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Handouts



How does balanced literacy fit 
within biliteracy?



• Define balanced literacy and describe the 
similarities between it and the expectations of 
the Common Core State Standards for 
Language Arts (CCSS).
• Identify and describe the components of 

balanced literacy.
• Generalize how the components of balanced 

literacy fit within biliteracy and the Biliteracy 
Unit Framework (BUF).

Session’s Outcomes:



1. Match the terms 
to the description

2. Identify the routines you currently      
see in practice at your school
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What is ‘Balanced Literacy’?



@ Center for Teaching for Biliteracy



“This three block structured framework (Language 
and Word Study, Reading Workshop, and Writing 
Workshop) will help you conceptualize the 
language arts curriculum, think about students’ 
literacy learning, plan and organize instruction, 
and provide a high level of productivity and 
engagement. The framework is flexible. There are 
many possibilities for variation – in the content 
studied, the texts, the configuration of students 
(individuals, small groups, the whole class) and 
the daily time frames” (p. 13).
Foutas, I.C., & Pinnell, G.S. (2001). Guiding readers and writers grades 3-6: 
Teaching comprehension, genre, and content literacy. Portsmouth, NH: 
Heinemann Wharton, teachingforbiliteracyMW@gmail.com, 2016



What does the Common Core say?
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Meaningful Context
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Meaningful Context



Science, Social Science Content, 
or Universal Theme

Context 
for 

Meaning

Content

Writing

Reading





In other words…
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What is ‘Balanced Literacy’?



Balanced literacy

Reading

Writing
Word Study 
& Language
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In other words…



Context 
for 

Meaning 
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What is ‘Balanced Literacy’?



Science, Social Science Content, 
or Universal Theme

Context 
for 

Meaning

Content

Writing

Reading

Listening and 
Speaking

Language

Foundational Skills



In other words…

Balanced literacy can be defined as the balance 
of three cueing systems: also known as reading, 
writing and word study.  The intersection of the 
three cueing systems is crucial, as is the premise 
that these three areas are taught in an 
integrated fashion within a meaningful context. 
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What Does “Flexible” mean?

In other words…

The components of balanced 
literacy are flexible. They are 
intentionally selected, 
planned, and implemented 
depending on the timing of 
the unit and the needs of the 
students.
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How does Balanced Literacy fit into Biliteracy?



Sort the routines into three categories
Components/
routines that can 
be used during the 
beginning of the 
unit: 

Components/
routines that can 
be used during the 
middle of the unit: 

Components/
routines that can 
be used during the 
end of the unit: 
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How does Balanced Literacy fit into Biliteracy?



Components/
routines that can be 
used during the 
beginning of the unit: 
Co-construct 
background knowledge 
and oracy

Components/
routines that can be 
used during the middle 
of the unit: 

Components/
routines that can be 
used during the end
of the unit: 

Whole Group 
Experiences:

TPR and concept 
attainment

Language/Shared 
reading

Shared writing 

Small Group 
Experiences:

Read aloud with turn 
and talks  
Language experience 
(shared writing)

Word study

Independent Time:
Independent reading

Independent writing

Speaking 
opportunities to share 
projects 
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Emphasis on Oracy, but Developing all 4 Language Domains: 
Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing



BUF : Construct background knowledge through oracy
Balanced Literacy: TPR, shared language 
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Emphasis on Content, but Developing all 4 Language Domains: 
Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing



BUF:  
Inquiry and experiments 

Balanced Literacy:

Shared Language

Modeled Writing
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Context 
for 

Meaning 
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What is ‘Balanced Literacy’?
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Emphasis on Reading Comprehension, but Developing 
all 4 Language Domains: Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing



BUF:  
Reading comprehension

Balanced Literacy:

Shared Language

Modeled Language

Interactive read aloud

Choral reading
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Emphasis on Process Writing, but Developing all 4 
Language Domains: Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing



BUF:  Writing

Balanced Literacy:

Independent reading

Literature study

Mini lessons

Modeled writing

Independent writing

Conferring
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Context 
for 

Meaning 
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Emphasis on Word Study, but Developing all 4 
Language Domains: Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing



BUF:  Word Study

Balanced Literacy:

Independent reading

Literature study

Independent writing

Dictado
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Estudio de palabras



Estudio de palabras

El pasado El presente El futuro

John White trajo
a los inmigrantes 
al Nuevo Mundo.

John White trae 
a los inmigrantes 
al Nuevo Mundo.

John White va a 
traer a los 

inmigrantes al 
Nuevo Mundo.

(Yo) Traje a los 
inmigrantes al 
Nuevo Mundo.

(Yo) Traigo a los 
inmigrantes al 
Nuevo Mundo.

(Yo) Traeré a los 
inmigrantes al 
Nuevo Mundo.



Context 
for 

Meaning 
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Science, Social Science Content, 
or Universal Theme

Context 
for 

Meaning

Content

Writing

Reading

Listening and 
Speaking

Language

Foundational Skills
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How does Balanced Literacy fit into Biliteracy?

The components 
of balanced 
literacy…

In a schedule…



Closure: Tweet Wrap Up
• With your table come up with 

a Tweet that summarizes your 
takeaways from today. 

• You can only use 140 
characters

• Hashtags are extra credit
• Share aloud and on our page
• @T4Biliteracy Twitter Page
• Keep tweets on the table for 

collecting



Ticket out

• Something I learned about oracy is…

• Scaffolds benefit students because…

• My biggest takeaway from this session 
is…….



@T4Biliteracy 
#SeattleBSI2019

#developingbilingual
#growthmindset
#studentcentered
#standardsbased
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