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4th grade Standards Analysis 
History-Social Science 

Dimension 1: 
Developing 

Questions and 
Planning Inquiries 

Dimension 2: 
Applying Disciplinary Tools 

and Concepts 

Dimension 3: 
Evaluating Sources 
and Using Evidence 

Dimension 4:  
Communicating 
Conclusions and 
Taking Informed 

Action 
 4.1 Students demonstrate 

an understanding of the 
physical and human 
geographic features that 
define places and regions in 
California.  

1. Explain and use the 
coordinate grid system of 
latitude and longitude to 
determine the absolute 
locations of places in 
California and on Earth.  

2. Distinguish between the 
North and South Poles; the 
equator and the prime 
meridian; the tropics; and 
the hemispheres, using 
coordinates to plot 
locations.  

3. Identify the state capital and 
describe the various regions 
of California, including how 
their characteristics and 
physical environments (e.g., 
water, landforms, 
vegetation, climate) affect 
human activity.  

4. Identify the locations of the 
Pacific Ocean, rivers, valleys, 
and mountain passes and 
explain their effects on the 
growth of towns.  

5. Use maps, charts, and 
pictures to describe how 
communities in California 
vary in land use, vegetation, 
wildlife, climate, population 
density, architecture, 
services, and transportation 
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Science 
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Opinion Writing 
Anchor Standard: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.1 - Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

3rd Grade: 
 
W.3.1 - Write opinion pieces on topics 
or texts, supporting a point of view with 
reasons.  

 
W.3.1.A. - Introduce the topic or 
text they are writing about, state 
an opinion, and create an 
organizational structure that lists 
reasons.  
 
W.3.1.B. - Provide reasons that 
support the opinion.  
 
W.3.1.C. - Use linking words and 
phrases (e.g., because, therefore, 
since, for example) to connect 
opinion and reasons. 
 
W.3.1.D - Provide a concluding 
statement or section. 

4th Grade: 
 
W.4.1 - Write opinion pieces on topics 
or texts, supporting a point of view with 
reasons and information. 
 

W.4.1.A - Introduce a topic or text 
clearly, state an opinion, and 
create an organizational structure 
in which related ideas are 
grouped to support the writer's 
purpose. 
 
W.4.1.B - Provide reasons that are 
supported by facts and details. 
 
W.4.1.C - Link opinion and 
reasons using words and phrases 
(e.g., for instance, in order to, in 
addition). 
 
W.4.1.D - Provide a concluding 
statement or section related to 
the opinion presented. 
 

5th Grade: 
 
W.5.1 - Write opinion pieces on topics or 
texts, supporting a point of view with 
reasons and information. 
 

W.5.1.A - Introduce a topic or text 
clearly, state an opinion, and create 
an organizational structure in which 
ideas are logically grouped to 
support the writer's purpose. 
 
W.5.1.B - Provide logically ordered 
reasons that are supported by facts 
and details. 
 
W.5.1.C - Link opinion and reasons 
using words, phrases, and clauses 
(e.g., consequently, specifically). 
 
W.5.1.D - Provide a concluding 
statement or section related to the 
opinion presented. 
 

 

https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/1/
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Sample Standards Analysis for Reading Standard 2 
Anchor Standard: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.2 - Determine central ideas or themes of a 
text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 
3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade 

In
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RI.3.2 –  

- Determine the 
main idea of a text;  

- recount the key 
details and explain 
how they support 
the main idea. 

 

 
RI.4.2 –  

- Determine the 
main idea of a text 
and explain how it 
is supported by key 
details;  

- summarize the text. 
-  

 
RI.5.2- 

- Determine two or 
more main ideas of 
a text and explain 
how they are 
supported by key 
details;  

- summarize the text. 

Li
te

ra
ry

 T
ex

ts
 

(L
ite
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RL.3.2 –  

- Recount stories, 
including fables, 
folktales, and 
myths from diverse 
cultures;  

- determine the 
central message, 
lesson, or moral 
and explain how it 
is conveyed 
through key details 
in the text. 

 
RL.4.2 –  

- Determine a theme 
of a story, drama, 
or poem from 
details in the text;  

- summarize the text. 

 
RL.5.2 –  

- Determine a theme 
of a story, drama, 
or poem from 
details in the text, 
including how 
characters in a 
story or drama 
respond to 
challenges or how 
the speaker in a 
poem reflects upon 
a topic;  

- summarize the text. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/2/
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Using the Organization of the Reading Standards to Plan Questions and Instruction 

 
 
RI.4.1 –  
Refer to details and 
examples in a text when 
explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 

 
RI.4.2-  
Determine the main idea of a 
text and explain how it is 
supported by key details;  
summarize the text. 
 

 
RI.4.10- 
By the end of year, read and 
comprehend informational 
texts, including history/social 
studies, science, and technical 
texts, in the grades 4-5 text 
complexity band proficiently, 
with scaffolding as needed at 
the high end of the range. 

Planning for Instruction: 

 


