon	



Programma%c	Level:	
Language	and	Content	Alloca%on	Plan	

Classroom	Level:	
Biliteracy	Schedules:		Daily	Spanish	and	English	

Literacy	

Instruc%onal	and	Curricular	Level:	
Biliteracy	Units	

What	systems	do	you	

currently	have	in	place?	

	
Of	these	three	
systems	,which	is	the	

area	of	greatest	need	in	

your	district?	


