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The purpose of this afternoon’s session:

In other words, this afternoon we will…

Participants will experience an entire biliteracy unit 
(which typically lasts 4-9 weeks) within 1.5 hours 
highlighting those elements that are most different in 
teaching for biliteracy :  

• the integrated, interdisciplinary nature of the units
• standards-based units of instruction
• the oracy building 
• the Bridge between languages
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Sample Biliteracy Instruction: Agenda
• Review of the BUF
• Getting to know the students:  determining language 

proficiency levels and pairings
• Sample instruction focused on:
– Standards
– Language instruction strategies
– Content and literacy strategies
– Oracy building
– The Bridge and Extension

• Reflection and The Learning Environment



The BUF….
Reflects the 
program’s vision, 
pedagogy and 
language and 
content 
allocation plan.



Content and Language Allocation Plan

50/50 Spanish English

PK-5
Science

Social Studies
Literacy

Math
Literacy
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4th Grade 
Student 

Schedule



The Biliteracy Unit Framework (BUF)



Content and Language Allocation Plan

50/50 Spanish English

PK-5
Social Studies

Literacy
Math

Science
Literacy
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4th Grade 
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Schedule



The Biliteracy Unit Framework (BUF)



Content and Language Allocation Plan

Grade Spanish Courses English Courses

6
Language Arts
Social Science

Art

Language Arts
Math

Science

7
Language Arts
Social Science

P.E.

Language Arts
Math

Science

8
Language Arts

Science
Drama

Language Arts
Math

Social Science



7th Grade Student Schedule

Subject Language
Period 1 PE Spanish
Period 2 Language Arts Spanish
Period 3 Social Science Spanish
Period 4 Math English
Period 5 Science English
Period 6 Language Arts English



The Biliteracy Unit Framework (BUF)



The BUF Integrates Content 
(or Universal Theme) 
with Language Arts

• Let’s look at your condensed BUF
• Find the C3 standards this unit addresses
• Find the CCSS Language Arts standards 

this unit addresses













BUF Triangle:  
Backwards Planning 
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Standards
TEKS

Outcomes
(Formative 

Assessments)

Big Ideas:
Essential Questions

Enduring 
Understandings

BUF Triangle:  Backwards Planning 

Summative 
Assessments
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The BUF….

Meets the needs 
of all developing 
bilinguals in the 
classroom



Student Profiles – Developing Bilinguals

Language Minority Sequential Bilingual

Language Majority Sequential Bilingual

Simultaneous Bilingual

Language Minority Sequential or 
Simultaneous Bilingual 



As students engage in biliteracy they 
ALL become 

developing bilinguals 
(bilingual learners)



=

“Bilingual” does not mean “balanced”.
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In other words….



Strategic Pairing and Grouping

Teaching for Biliteracy includes strategic 
pairing using a number of different variables. 



Marking the Language of 
Instruction



Sample Instruction



Spanish English

The Bridge – El Puente 



The Bridge: Two Purposes
• Transfer: Academic concepts and language

– The Bridge itself (side-by-side) and 
transfer practice.



The Bridge: Two Purposes
• Transfer: Academic concepts and language

– The Bridge itself (side-by-side) and 
transfer practice.
• Contrastive Analysis: comparing and

contrasting Spanish and English
(phonology, morphology, syntax and 
grammar, pragmatics)



Dis-/Des- (sin tener) Dis- (without)
Desplazamiento Displacement
Desventaja Disadvantage

Contrastive Analysis:
Morphology



37

When does 
the Bridge 
happen in 
a self-
contained 
50/50 
program? 



How does 
the Bridge 
work in a 
50/50 two-
teacher 
model?


