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Seattle/Issaquah Summer Institute:
Teaching for Biliteracy:  

Strengthening Bridges Between 
Languages

Issaquah, Washington
August 6-8, 2019

@T4Biliteracy 
Teaching for Biliteracy

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Sample Biliteracy Instruction

• Review of the BUF
• Getting to know the students:  determining 

language proficiency levels and pairings
• Sample instruction focused on:
– Standards
– Language instruction strategies
– Content and literacy strategies
– Oracy building
– The Bridge and Extension

• Reflection

http://www.teachingforbiliteracy.com/
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Participants will experience an entire 
biliteracy unit (which typically lasts 3-6 
weeks) within 2 hours, highlighting those 
elements that are unique in teaching for 
biliteracy:  the oracy building and the 
Bridge between languages.

The purpose of this afternoon’s session

In other words, this afternoon we will…

The Biliteracy Unit Framework (BUF)
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The BUF….
•Reflects the program’s 
vision, pedagogy and 
language and content 
allocation plan.

Content and Language Allocation Plan

50/50 Spanish English

PK-5
Science

Social Studies
Literacy

Math
Literacy

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Content and Language Allocation Plan

50/50 Spanish English

PK-5
Science

Social Studies
Literacy

Math
Literacy

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

2nd Grade 
Student 

Schedule

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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2nd Grade 
Student 

Schedule

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Content and Language Allocation Plan

70/30 Spanish English

PK-5

Science
Social Studies

Literacy
Math

Literacy

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Content and Language Allocation Plan

50/50 Spanish English

PK-5
Science
Literacy

Math

Social Science
Literacy

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Content and Language Allocation Plan

50/50 Spanish English

PK-5
Science
Literacy

Math

Social Science
Literacy

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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2nd Grade 
Student 

Schedule

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

2nd Grade 
Student 

Schedule

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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The BUF Integrates Content (or 
Universal Theme) with Language 

Arts

• Let’s look at your condensed BUF
• Find the NGSS standards this unit 

addresses
• Find the CCSS Language Arts 

standards this unit addresses

The Biliteracy Unit Framework (BUF)

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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The BUF….

•Meets the needs of all 
developing bilinguals in 
the classroom



8/5/19

13

Student Profiles – Developing Bilinguals

Language Minority Sequential Bilingual

Language Majority Sequential Bilingual

Simultaneous Bilingual

Language Minority Sequential  or 
Simultaneous Bilingual

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

As students engage in biliteracy they 
ALL become 

developing bilinguals 
(bilingual learners)

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Participating in Biliteracy Instruction

• How did you feel as a learner?
• How did the progression of activities in the 

unit develop language, content and literacy?
• How did students participate?
• How were students held accountable for 

their learning?
Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Strategic Pairing and Grouping

Teaching for Biliteracy includes strategic 
pairing using a number of different variables. 
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For the given level of English language proficiency, with support, English language learners can:
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Point to stated pictures, t�
words, phrases
Follow one-step oral t�
directions
Match oral statements t�
to objects, figures or 
illustrations

Sort pictures, objects t�
according to oral 
instructions
Follow two-step oral t�
directions 
Match information t�
from oral descriptions to 
objects, illustrations

Locate, select, order t�
information from oral 
descriptions
Follow multi-step oral t�
directions
Categorize or sequence t�
oral information using 
pictures, objects

Compare/contrast t�
functions, relationships 
from oral information
Analyze and apply oral t�
information
Identify cause and effect t�
from oral discourse

Draw conclusions from t�
oral information
Construct models based t�
on oral discourse
Make connections from t�
oral discourse 
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Name objects, people, t�
pictures
Answer WH- (who, what, t�
when, where, which) 
questions

Ask WH- questionst�
Describe pictures, events, t�
objects, people
Restate factst�

Formulate hypotheses, t�
make predictions
Describe processes, t�
procedures
Retell stories or eventst�

Discuss stories, issues, t�
concepts
Give speeches, oral t�
reports
Offer creative solutions to t�
issues, problems  

Engage in debatest�
Explain phenomena, t�
give examples and justify 
responses
Express and defend t�
points of view
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Match icons and symbols t�
to words, phrases or 
environmental print 
Identify concepts about t�
print and  text features

Locate and classify t�
information
Identify facts and explicit t�
messages
Select language patterns t�
associated with facts

Sequence pictures, events, t�
processes
Identify main ideast�
Use context clues to t�
determine meaning of 
words

Interpret information or t�
data
Find details that support t�
main ideas
Identify word families, t�
figures of speech

Conduct research to t�
glean information from 
multiple sources
Draw conclusions from t�
explicit and implicit text 
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Label objects, pictures, t�
diagrams
Draw in response to a t�
prompt
Produce icons, symbols, t�
words, phrases to convey 
messages

Make listst�
Produce drawings,  t�
phrases, short sentences, 
notes
Give information t�
requested from oral or 
written directions 

Produce bare-bones t�
expository or narrative 
texts
Compare/contrast t�
information
Describe events, people, t�
processes, procedures

Summarize information t�
from graphics or notes
Edit and revise writingt�
Create original ideas or t�
detailed responses

Apply information to t�
new contexts
React to multiple genres t�
and discourses
Author multiple forms/t�
genres of writing

9DULDELOLW\�RI�VWXGHQWV¶�FRJQLWLYH�GHYHORSPHQW�GXH�WR�DJH��JUDGH�OHYHO�VSDQV��WKHLU�GLYHUVLW\�RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�GLDJQRVHG�OHDUQLQJ�GLVDELOLWLHV��LI�DSSOLFDEOH���DUH�WR�EH�
considered in using this information.

WIDA Can-Do Descriptors 
(English Learners)

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

SALSA “Can-Do” Descriptors 
(Spanish Learners)

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Where do you fall in Spanish?

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Point to stated pictures, t�
words, phrases
Follow one-step oral t�
directions
Match oral statements t�
to objects, figures or 
illustrations

Sort pictures, objects t�
according to oral 
instructions
Follow two-step oral t�
directions 
Match information t�
from oral descriptions to 
objects, illustrations

Locate, select, order t�
information from oral 
descriptions
Follow multi-step oral t�
directions
Categorize or sequence t�
oral information using 
pictures, objects

Compare/contrast t�
functions, relationships 
from oral information
Analyze and apply oral t�
information
Identify cause and effect t�
from oral discourse

Draw conclusions from t�
oral information
Construct models based t�
on oral discourse
Make connections from t�
oral discourse 
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Describe processes, t�
procedures
Retell stories or eventst�

Discuss stories, issues, t�
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Give speeches, oral t�
reports
Offer creative solutions to t�
issues, problems  

Engage in debatest�
Explain phenomena, t�
give examples and justify 
responses
Express and defend t�
points of view
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determine meaning of 
words

Interpret information or t�
data
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requested from oral or 
written directions 

Produce bare-bones t�
expository or narrative 
texts
Compare/contrast t�
information
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from graphics or notes
Edit and revise writingt�
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new contexts
React to multiple genres t�
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Author multiple forms/t�
genres of writing
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considered in using this information.

Hay tres estados de la materia: la materia sólida, 
la materia líquida, y la materia gaseosa. Un gas se 
convierte en un líquido cuando la temperatura se 
enfría. Este proceso se llama condensación. La 
congelación, o la solidificación, es cuando la 
temperatura de un líquido se enfría y el líquido se 
convierte en un sólido. Cuando la temperatura de 
un sólido se calienta, el sólido se convierte en un 
líquido. Esto se llama fusión. En cambio, cuando 
la temperatura de un líquido se calienta, y el 
líquido se convierte en un gas, se llama 
evaporación. Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Los estados de la materia
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The Biliteracy Unit Framework (BUF)

Marking the Language of 
Instruction

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Sample Instruction

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Los estados de la 
materia 

gas sólido

líquido

Teatro de Lectores Adaptado

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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La temperatura

Frío Caliente

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Cuando un gas

Se enfría Esto se llama 
condensación

Se convierte en un líquido

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Cuando un líquido

Se enfría

Se convierte en un sólido

Esto se llama 
congelación
solidificación

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Cuando un sólido

Se convierte en un líquido

Esto se llama 
fusión

Se calienta

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Cuando un líquido
Se

 ca
lie

nt
a

Se convierte un gas

Esto se llama
evaporación 

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Los estados de la 
materia 

gas sólido

líquido

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Palabras claves

Un gas

Un líquido

Un sólido

Se calienta

Se enfría

• Condensación
• Congelación
• Fusión
• Evaporación

• Se convierte

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Creando la gráfica
1. Abre la bolsa
2. Saca las fotos

3. Esta foto va aquí porque ______.
4. Estoy de acuerdo o no estoy de acuerdo.
5. Te toca
6. Gracias
7. Túrnense hasta terminar de colocar

todas las fotos.
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Agregar las palabras

• Busca las palabras correspondientes
a las fotos.
• Trabaja con tu pareja.
• Luego, forma oraciones con las 

palabras.

(C) Center for Teaching for 
Biliteracy

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy



8/5/19

27

Instrucción del contenido con 
investigaciones y experiencias.  

• Llevar a cabo varios experimentos sobre los estados de la 
materia

• Observar videos de los estados de la materia
• Escribir acerca de lo que aprendimos y observamos
• Agregar a nuestro ART

Durante varios días

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

De la oralidad                a lectoescritura

• Experimentos
• Videos
• TPR
• Visuales
• Clasificaciones
• Frases claves
• LEA

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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LEA:  Los estados de la materia

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Hay tres estados de la materia: la materia sólida, 
la materia líquida, y la materia gaseosa. Un gas se 
convierte en un líquido cuando la temperatura se 
enfría. Este proceso se llama condensación. La 
congelación, o la solidificación, es cuando la 
temperatura de un líquido se enfría y el líquido se 
convierte en un sólido. Cuando la temperatura de 
un sólido se calienta, el sólido se convierte en un 
líquido. Esto se llama fusión. En cambio, cuando 
la temperatura de un líquido se calienta, y el 
líquido se convierte en un gas, se llama 
evaporación. Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Los estados de la materia

De la oralidad                a lectoescritura



8/5/19

29

Horario de 
2 grado

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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La comprensión lectora

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Durante el enfoque de la lectura:

2. La escritura en esta 
etapa se enfoca en el 
estándar 8 –
responder a la lectura 
– no en una 
redacción.

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Mini lecciones
Trabajo             

independiente
Trabajo en 

grupos 
pequeños

Leer libros en  
voz alta

Compartir y     
clausurar

La comprensión lectora

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

La comprensión lectora
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Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

La comprensión lectora

Horario de 
2 grado

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

La redacción (escritura): 

Durante varios días

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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La redacción (escritura): 

Selectivamente 
usar puntos de 
enseñanza que 
se alinean con la 
unidad y con lo 
que mis 
estudiantes 
necesitan.

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Horario de 
2 grado

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Estudio de palabras

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Estudio de palabras

5 sílabas 3 sílabas 2 sílabas

E-va-por-a-ción Ma-te-ria Lla-ma

Con-den-sa-ción Só-li-do Fu-sión

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Con-ge-la-ción Lí-qui-do

Co-mien-za

Estudio de palabras

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Estudio de palabras – Clasificar por sílabas

5 sílabas 3 sílabas 2 sílabas

E-va-por-a-ción Ma-te-ria Lla-ma

Con-den-sa-ción Só-li-do Fu-sión

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Con-ge-la-ción Lí-qui-do

Co-mien-za

Estudio de palabras –
Clasificar por tipo de palabra según su acento

esdrújula graves agudas

E-va-por-a-ciónMa-te-ria

Lla-ma

Con-den-sa-ción

Só-li-do

Fu-sión

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Con-ge-la-ción

Lí-qui-do

Co-mien-za
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Estudio de palabras –
Identificar los diptongos

esdrújula graves agudas

E-va-por-a-ciónMa-te-ria

Lla-ma

Con-den-sa-ción

Só-li-do

Fu-sión

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Con-ge-la-ción

Lí-qui-do

Co-mien-za

Estudio de palabras

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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C S Z
excesivo expresivo semejanza
decidir pasivo panza
decir

los disfraces
las voces

Estudio de palabras –
Palabras que contienen el mismo fonema

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

C S Z
evaporación si comienza

decidir sólido panza
decir

los disfraces
las voces

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Estudio de palabras –
Palabras que contienen el mismo fonema
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Estudio de palabras

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

-z -ces
la voz Las voces

la nariz Las narices
el pez Los peces

el disfraz Los disfraces

Estudio de palabras –
Palabras que forman el plural en forma irregular

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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-z -ces
la voz Las voces

la nariz Las narices
el pez Los peces

el disfraz Los disfraces

Estudio de palabras – Los artículos

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

-z -ces
la voz Las voces

la nariz Las narices
el pez Los peces

el disfraz Los disfraces

Estudio de palabras – Los artículos

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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la -z el -z
la voz el disfraz

la nariz el arroz
el maíz
el pez

Estudio de palabras –
Distinguir entre masculino y femenino

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Español social Español académico
Rayar Escribir

Textear Mandar un texto
Emailiar Mandar un correo 

electrónico
la pardi la fiesta

Los soquetines Las medias
Wachando Mirando; viendo

Estudio de palabras –
Lenguaje social y académico

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Chile México Venezuela

conversar platicar hablar

bacán chido chévere

Estudio de palabras – Los regionalismos

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Horario de 
2 grado

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

La evaluación sumativa

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Después de que los estudiantes hayan conducido 
experimentos, investigaciones y hayan leído textos 
informativos sobre los estados de la materia para 
determinar las propiedades de la materia y lo que provocó 
los cambios a los estados, los estudiantes escribirán una 
carta persuasiva dirigida a la directora o el director 
explicando los peligros potenciales que ocurren durante el 
invierno en las aceras de la escuela.  En la carta, los 
estudiantes propondrán por lo menos una manera que 
puedan mantenerse seguras las aceras durante en 
invierno, e incluirán un explicación de como esta 
propuesta disminuirá los efectos en los demás animales 
del área.



8/5/19

45

Look at the Summative Assessment on
the Condensed BUF Document

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

After students have conducted experiments, investigations 
and read informational texts about the states of matter to 
determine the properties of matter and what caused them 
to change states, students will write a persuasive letter to 
the principal that explains the potential hazards that 
winter weather poses on the school sidewalks. In the 
letter, students will also propose at least one way the 
school sidewalks can be kept safe for children during the 
winter months and will provide an explanation of how this 
proposal will minimize its effects on the other animals 
found in the area.
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Horario de 
2 grado

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

El Puente - The Bridge 

Spanish
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Cuando un gas

comienza a enfria
r

Esto se llama 
condensación

Se convierte en un líquido

Teatro de Lectores Adaptado

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Cuando un líquido
comienza a enfriar

Se convierte en un sólido

Esto se llama 
congelación
solidificación

Teatro de Lectores Adaptado

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Cuando un sólido

Se convierte en un líquido

Esto se llama 
fusión

comienza a calentar

Teatro de Lectores Adaptado

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Cuando un líquido

Co
m

ien
za

a c
ale

nt
ar

Se convierte un gas

Esto se llama
evaporación 

Teatro de Lectores Adaptado

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Español

The Bridge – El Puente 

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Second 
Grade

Biliteracy 
Schedule

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Adapted Reader’s Theater

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Adapted Reader’s Theater

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Adapted Reader’s Theater

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Adapted Reader’s Theater

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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When a gas

Begins to co
ol

This is called
condensation

It turns into a liquid.

Adapted Reader’s Theater

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

When a liquid
Begins to cool

It turns into a solid.

This is called
freezing.

Adapted Reader’s Theater

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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When a solid.

It turns into a liquid.

This is called 
melting

or fusion. 

Begins to heat

Adapted Reader’s Theater

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

When a liquid

Be
gin

s t
o h

ea
t

It turns into a gas.

This is called
evaporation. 

Adapted Reader’s Theater

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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English

The Bridge – El Puente 

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Español

Contrastive Analysis:
Morphology

-ción -tion
Condensación Condensation
Evaporación Evaporation
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Spanish

English

The Bridge:  Two Purposes

• Transfer:  Academic concepts and language. –
ridge itself (side-by-side) and transfer 
extension
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Bridge Transfer Extension
•Students will engage in a guessing game. The 
teacher will read descriptions of pictures where 
students are engaged in an experiment. The 
students will look for and identify the corresponding 
picture.

•Student pairs will create their own descriptions of 
other pictures taken throughout the unit (either of 
experiments, habitats, or other pictures). Pairs will 
read their description to other students who will 
guess which picture pertains to their description.

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Bridge Transfer Extension
Students will engage in: 

•Listening, Speaking , Reading, and Writing

• Have multiple opportunities to practice the 
language of the content that they learned in 
the new language. 

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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The Bridge:  Two Purposes
• Transfer:  Academic concepts and language.–

Bridge itself (side-by-side) and transfer 
extension

• Contrastive Analysis:  comparing and 
contrasting Spanish and English (phonology, 
morphology,  syntax and grammar, 
pragmatics)

Contrastive Analysis:
Morphology

-ción -tion
Condensación Condensation
Evaporación Evaporation
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When does 
the Bridge 
happen in an 
80/20 – one-
teacher 
model?

117

When does 
the Bridge 
happen in 
a self-
contained 
50/50 
program? 
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How does 
the Bridge 
work in a 
50/50 two-
teacher 
model?

Participating in Biliteracy Instruction

• How did you feel as a learner?
• How did the progression of activities in the 

unit develop language, content and literacy?
• How did students participate?
• How were students held accountable for 

their learning?
Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy


