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Handout



How does oracy development 
and the use of scaffolds ensure 
successful literacy experiences?



• Define oracy

• Experience and observe instruction in order to 
describe how various scaffolds can be used in 
conjunction to ensure successful literacy and 
academic experiences.

• Identify the big idea of the unit and 
Distinguish the selected scaffolds based on 
standards and students

Session’s Outcomes:



How does oracy development 

and the use of big ideas ensure 

successful literacy experiences?



What is oracy?

• Academic language
• Word 
• Sentence 
• Discourse

• Allows for content to be 
internalized because it is 
connected to a meaningful 
context.

So, what I hear her saying is that oracy…



• Promote student-student interaction

• Encourage active and meaningful
participation of all students

• Structure the oral interaction between and 
among students

• Provide students with a structures in which to 
experience new concepts and practice new 
academic language in the language of 
instruction

What do oracy strategies do?



• Prepare students for literacy instruction.

• Ensure all students (Carmen, Paulo, Antonio, 
Lucía, Hannah, and others) are able to 
participate

• Respect the language students bring into the 
classroom

• Model and teach formal language

• Reduce teacher talk and increase student talk 
and student movement.

Why is oracy important?
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Word 
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What do I build oracy on?



Strategies in Action:

Adapted Reader’s Theater

Listen and Sketch
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Sample Lesson

Lesson 1 Lesson 2

Student

Teacher

Scaffolds



Biliteracy Instruction – Language, 
Literacy, and Content – even with older 
students
• Note – the next text was designed for 

demonstration purposes…

• You will know all the words.

• You will be able to read the text fluently.

• But…the context, or background knowledge, is 
missing.





Now do word sort again
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Sample Lesson

Lesson 1 Lesson 2

Student

Teacher

Scaffolds



• Promote student-student interaction

• Encourage active and meaningful
participation of all students

• Structure the oral interaction between and 
among students

• Provide students with a structures in which to 
experience new concepts and practice new 
academic language in the language of 
instruction

What do oracy strategies do?



• The language students need within the 
meaningful context of the unit (the theme)

• The unit enduring understandings or big ideas

What do I build oracy on?



What was the Enduring understanding or 
Big Idea?

• What did you observe?
• What was the big idea of the 

unit?
• How does this promote 

supports and strategies?



What was the Enduring Understanding or
Big Idea?

• I want my students to 
understand that….

• For example, 
• For example,



Enduring Understanding or Big Idea

I what students to 
understand that stories 
have predictable elements. 
For example:

- All stories have 
characters, a setting, and 
a specific sequence. 



• Strategies can and should be used together.  
Which did I use?  See today’s handout.

• Adapted Readers’ Theater with pictures– p.

• Picture sort– p. 

• Adapted Listen and Sketch (GLAD)

• What do all the oracy strategies have in 
common?

Effective oracy building strategies build the 
language and background knowledge in 
anticipation of reading, writing, and content 
instruction.



• Promote student-student interaction

• Encourage active and meaningful
participation of all students

• Structure the oral interaction between and 
among students

• Provide students with a structures in which to 
experience new concepts and practice new 
academic language in the language of 
instruction

Effective oracy building strategies for the 
beginning of biliteracy units of study…p84



• Prepare students for literacy instruction.

• Ensure all students (Carmen, Paulo, Lucía, 
Hannah, and others) are able to participate

• Respect the language the students bring into 
the classroom

• Model and teach formal language

• Reduce teacher talk and increase student talk 
and student movement.

Effective oracy building strategies for the 
beginning of biliteracy units of study…p84



Strategies in Action:

Concept Attainment

Observation Reports
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Sample Lesson

Lesson 1 Lesson 2

Student

Teacher

Scaffolds
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En la columna 
azul observo …

En la columna 
anaranjada observo …
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En la columna 
azul observo …

En la columna 
anaranjada observo …
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En la columna 
azul observo …

En la columna 
anaranjada observo …
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En la columna 
azul observo …

En la columna 
anaranjada observo …
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En la columna 
azul observo …

En la columna 
anaranjada observo …
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En la columna 
azul observo …

En la columna 
anaranjada observo …

63© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy – Wharton



En la columna 
azul observo …

En la columna 
anaranjada observo …
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Todas las cosas en 
la columna 
anaranjada 
demuestran…

Todas las cosas en 
la columna azul 
demuestran…
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En esta ilustración observo..
Entonces, creo que va en la columna…



En la columna 
azul observo …

En la columna 
anaranjada observo …
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Melody Wharton - Center for 
Teaching for Biliteracy

En esta ilustración observo..
Entonces, pienso que va en la columna…



En la columna 
azul observo …

En la columna 
anaranjada observo …
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Adaptación física Adaptación del 
comportamiento
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Adaptación física
Adaptación del 
comportamiento
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..adaptaciones físicas y Adaptaciones de 
comportamiento.

Todos los animales tienen…







Enduring Understanding or Big Idea

I what students to understand that all 
organisms that can be classified according 
to their physical and behavioral traits
For example:

- Physical traits describe organisms 
external and internal parts that come 
from inherited traits from their 
parents.

- Behavioral traits are allow organisms 
survive such as hibernation, staying 
in groups and storing food. 
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Sample Lesson

Lesson 1 Lesson 2

Student

Teacher

Scaffolds



What was the Big Idea?

• What did you observe?
• What was the big idea of the 

unit?
• How does this promote 

supports and strategies?



What was the Big Idea?

• I want my students to 
understand that….

• For example, 
• For example,



Focus for Observation

4th Grade Science; Spanish



• The language students need within the 
meaningful context of the unit (the theme)

• The unit enduring understandings or big ideas

What do I build oracy on?



Enduring Understanding or Big Idea

I what students to understand 
that there are a variety of 
forces that impact the 
movement of an object. For 
example:



Enduring Understanding or Big Idea

I what students to understand 
that there are a variety of 
forces that impact the 
movement of an object. For 
example:

- What examples of forces 
did you witness in the 
video?



Enduring Understanding or Big Idea

I what students to understand 
that there are a variety of 
forces that impact the 
movement of an object. For 
example:

- Gravity is a force that 
pushes objects toward 
the earth.

- Friction is a force that 
slows objects down.



What was the Big Idea?

• I want my students to 
understand that….

• For example, 
• For example,



Focus for Observation



Concept Attainment– p. 81

- Students attain the concept by discussing 
a series of examples

- For a concept or comparing two concepts
- Capitalizes on student background 

knowledge to teach academic content
- Supports are in place to helps students 

engage in a conversation.



Strategies Based on Big Ideas



What strategy would you use with this 

Big Idea?
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Kinder:
I want my students to understand that the 
community members follow rules and order to 
keep community members safe.
• For example, in my school community, we 

walk in a quiet line so we can hear the 
important directions.

• For example, in the classroom we raise our 
hands to speak, to signal we have something 
to say. 



What strategy would you use with this 

Big Idea?
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Fourth Grade:
I want my students to understand that the 
geography of the natural resources of our 
region influences the life in the community.
• For example, in Washington there are many 

lakes and rivers making travel and industry 
more economical.

• For example, the volcanic ash in Washington



What strategy would you use with this 

Big Idea?
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High School:
I want my students to understand that when 
reading literary text, it is important to 
determine the theme of the text and analyze 
the development over the course of the text.
• For example, the theme of the Llorona is you 

never know what you have until it is gone 
and each character has a different point of 
view.



More on Big Ideas (or Enduring Understandings)

On our website:
BUFS -> Big Ideas



• Promote student-student interaction

• Encourage active and meaningful
participation of all students

• Structure the oral interaction between and 
among students

• Provide students with a structures in which to 
experience new concepts and practice new 
academic language in the language of 
instruction

Effective oracy building strategies for the 
beginning of biliteracy units of study…p84



Closure:

Tweet me!

If I ensure to…. Then…

@T4Biliteracy


