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Agenda – Wednesday, August 7, 2019
What are effective strategies and structures for 
biliteracy?
• AM agenda – whole group
• Debrief of Sample Instruction
• Oracy Development Strategies
• Biliteracy and Balanced Literacy

• PM agenda – three breakout sessions
• Oracy Strategies in Anticipation of Literacy and Content 

– PreK-2
• Oracy Strategies in Anticipation of Literacy and Content 

– 3rd-8th grades
• Biliteracy Program Development:  Guidelines for 

Teaching for Biliteracy
© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Institute Norms – Over the next 3 days…
• Participate actively and interactively
• Assume good intentions, ask clarifying questions, 

and stay solutions-oriented
• Please silence your phones and put them out of 

your line of sight.
• Use technology strategically.
• Please no videotaping of any part of the day.
• Pictures are ok.
• Please keep sidebar conversations to a minimum.

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Debrief of Sample Instruction

How did you feel as a learner?

What did you learn about biliteracy 
instruction?

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Debrief Sample Instruction
• Bring you’re a.m. handouts from yesterday –

on white paper and  the BUF (pink or yellow 
handout) and a writing instrument.
• When I ring the bell, you will create groups:
– one person from the 3rd-8th grade session 
– with two or three participants from PreK-2

• We will facilitate the group formation
• When you have your group, introduce 

yourselves and wait for the next step.
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The 3rd-8th grade representative will start
• In the first part of the unit we…
• Then we…
• Finally we…
• This elements of this BUF that would be 

most effective for my students would 
be…
• When I will ring the bell, that indicates 

that PreK-2 representatives should begin 
sharing.
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Sample Biliteracy – BUF handout

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Sample biliteracy instruction

• Something BOTH sample instructions had 
in common was…
• One way in which the sample instructions 

differed was… 
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Sample Biliteracy – BUF handout

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Building oracy and background knowledge

• All students actively participating, in the 
language of instruction.
• Explicitly building receptive oral language 

(comprehension) and productive oral 
language (talking) before moving on to 
reading, writing, and content instruction.
• Structured student-student oral 

interaction.



www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Teaching for Biliteracy means 
always teaching 
language (oracy)

literacy
and 

content
Which of these three is the most 

important for developing bilinguals?
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Sample Biliteracy – BUF handout

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Oracy and Background Knowledge – Chapter 6

Reading – Chapter 7 

Writing – Chapter 8

Word Study and Fluency – Chapter 9

The Bridge - Chapter 10
© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Oracy and Background Knowledge – Chapter 6

The Bridge - Chapter 10
© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC

One thing I learned about the Bridge was…

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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X
Evaluación final 

de la unidad

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Sample Biliteracy – BUF handout

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Debrief of Sample Instruction

One element of biliteracy that I can 
implement in my classroom is…

I’d like to learn more about…

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Debrief of Sample Instruction

The benefits of this kind of instruction 
are…

The challenges are…

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC

Please take a 10 minute break.
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Team Reflection and Planning – p. 14

• Based on what you have experienced so far, 
what are some short and long term 
tasks/goals?

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Biliteracy and Balanced 
Literacy

The sample instruction was 
Spanish Language Arts (literacy) 

instruction

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Biliteracy and balanced literacy 
Fountas and Pinnell (2001)  - balanced literacy 
• three blocks: reading, writing and word study 

(foundational skills)

©Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Biliteracy and balanced literacy 
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Fountas and Pinnell (2001)  - balanced literacy 
• three blocks: reading, writing and word study 

(foundational skills)
• teachers and students should consistently make 

connections across the three blocks during the day 

©Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Biliteracy and balanced literacy 
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Reading

Word 
StudyWriting

Literacy

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC

Biliteracy and balanced literacy 
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Fountas and Pinnell (2001)  - balanced literacy 
• three blocks: reading, writing and word study 

(foundational skills)
• teachers and students should consistently make 

connections across the three blocks during the day. 
• what students read and write should come from 

the content areas (science and social studies) 

©Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Biliteracy and balanced literacy 
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Literacy

Context 
for 

Meaning
-

From the 
content 
areas, or 
universal 

theme

Biliteracy and balanced literacy 
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Fountas and Pinnell (2001)  - balanced literacy 
• three blocks: reading, writing and word study 

(foundational skills)
• teachers and students should consistently make 

connections across the three blocks during the day. 
• what students read and write should come from 

the content areas (science and social studies) 
• oracy development (the academic oral language 

required for reading and writing) is infused in all 
parts of this framework. 

• In other words, biliteracy and balanced literacy..

©Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Biliteracy and balanced literacy 
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Reading

Writing
Word 
Study

What is mono-literacy?

©Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Reading

Writing

We do: 
Small 
group 

reading

read 
aloud

I do:  
shared 
reading

Word 
Study

English 
phonics 
program

Spelling 
List

Spanish 
phonics 
program

You do:  
independent 

reading 
practice

sight 
words

Drafting/
composing

Writing 
mini-

lesson

Revising

Conferencing
/conferring

shared 
writing

What is mono-literacy?

©Center for Teaching for Biliteracy



www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

8:00-8:15 Welcome - Attendance

8:15-8:30 WW Mini-Lesson

8:30 – 9:15 WW Independent Writing

9:15 – 9:30 WW Closure

9:30 – 9:45 WW Shared Writing

9:45-10:00 Read Aloud

10:00-10:30 Guided Reading

10:30-11:00 Phonics – Word study

Monoliteracy Schedule

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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11:00 – 11:45 Lunch & Recess

11:45 – 12:45 Specials

12:45-1:45 Math

1:45 – 2:30 Social Studies

2:30 – 2:45 Science 

2:45– 3:15 WW Independent Writing

3:15 – 3:30 WW Closure

3:30 – 3:45 WW Shared Writing

3:45-4:15 Guided Reading

4:15- 4:30 Read aloud

Teaching for Biliteracy

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Just as bilinguals are NOT two 
monolinguals in one person…

…Teaching for Biliteracy is NOT 
teaching two monoliteracies.

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Reading

Writing

We do: 
Small 
group 

reading

read 
aloud

I do:  
shared 
reading

Word 
Study & 

Language

phonics 
program

Spelling 
List

You do:  
independent 

reading 
practice

sight 
words

Drafting/
composing

Writing 
mini-

lesson

Revising

Conferencing
/conferring

shared 
writing

Balanced literacy and biliteracy

©Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Reading

Writing

We do: 
Small 
group 

reading

read 
aloud

I do:  
shared 
reading

Word 
Study & 

Language

phonics 
program

Spelling 
List

You do:  
independent 

reading 
practice

sight 
words

Drafting/
composing

Writing 
mini-

lesson

Revising

Conferencing
/conferring

shared 
writing

©Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Balanced literacy and biliteracy
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Literacy

Context 
for 

Meaning
-

From the 
content 

areas

Biliteracy and balanced literacy 
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Talmudic Style Reading
(Melody Wharton)

• Partners A and B

• Partner A reads the text 

• Partner B says, “But what does this mean?” 
and then partner A answers.

• Then the roles are reversed.
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A reads and B asks, “but what does this mean”?
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B reads and A asks, “but what does this mean”?
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South Carolina State Language Arts Standards, 
Fundamentals of Reading
• integration
• meaning making
• comprehension
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Biliteracy and balanced literacy
Biliteracy 

instruction 
is 

standards 
based.  

Can you 
find these 
standards?

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Biliteracy and balanced literacy
Content 

Standards

Science –
4th grade

Social 
Studies -
Kinder

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy



www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Biliteracy and balanced literacy
In secondary, 
the context is 

a universal 
theme:
Social 

Change,
Connecting 

Past & 
present

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Jefferson Park Middle School, Villa Park, Il.
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Biliteracy and balanced literacy

Writing 
Standards

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Biliteracy and balanced literacy

Reading 
Standards

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Biliteracy and balanced literacy

Word Study –
Foundational 

skill
Phonics

Grammar

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Sample 80/20 
Daily, year-long 
schedule for 
biliteracy –
p. 5 of 
handouts

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Sample 
50/50 Daily, 
year-long 
schedule for 
biliteracy –
p. 6 of 
handouts

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Biliteracy and Balanced Literacy

• Where are the balanced literacy 
routines?  Where is guided reading?  
Where is writer’s workshop?  Where is 
phonics instruction (word study)?
• How are the two biliteracy schedules 

similar to each other?
• How are the biliteracy schedules similar 

or different from your schedules?
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Sample 
50/50 Daily, 
year-long 
schedule for 
biliteracy –
p. 5 of 
handouts

What does this mean for 
departmentalization?

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Sample 80/20 
Daily, year-long 
schedule for 
biliteracy –
p. 5 of 
handouts

What does this mean for 
departmentalization?

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Sample 80/20 
Daily, year-long 
schedule for 
biliteracy –
p. 5 of handouts
NOTE:  English 
literacy in 80/20 
IS NOT 
integrated with 
content

Life Cycle – Non-fiction text 
elements, research and 

report writing

All about me – fictional 
narrative

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Standards-Based Biliteracy Curriculum 
Maps plan instruction for the year –

starting with standards 80/20 Example
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Standards-Based Biliteracy Maps plan 
instruction for the year

50/50 Example
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Standards-Based Biliteracy Curriculum 
Maps plan instruction for the year –

starting with standards

Standard

Standard

Standard

80/20 Example
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Standards-Based Interdisciplinary 
Curriculum Maps plan instruction for the 

year – starting with standards

Standard

Standard
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Standards-Based Interdisciplinary Curriculum Maps 
plan instruction for the year – starting with standards
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Science or Social Science Content

Context for 
Meaning … 

comes from 
the content 
or universal 

theme 

Content

Writing

Reading

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy 
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Standards-Based Interdisciplinary 
Curriculum Maps plan instruction for the 

year – starting with standards

Content

Writing

Reading
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Standards-Based Interdisciplinary 
Curriculum Maps plan instruction for the 

year – starting with standards

Universal 
theme
WritingReading
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Standards-Based Interdisciplinary Curriculum Maps 
plan instruction for the year – starting with standards
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Standards-Based Biliteracy Maps plan 
instruction for the year

50/50 Example
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Standards-Based Biliteracy Maps plan 
instruction for the year

50/50 ExampleContent

Writing

Reading

Content

Writing

Reading
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Team Reflection and Planning
Balanced Literacy and Biliteracy

Curriculum Mapping for Biliteracy

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Agenda – Wednesday, August 7, 2019
What are effective strategies and structures for 
biliteracy?
• AM agenda – whole group
• Debrief of Sample Instruction
• Oracy Development Strategies
• Biliteracy and Balanced Literacy

• PM agenda – three breakout sessions
• Oracy Strategies in Anticipation of Literacy and Content 

– PreK-2
• Oracy Strategies in Anticipation of Literacy and Content 

– 3rd-8th grades
• Biliteracy Program Development:  Guidelines for 

Teaching for Biliteracy
© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Oracy Development Strategies

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Biliteracy and balanced literacy
oracy 

development 
(the academic 
oral language 
required for 
reading and 
writing) is 

infused in all 
parts of this 
framework. 

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Teaching for Biliteracy means 
always teaching 
language (oracy)

literacy
and 

content
All are important -

oracy is developed first
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Agenda – Wednesday, August 7, 2019
What are effective strategies and structures for 
biliteracy?
• AM agenda – whole group
• Debrief of Sample Instruction
• Oracy Development Strategies
• Biliteracy and Balanced Literacy

• PM agenda – three breakout sessions
• Oracy Strategies in Anticipation of Literacy and Content 

– PreK-2 – Board Room (here)
• Oracy Strategies in Anticipation of Literacy and Content 

– 3rd-8th grades – Conference room
• Biliteracy Program Development:  Guidelines for 

Teaching for Biliteracy - Conference room
© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC


