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Beginning the Year Routines

Read Something
Say Something
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Sentence prompts to talk about the article:

• This part of the article is about _________

• What does _________ mean? 

• Why _____________? 

• This part of the text that describes _______ 

reminds me of _______
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Strategy: Read Something, Write Something

• Shows the natural connection between reading 
and writing 

• Gives students support for language so they 
can do the heavy cognitive lifting with content

• Allows teacher to monitor student thinking and 
comprehension

• What else?  



Language Policy
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Create a safe place for students to 
Grow and use

both of
their

languages  



Morning Routines 

A morning routine I would like to implement 
this year is ___________________ .



Recognize all 
languages in the 
classroom

Establish a 
Bilingual Identity



Language Policy
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Status of Languages



Language Policy
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Give students tools for using each language
• Display and practice phrases need for daily routines
• Support and expect students to use the language 



Content & Language Allocation

Determine the student bilingual 
trajectory in their elementary 
schooling experience

Decisions made at the school or 
district level
• Impacts staffing
• Resources
• Funding



Instruction and the Learning Environment 
Reflect Biliteracy

Teaching for biliteracy Includes 
three Linguistic Spaces:

–Spanish
–The Bridge
–English
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Marking the language
Instruction



Language Policy
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• Establish clear routines for the three linguistic spaces: Spanish, 
the Bridge, and English
• Give developing bilinguals tools for using each language.
• Establish clear routines for collaboration and organize instruction 

to build independence.
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El Puente The Bridge

The Classroom



Anchor Charts Supporting
Developing Bilinguals



Instructional Anchor Charts
Supporting Literacy in Spanish



Instructional Anchor Charts
Supporting Authentic Language Structure



The Bridge



Teaching for Biliteracy happens in three linguistic spaces

Create Three Linguistic Spaces
Spanish 
• Teacher maintains Spanish
• Students maintain Spanish
• Materials, instruction, and 

classroom assessments in 
Spanish

• Literacy instruction in Spanish
• Content in Spanish all year (for 

example, Math is in Spanish all 
year in K-3)

English
• Teacher maintains English
• Students maintain English
• Materials, instruction, and 

classroom assessment in 
English

• Literacy instruction in English
• Content in English all year (for 

example, Social Studies is in 
English all year 4th and 5th

grades) 

The Bridge
Planned moment after the classroom-
based unit assessment when the teacher 
brings the two languages together for 
contrastive analysis and transfer

In the bridge space you will find….
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understanding of subject area learning or of literacy 
development.
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The Bridge has a physical 
space, but not a daily 

scheduled time



SPANISH

ENGLISHEL PUENTE
THE BRIDGE



Biliteracy includes three linguistic spaces:  
The Bridge

Two Teacher Model One Teacher Model

The language she/he 
teaches (Spanish or 
English)

The Bridge

Spanish

The Bridge

English
©Teaching for Biliteracy



Supporting Instruction



A Place for Everything and Everything in its Place
Sc
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Social 
Studies

Language 
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Language 
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M
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Biliteracy Instruction
…integrates content, literacy and 

language instruction
is reflected in our spaces and schedules



What I need to know
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Randy Bomer, 2011 

In other words….



What I need to know
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My students
Chapter 2.        p. 33



Sympathetic Nerve

Approach

Dopamine & 
Serotonin



What are the implications of diversity of ….
Language
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“Low in both 
languages”

“Spanglish is a 
skill, not a 
mistake”

-Isabel, student

31





What I need to know
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WIDA Podemos Spanish Descriptors
• One per student
• BoY, MoY, and EoY

WIDA CAN DO English Descriptors
• One per student
• BoY, MoY, and EoY



Knowing where our students are in their 
language trajectory informs our:

• Determine student’s literacy vs language ability  
• Oracy planning
• Select reading selections
• Partnering students
• Small group instruction
• Informing parents



Supporting “all students to achieve at grade 
level” happens best through critical, culturally 
sustaining pedagogies in which we teach state 
and national standards in relation to real, local 
contexts. Students from historically minoritized 
communities “ achieve” when we interrogate 
power relationships and center their
community knowledges.

Palmer, Cervantez-Soon, 2018
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The institute handouts and Power Points 
are available at:

http://bit.ly/BiliteracyChicago2019

http://bit.ly/BiliteracyChicago2019
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