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Institute Norms
• Participate actively and interactively.
• Use technology responsibly.
• Please silence your phones and take them out of 

your line of sight.
• Reduce side-bar conversations – let us know if 

you need time to reflect or discuss in your group.
• Still photos are OK.  Please no videos.
• Bring handouts and text each day.



Oracy and Background Knowledge – Chapter 6

Reading – Chapter 7

The Bridge - Chapter 10

Writing – Chapter 8
Word Study (phonics, fluency, 

grammar) – Chapter 9



Agree /  Disagree



Students need to learn 
everything in both 

languages in order to 
become bilingual.



6 months to 2 years

5 to
 7 ye

ars

Español English



Students develop 
metalinguistic 

awareness simply by 
being bilingual.
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Metalinguistic Development: 
Talmudic Style Reading

Wharton, Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, 2017

• …research has shown that bilingual 
students who receive instruction in how 
their 2 languages are similar and different 
engage more regularly and successfully in 
cross-linguistic transfer, the application of 
a skill or concept learned in one language 
to another (Dressler,  Carlo, Snow, 
August, and White 2011). Pages 4 and 5





Metalinguistic Development

Bilingual students who 
understand how their 2 
languages are similar and 
different achieve higher 
levels of academic success 
(Jiménez, García, and 
Pearson, 1996).



The Bridge has 2 
purposes.
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The purpose of the Bridge is two-fold.  
First, it is to help students transfer 
academic language learned in one 
language to the other language. 
Secondly, it is to engage students in 
contrastive analysis of their languages 
by focusing on how Spanish and English 
are similar and different.

The Bridge - Page 134



The Bridge and 
Bridging mean the 

same thing.



The Bridge
• The Bridge is planned by the 

teacher.  Students play an active 
role.
• Bridging (noticing how the 2 

languages are similar and 
different) is student generated, 
random and can occur anytime!
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Chapter 10
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•Read each key point with 
your partner using 
Talmudic Style Reading (As 
and Bs)



Planning for the Bridge 
at the Curricular Level



Content and 
Language Allocation
Plan





Standards-Based Biliteracy Maps 
plan instruction for the year



Standards-Based Biliteracy Maps 
plan instruction for the year



Planning for the Bridge 
at the Instructional 

Level



Second Edition Updated BUF 



 
 

Second Edition Updated BUF



The Bridge:  
Transfer and 

Contrastive Analysis



Bridge Transfer







Second Edition Updated BUF 



Sample schedule:
80/20 model



Sample schedule:
80/20 model

What is this district’s
language and content
allocation plan?



What is this 
district’s language
and content allocation
plan?
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Spanish Teacher or
During Spanish time

Spanish Teacher or
During Spanish time

English teacher or
During English time

English Teacher or
During English time

English Teacher or
During English time

English Teacher or
During English time

Spanish to English Bridge



English Teacher or
During English time

English Teacher or
During English time

Spanish Teacher or
During Spanish time

Spanish Teacher or
During Spanish time

Spanish Teacher or
During Spanish time

Spanish Teacher or
During Spanish time

English to Spanish Bridge



Bridge Transfer Chart



Contrastive Analysis Chart



Can be turned into a Bridge
Transfer Chart



Bridge Transfer Chart



Contrastive Analysis Chart



Contrastive Analysis Chart



Individualized Student Bridges



Individualized Student Bridges



Individualized Student Bridges







Bridge Transfer:  
Focus on Language –
Practice in the other 

language
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In What Direction Does the Bridge Go?

Spanish to English

English to Spanish
Wharton, Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, 2017



How Long Does a Bridge Take?

1  lesson 
in 1 day



How Long Does a Bridge Take?

30 minutes/day 
for 4 days



The Bridge in a Two-Teacher Model

2 lessons
in 2 classrooms



To summarize…
• The Bridge can be done in an 80/20, 90/10 and 

50/50 type of language program.
• The Bridge can be done in a 1 teacher model (1 

teacher teaches both languages) as well as in a 2 
teacher model (1 Spanish medium teacher and 1 
English medium teacher)

• The Spanish side of the Bridge happens during 
Spanish time of the day

• The English side of the Bridge happens during 
English time of the day.



Bridge Sort



Defining the Bridge

There are two purposes for the Bridge, 
therefore, there are two charts:

1. Transfer of academic content. Also known 
as cross linguistic transfer.

2. Building metalinguistic awareness, which 
is done through contrastive analysis.



The Bridge:  
1. Transfers content
Open the bag, and with a partner, find all 
the photos of Bridge – Transfer Charts.

Tips:
• All the words/phrases are connected 

via a theme.
• The focus of the chart is on transfer 

of content/knowledge.



Transfer:  Story Structures Transfer:  Neighborhoods



Transfer:  Solar system Transfer:  Non-Fiction Texts 
and Ants



Transfer:  Life cycle of the Bean



Transfer:  Photosynthesis/Chlorophyll

Community Workers



Forces and Motion The Lost Colony of North Carolina-
Settlers and Immigrants



States of Matter

Role of Characters in Stories



Find the Three Types of Bridges in your 
Sort

Illustration Side-by-side Así se dice



Considerations in Choosing the 
Kind of Bridge

(Illustration, Side-by-Side or Así se 
Dice)

• Student developmental stages
• Content being transferred
• One, two of all three kinds of transfer 

Bridges



Using the Transfer Bridge to 
Engage in Contrastive Analysis

Contrastive Analysis includes:
• Phonology (letters and sounds)
• Morphology (parts of words and meaning of 

words)
• Syntax and Grammar (rules for the use of 

articles, gender, conjugations ,etc.)
• Pragmatics (underlying rules of the language)



Page 4
of the 
Handouts



Pages 5 and 6
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Defining the Bridge

Bridge Transfer Chart Bridge MeContrastive 
Analysis

Bridge 
Transfer+Extension



Defining the Bridge

Contrastive Analysis:  Morphology



Defining the Bridge



Biliteracy Instruction



Biliteracy Instruction



The Bridge:  
1.  Transfers content
2.  Develops Metalinguistic Awareness via 
contrastive analysis

Find the contrastive analysis 
chart that matches each 
of the transfer charts. 



Defining the Bridge

Closed Sort
• Pair the Bridge Anchor Chart



Defining the Bridge

Closed Sort
• Pair the Bridge Anchor Chart with its 

corresponding Metalinguistic Chart.



Syntax and GrammarTransfer:  Neighborhoods



Phonology
Transfer:  Solar system



Morphology
Transfer:  Non-Fiction Texts 
and Ants



PhonologyTransfer:  Life cycle of 
the Bean



Syntax and GrammarTransfer:  Photosynthesis/
Chlorophyll



Morphology

Community Workers



Forces and Motion Grammar:  Articles and Gender



The Lost Colony of North Carolina-
Settlers and Immigrants

Morphology



States of Matter

Grammar:  Infinitive



Role of Characters in Stories

Grammar:  Verb conjugations



Considerations in Choosing the 
Area of Contrastive Analysis

• Choose one element to teach and 
practice
• Use student authentic writing and other 

performance-based assessment to 
determine what students need
• Use the CCSS:  Foundational Skills (K-5) 

and Language



Additional Considerations

• Contrastive analysis charts are 
“born” in a transfer Bridge.
• Contrastive Analysis charts stay 

up all year long.
• New  examples are added 

throughout the year.



Choose the Area of Contrastive 
Analysis for this Transfer Bridge



Choose the Area of Contrastive 
Analysis for this Transfer Bridge



Turn and Talk

• I learned that ______________.

• I can’t wait to_______________.

• I still wonder_______________.



Evaluation 

• SCHED. (Illinois Resource Center)

• Once your evaluation is completed, you will be 
awarded proof of attendance and continuing 
education credits.


