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Handout



How does oracy development 
and the use of scaffolds ensure 
successful literacy experiences?



• Define oracy and scaffolds.
• Experience and observe instruction in order to 

describe how various scaffolds can be used in 
conjunction to ensure successful literacy and 
academic experiences.
• Distinguish between and appropriately select 

scaffolds based on standards and students. 

Session’s Outcomes:



How does oracy development 
and the use of scaffolds ensure 
successful literacy experiences?



What is oracy?

• Academic language
• Word 
• Sentence 
• Discourse

• Allows for content to be 
internalize because 
connected by a meaningful 
context.

In other words, the 

purpose of oracy is to 

prepare students to 

internalize and USE 

academic language 

meaningfully.

So, what I hear her saying is that oracy…



• Promote student-student interaction
• Encourage active and meaningful

participation of all students
• Structure the oral interaction between and 

among students
• Provide students with a structures in which to 

experience new concepts and practice new 
academic language in the language of 
instruction

What do oracy strategies do?



• Prepare students for literacy instruction.
• Ensure all students (Carmen, Paulo, Lucía, 

Hannah, Antonio, and others) are able to 
participate
• Respect the language the students bring into 

the classroom
• Model and teach formal language
• Reduce teacher talk and increase student    

talk and student movement.

Why is oracy important?



Reading

Word 
Study & 

Language
Writing

Context 
for 

Meaning 
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What do I build oracy on?



• The language students need within the 
meaningful context of the unit (the theme)
• The unit enduring understandings or big ideas

What do I build oracy on?



When do you develop oracy?



When do you develop oracy?

• ALWAYS start by building oracy and 
background knowledge
• Building oracy is RECURSIVE – always adding 

language and increasing the complexity of 
the language. 



What are Scaffolds?

Strategies and
supports that get 
students to grade 
level performance 
and 
independence.



Strategies for Student Engagement
What Students Will be Doing



Supports for Language Acquisition

Adapted from WIDA, 2007

How Students Will Be Doing It



• Define oracy and scaffolds.
• Experience and observe instruction in order to 

describe how various scaffolds can be used in 
conjunction to ensure successful literacy and 
academic experiences.
• Distinguish between and appropriately select 

scaffolds based on standards and students. 

Session’s Outcomes:



Strategies in Action:
Adapted Reader’s Theater
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Point to stated pictures, t�
words, phrases
Follow one-step oral t�
directions
Match oral statements t�
to objects, figures or 
illustrations

Sort pictures, objects t�
according to oral 
instructions
Follow two-step oral t�
directions 
Match information t�
from oral descriptions to 
objects, illustrations

Locate, select, order t�
information from oral 
descriptions
Follow multi-step oral t�
directions
Categorize or sequence t�
oral information using 
pictures, objects

Compare/contrast t�
functions, relationships 
from oral information
Analyze and apply oral t�
information
Identify cause and effect t�
from oral discourse

Draw conclusions from t�
oral information
Construct models based t�
on oral discourse
Make connections from t�
oral discourse 
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Name objects, people, t�
pictures
Answer WH- (who, what, t�
when, where, which) 
questions

Ask WH- questionst�
Describe pictures, events, t�
objects, people
Restate factst�

Formulate hypotheses, t�
make predictions
Describe processes, t�
procedures
Retell stories or eventst�

Discuss stories, issues, t�
concepts
Give speeches, oral t�
reports
Offer creative solutions to t�
issues, problems  

Engage in debatest�
Explain phenomena, t�
give examples and justify 
responses
Express and defend t�
points of view
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Match icons and symbols t�
to words, phrases or 
environmental print 
Identify concepts about t�
print and  text features

Locate and classify t�
information
Identify facts and explicit t�
messages
Select language patterns t�
associated with facts

Sequence pictures, events, t�
processes
Identify main ideast�
Use context clues to t�
determine meaning of 
words

Interpret information or t�
data
Find details that support t�
main ideas
Identify word families, t�
figures of speech

Conduct research to t�
glean information from 
multiple sources
Draw conclusions from t�
explicit and implicit text 
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Label objects, pictures, t�
diagrams
Draw in response to a t�
prompt
Produce icons, symbols, t�
words, phrases to convey 
messages

Make listst�
Produce drawings,  t�
phrases, short sentences, 
notes
Give information t�
requested from oral or 
written directions 

Produce bare-bones t�
expository or narrative 
texts
Compare/contrast t�
information
Describe events, people, t�
processes, procedures

Summarize information t�
from graphics or notes
Edit and revise writingt�
Create original ideas or t�
detailed responses

Apply information to t�
new contexts
React to multiple genres t�
and discourses
Author multiple forms/t�
genres of writing
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considered in using this information.

WIDA Can-Do Descriptors (English Learners)
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Sample Lesson

Lesson 1 Lesson 2

Student

Teacher

Scaffolds
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Sample Lesson

Lesson 1 Lesson 2

Student

Teacher

Scaffolds



En la portada
del libro

observo…



Strategies in Action:
Concept Attainment
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Sitio web

- ¿Que es un ecosistema?
- ¿Cuales son sus componentes?
- ¿Como se llaman los niveles tróficos?
- ¿Cuales son las relaciones alimentarias y 

como se describen en una cadena 
alimentaria?

Los ecosistemas

https://bibliotecadeinvestigaciones.wordpress.com/ecologia/los-ecosistemas-componentes-funcionamiento-niveles-troficos-y-cadenas-alimentarias/
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Sample Lesson

Lesson 1 Lesson 2

Student

Teacher

Scaffolds
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I observe…



Strategies Based on Big Ideas



What strategy would you use?

Wharton, teachingforbiliteracyMW@gmail.com, 2017

I want my students to understand that 
community members have responsibilities such 
as following rules and order to keep all 
community members safe. For example:

-In my school community we walk in a quiet 
line so we can hear important directions.
-We raise our hand to speak to signal that 
we have something important to say.



More on Big Ideas (or Enduring Understandings)

On our website:
BUFS -> Big Ideas



Additional Resources 
on our Website



About Blog
Shifting Toward a 
Multilingual View 
of Biliteracy



About Blog
Beginning with 

Biliteracy: A 
Kindergarten 

Story

Susan Pryor



About Blog How I Fit In

Dana Hardt



Session Closure



How does oracy development 
and the use of scaffolds ensure 
successful literacy experiences?



What is oracy?

• Academic language
• Word 
• Sentence 
• Discourse

• Allows for content to be 
internalize because 
connected by a meaningful 
context.

In other words, the 

purpose of oracy is to 

prepare students to 

internalize and USE 

academic language 

meaningfully.

So, what I hear her saying is that oracy…



• Promote student-student interaction
• Encourage active and meaningful

participation of all students
• Structure the oral interaction between and 

among students
• Provide students with a structures in which to 

experience new concepts and practice new 
academic language in the language of 
instruction

What do oracy strategies do?



• Prepare students for literacy instruction.
• Ensure all students (Carmen, Paulo, Lucía, 

Hannah, Antonio, and others) are able to 
participate
• Respect the language the students bring into 

the classroom
• Model and teach formal language
• Reduce teacher talk and increase student    

talk and student movement.

Why is oracy important?



Reading

Word 
Study & 

Language
Writing

Context 
for 

Meaning 
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What do I build oracy on?



When do you develop oracy?



When do you develop oracy?

• ALWAYS start by building oracy and 
background knowledge
• Building oracy is RECURSIVE – always adding 

language and increasing the complexity of 
the language. 



• The language students need within the 
meaningful context of the unit (the theme)
• The unit enduring understandings or big ideas

What do I build oracy on?



Connecting to the Oracy of Day 1

Storyline

Standards
Big Ideas

Oracy



Ticket out

• Something I learned about oracy is…

• Scaffolds benefit students because…

• My biggest takeaway from this session 
is…….



@T4Biliteracy 
#SeattleBSI2019

#developingbilingual
#growthmindset
#studentcentered
#standardsbased
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