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Sample Biliteracy Instruction
• Review of the BUF

• Getting to know the students:  determining language 
proficiency levels and pairings

• Sample instruction focused on:
– Standards

– Language instruction strategies

– Content and literacy strategies

– Oracy building

– The Bridge and Extension

• Reflection and The Learning Environment



Participants will experience an entire 
biliteracy unit (which typically lasts 2-4 
weeks) within 2 hours, highlighting those 
elements that are most different in 
teaching for biliteracy: the oracy building 
and the Bridge between languages.

The purpose of this afternoon’s session

In other words, this afternoon we will…



The Biliteracy Unit Framework (BUF)



The BUF….

•Reflects the program’s 
vision, pedagogy and 
language and content 
allocation plan.



1st grade 
Grade

Student 
Schedule

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy



Content and Language Allocation Plan

80/20 Spanish English

PK-5

Science
Social Studies

Literacy
Math

Literacy

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy







The BUF Integrates Content (or 
Universal Theme) with Language Arts

• Let’s look at your condensed BUF

• Find the NGSS standards this unit 
addresses

• Find the CCSS Language Arts 
standards this unit addresses











The BUF….

•Meets the needs of all 
developing bilinguals in 
the classroom



Student Profiles – Developing Bilinguals

Language Minority Sequential Bilingual

Language Majority Sequential Bilingual

Simultaneous Bilingual

Language Minority Sequential Bilingual



As students engage in biliteracy they 
ALL become 

developing bilinguals 
(bilingual learners)



www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Strategic Pairing and Grouping

How will you pair your students for activities 
in your classroom this year?



Sample Biliteracy Instruction
• Review of the BUF

• Getting to know the students:  determining language 
proficiency levels and pairings

• Sample instruction focused on:
– Standards

– Language instruction strategies

– Content and literacy strategies

– Oracy building

– The Bridge and Extension

• Reflection and The Learning Environment



WIDA Can-Do Descriptors (English Learners)



Sample Biliteracy Instruction
• Review of the BUF
• Getting to know the students:  determining language 

proficiency levels and pairings
• Sample instruction focused on:

– Standards
– Language instruction strategies
– Content and literacy strategies
– Oracy building
– The Bridge and Extension

• Reflection and the Learning Environment
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El Ciclo de Vida de la 

Mariposa

Cuando sale la mariposa, sus alas 

son suaves, pero un liquido 

empieza a correr por sus venas y, 

poco a poco, sus alas van 

creciendo y se van endureciendo.

Las mariposas ponen sus 

huevos en plantas.  Sus huevos 

varían mucho de tamaño y 

forma, pero las orugas salen de 

ellos en pocos días, y empiezan 

a comer inmediatamente.

La oruga cambia de piel varias 

veces mientras está creciendo.  

Después, la oruga se convierte 

en crisálida, y dentro de la 

crisálida, se forma la mariposa.



Marking the Language of 
Instruction



Empieza la 
unidad de 
ciencias y + 
Artes de 
Lenguage
con 
oralidad..!



El ciclo de vida de la mariposa
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El ciclo de vida de la mariposa
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La pecera
Primero__________.

Segundo__________.

Tercero___________.

Cuarto____________.

Luego_____________.

Finalmente________.

Es (un)_____________.

la mariposa

la oruga

El huevo

pone
sale
come
crece
se convierte
naceBeeman -Teaching for Biliteracy, OCPS Sept. 

2014

La crisálida.     
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A practicar



Las acciones

pone

crece

Se convierte

sale

come

nace

Beeman -Teaching for Biliteracy, OCPS Sept. 
2014
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Tu gráfica

1. Pega las fotos en 
orden.

2. Escribe en verde
arriba de la foto.

3. Usa estas palabras
en tus oraciones.

La ___________

Mariposa         Oruga

Huevos Planta

Pone                Sale

Come               Crece

Se convierte Nace

Beeman -Teaching for Biliteracy, OCPS Sept. 
2014
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El Ciclo de Vida de la Mariposa

• La mariposa pone sus huevos en la planta.

• Las orugas salen de los huevos.

• Las orugas pequeñas comen las hojas.

• Las orugas crecen.

• La oruga se convierte en crisálida.

• La mariposa nace de la crisálida.

Beeman -Teaching for Biliteracy, OCPS Sept. 
2014



Se trabaja
la comprensión
lectora, la 
escritura, y las
destrezas
fundamentales.

Septiembre



El ciclo de vida de una mariposa. Primero, la 
mariposa pone sus huevos en la hoja verde. 
Segundo, la oruga sale del huevo. Tercero, la 
oruga come la hoja. Cuarto, la oruga crece y 
crece. Luego, la oruga se convierte en una 
crisálida. Finalmente, la mariposa nace de la 
crisálida. Es el ciclo de vida de una mariposa.

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

El ciclo de vida de la mariposa

De la oralidad                a lectoescritura



Grade level academic standards

1st Grade RF Standards
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El Ciclo de Vida de la 

Mariposa

Cuando sale la mariposa, sus alas 

son suaves, pero un liquido 

empieza a correr por sus venas y, 

poco a poco, sus alas van 

creciendo y se van endureciendo.

Las mariposas ponen sus 

huevos en plantas.  Sus huevos 

varían mucho de tamaño y 

forma, pero las orugas salen de 

ellos en pocos días, y empiezan 

a comer inmediatamente.

La oruga cambia de piel varias 

veces mientras está creciendo.  

Después, la oruga se convierte 

en crisálida, y dentro de la 

crisálida, se forma la mariposa.
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El Puente - The Bridge 

Spanish



1st grade
Biliteracy 
Schedule

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy



The life cycle of the butterfly

Beeman -Teaching for Biliteracy, OCPS Sept. 
2014
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The Bridge – El Puente

Spanish English



Contrastive Analysis

el la los las the

el ciclo la
mariposa

los
huevos

Las 
hojas

the cycle

el 
huevo

la 
crisálida

los ciclos Las 
orugas

the 
butterfly

the 
caterpillars

the 
chrysalis

the 



Add English to your graph

1. In blue, write below 
the photo.

2. Use our words in 
your sentence.

The _____________.

Butterfly       Caterpillar

Eggs               Plant

Lays               Hatches

Eats                Grows

Becomes       Is born

Beeman -Teaching for Biliteracy, OCPS Sept. 
2014
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Participating in Biliteracy Instruction

• How did you feel as a learner?
• How did the progression of activities in 

the unit develop language and content?
• How did students participate?
• How were students held accountable for 

their learning?



Biliteracy Unit 
Framework

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy



The Biliteracy Unit Framework (BUF)







Adapted Readers TheaterDay 1 



Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for 
Biliteracy

Add TPR to the Academic Terms and PracticeDay 1 - 3



Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for 
Biliteracy

Initial Oracy & Background Knowledge Building



Content Area Instruction

What other inquiry activities could I have 
engaged in with students to build their 
content knowledge around the theme of 
“life cycles”?



Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for 
Biliteracy

Practice TPR with Academic Terms

Inquiry and Research on the 
comparison of different life 

cycles of organisms
Day 3 - 12



Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for 
Biliteracy

Initial Oracy & Background Knowledge Building

Content Area Instruction
(and oracy development)



Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for 
Biliteracy

Practice TPR with Academic Terms

Inquiry and Research on the 
interdependence between the 

people and places in a community

Identify the main topic 
and retell key details of a 

text.
Day 12-23 



Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for 
Biliteracy

Initial Oracy & Background Knowledge Building

Content Area Instruction
(and oracy development)

Reading Comprehension
(and oracy development)



Writing Instruction
And Oracy Development

The 
Writing 
Process

Brainstorming

Pre-Writing

DraftingRevising

Publishing



Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for 
Biliteracy

Initial Oracy & Background Knowledge Building

Content Area Instruction
(and oracy development)

Reading Comprehension
(and oracy development)

Write an informative 
about how the life cycle of 

the butterfly is unique.
Day 24-35



Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for 
Biliteracy

Initial Oracy & Background Knowledge Building

Content Area Instruction
(and oracy development)

Reading Comprehension
(and oracy development)

Process Writing
(and oracy development)



Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for 
Biliteracy

Initial Oracy & Background Knowledge Building

Content Area Instruction
(and oracy development)

Reading Comprehension
(and oracy development)

Process Writing
(and oracy development)

El/La/Los/Las- Articles
Tricky letters (c,z,s) Verbs Day 36 - 38 



Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for 
Biliteracy

Initial Oracy & Background Knowledge Building

Content Area Instruction
(and oracy development)

Reading Comprehension
(and oracy development)

Process Writing
(and oracy development)

El/La/Los/Las- Articles
, tricky letters (c,s,z) verbs 



Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for 
Biliteracy

Initial Oracy & Background Knowledge Building

Content Area Instruction
(and oracy development)

Reading Comprehension
(and oracy development)

Process Writing
(and oracy development)

El/La/Los/Las- Articles
tricky letters (c,z,s)  verbs

Complete Summative Assessment Day 39 - 40 



Defining Biliteracy:
Teaching for Biliteracy means 

always teaching 
language 
literacy

and 
content



The Bridge



Spanish

English



The Bridge:  Two Purposes

• Transfer:  Academic concepts and language. –
ridge itself (side-by-side) and transfer 
extension



Bridge Transfer Extension
•Students will engage in an adapted readers theater 
using The Hungry Caterpillar. The teacher will 
incorporate some of the words that were presented 
in the transfer bridge to retell the story with 
illustrations and TPR

•Student pairs will create their cooperative sentences 
to recount the story and attach an illustration that 
goes with each sentence. In small groups, students 
will work together to add temporal words and read 
to the whole group.

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy



Bridge Transfer Extension
Students will engage in: 

•Listening, Speaking , Reading, and Writing

• Have multiple opportunities to practice the 
language of the content that they learned in 
the new language. 

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy



The Bridge:  Two Purposes
• Transfer:  Academic concepts and language.–

Bridge itself (side-by-side) and transfer 
extension

• Contrastive Analysis:  comparing and 
contrasting Spanish and English (phonology, 
morphology,  syntax and grammar, 
pragmatics)



Contrastive Analysis:
morphology

Cognados Cognates

Ciclo cycle

Crisalida Chrysalis



Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for 
Biliteracy

Initial Oracy & Background Knowledge Building

Content Area Instruction
(and oracy development)

Reading Comprehension
(and oracy development)

Process Writing
(and oracy development)

Articles, tricky letters (c,s,z), 
verbs

Complete Summative Assessment

Day 41 - 43 



When does 
the Bridge 
happen in an 
80/20 – one-
teacher 
model?



100

When does 
the Bridge 
happen in 
a self-
contained 
50/50 
program? 



How does 
the Bridge 
work in a 
50/50 two-
teacher 
model?



Participating in Biliteracy Instruction

• How did you feel as a learner?
• How did the progression of activities in 

the unit develop language and content?
• How did students participate?
• How were students held accountable for 

their learning?



Closure:  Sum it up

_________+________=_________


