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The standards in the 
BUF  Triangle come 

from standards-based 
biliteracy maps.



Step 1:  Create
Biliteracy Maps
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Biliteracy Systems and Structures

• Vision  (reflects a multilingual mindset)
• Pedagogy (reflect balanced literacy and 

biliteracy)
• Systems and Structures (reflect a 

multilingual mindset)
– Schedules
– Curriculum
– Assessment
– Materials



Language and Content Allocation Plan
Determines your Structures:

Daily 
Schedules

Biliteracy Curriculum/Units

Materials/
Resources



Standards-Based Biliteracy Maps 
plan instruction for the year



Jefferson Park Middle School, Villa Park, Il.



Standards-Based Biliteracy Maps 
plan instruction for the year

80/20 Example



Standards-Based Biliteracy Maps 
plan instruction for the year

50/50 Example



Planning for biliteracy begins with 
standards-based biliteracy maps.

Turn and Talk:
Instead of starting with units, 
we start planning with year-
long maps because 
______________________.



Planning for biliteracy begins with 
standards-based biliteracy maps.

Because….maps help us strategize 
how Spanish and English are 
connected, and they reduce 
redundancy and optimize transfer.  
If we start with units, we miss 
these steps and we may have 
created holes! 



Standards-based
v.s.

Standards-aligned?



Standards-based v.s. Standards-aligned?

Standards-aligned Standards-based

Unit
Standard

Standard

Standard

Unit
Standard

Standard

Standard

Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy – La Cosecha, 2017



Standards-Based Biliteracy Maps 
plan instruction for the year



Standards-Based Biliteracy Maps 
plan instruction for the year



Designing Biliteracy Maps
Biliteracy maps follow a design strategy that is… 

• Based in standards, NOT materials or 
resources
• Anchored in best practice and research in the 

field of biliteracy and literacy (integration of 
language, content and literacy, oracy before 
literacy)
• Applicable to all grades and language 

programs:  50/50; 80/20; 1 teacher model; 2 
teacher model



Content:  Science, Social 
Science Standards or a 
Universal Theme.

Biliteracy Units are Integrated:  Content, 
Literacy and Language.  Content and reading and writing 
standards are selected as part of the mapping process.

Writing Standards

Reading Standards



Instructional Shifts in the 
Social Science Standards
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Content:  Science, Social 
Science Standards or a 
Universal Theme.

Biliteracy Units are Integrated:  Content, 
Literacy and Language.  Content and reading and writing 
standards are selected as part of the mapping process.

Writing Standards

Reading Standards



Standards-Based Biliteracy Maps 
plan instruction for the year

Sample 80/20 Map



Standards-Based Biliteracy Maps 
plan instruction for the year

Sample 50/50 Map



https://www.socialstudies.org/c3

https://www.socialstudies.org/c3


C3 Framework for Social Studies
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Social Studies Standards for Washington State
Inquiry Dimension 1

Tools and Concepts
Dimension 2

Evaluating Sources
and Using 
Evidence
Dimension 3

Communicating
And Taking Action
Dimension 4



WA Social Studies Standards K-5

Source: Illinois Social Science Standards Recommendations, 
May 2015

Elementary Themes
Use as a Framework for Addressing the Standards- OSPI

Kindergarten: Self (near & far; now and then)

First Grade: Families (near & far; now & then)

Second Grade:Community (near & far; now & then)

Third Grade: Culture: People, Places, and Environment

Fourth Grade: Washington State History (local tribal history)

Fifth Grade: US History (pre-colonial period to independence)
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World

Country

State

City

Community

Family

Self

Expanding Communities Sequence

K  
1  
2  

3  

4  

5  

6  7  8  
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Compelling Questions
• First Grade:  Are there rules everywhere? (Unit 1 on 

Civics – Living, Learning and Working Together)

• Fifth Grade:  Why did Europeans dominate Native 
Americans and not the other way around?  (Unit 1:  
Our Nation, Our World)

• Good questions are:
– Intellectually meaty (an enduring understanding)
– Student-friendly



C3 Instructional Shifts

1. Craft questions that spark and sustain an 
inquiry

2. Cultivate and nurture collaborative civic 
spaces

3. Integrate content and skills purposefully
4. Promote literacy practices and outcomes
5. Provide tangible opportunities for taking 

informed action

This means that _________________



Year-Long Storyline



Unit Storyline



Share:
• What I like about the social studies 

standards is _____________________.

• To meet the instructional shifts in the 
standards, we should _____________.

• In my practice, social studies_________.


