7th Grade Standards Analysis

History-Social Science

Dimension 1:
Developing
Questions and
Planning Inquiries

Dimension 2:

Applying Disciplinary Tools

and Concepts

Dimension 3:
Evaluating Sources
and Using Evidence

Dimension 4:
Communicating
Conclusions and
Taking Informed

Action

7.1 Students analyze the causes
and effects of the vast
expansion and ultimate
disintegration of the Roman
Empire.

1.

Study the early strengths
and lasting contributions of
Rome (e.g., significance of
Roman citizenship; rights
under Roman law; Roman
art, architecture,
engineering, and philosophy;
preservation and
transmission of Christianity)
and its ultimate internal
weaknesses (e.g., rise of
autonomous military powers
within the empire,
undermining of citizenship
by the growth of corruption
and slavery, lack of
education, and distribution
of news).

Discuss the geographic
borders of the empire at its
height and the factors that
threatened its territorial
cohesion.

Describe the establishment
by Constantine of the new
capital in Constantinople and
the development of the
Byzantine Empire, with an
emphasis on the
consequences of the
development of two distinct
European civilizations,
Eastern Orthodox and
Roman Catholic, and their
two distinct views on
church-state relations.
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NEXT GENERATION

SCIENCE

B STANDARDS
. 3 For States, By States

Science

*Unless otherwise specified, “descriptions” referenced in the evidence statements
could include but are not limited to written, oral, pictorial, and kinesthetic descriptions.

MS-ESS2-2 Earth's Systems

MS-ESS2-2.

Students who demonstrate understanding can:
Construct an explanation based on evidence for how geoscience processes have changed Earth's
surface at varying time and spatial scales. [Clarification Statement: Emphasis is on how
processes change Earth’s surface at time and spatial scales that can be large (such as slow
plate motions or the uplift of large mountain ranges) or small (such as rapid landslides or
microscopic geochemical reactions), and how many geoscience processes (such as
earthquakes, volcanoes, and meteor impacts) usually behave gradually but are punctuated by
catastrophic events. Examples of geoscience processes include surface weathering and
deposition by the movements of water, ice, and wind. Emphasis is on geoscience processes
that shape local geographic features, where appropriate.]

The performance expectation above was developed using the following elements from the NRC document A Framework for K-12 Science Education:

Science and Engineering Practices

Constructing Explanations and

Designing Solutions

Constructing explanations and designing

solutions in 6-8 builds on K-5 experiences

and progresses to include constructing

explanations and designing solutions

supported by multiple sources of evidence

consistent with scientific ideas, principles,

and theories.

®  Construct a scientific explanation based
on valid and reliable evidence obtained
from sources (including the students’
own experiments) and the assumption
that theories and laws that describe
nature operate today as they did in the
past and will continue to do so in the
future.

Disciplinary Core Ideas

ESS2.A: Earth’s Materials and
Systems
e The planet's systems interact over
scales that range from microscopic
to global in size, and they operate
over fractions of a second to billions
of years. These interactions have
shaped Earth’s history and will
determine its future.
ESS2.C: The Roles of Water in
Earth's Surface Processes

e  Water's movements—both on the
land and underground—cause
weathering and erosion, which
change the land’s surface features
and create underground formations.

Crosscutting Concepts

Scale Proportion and Quantity

e Time, space, and energy
phenomena can be observed
at various scales using
models to study systems that
are too large or too small.

Observable features of the student performance by the end of the course:

1 | Articulating the explanation of phenomena

a | Students articulate a statement that relates a given phenomenon to a scientific idea, including that
geoscience processes have changed the Earth’s surface at varying time and spatial scales.

b | Students use evidence and reasoning to construct an explanation for the given phenomenon, which
involves changes at Earth’s surface.

2 | Evidence

a | Students identify and describe* the evidence necessary for constructing an explanation, including:

i The slow and large-scale motion of the Earth’s plates and the results of that motion.

ii. Surface weathering, erosion, movement, and the deposition of sediment ranging from large
to microscopic scales (e.g., sediment consisting of boulders and microscopic grains of sand,
raindrops dissolving microscopic amounts of minerals).

iii. Rapid catastrophic events (e.g., earthquakes, volcanoes, meteor impacts).

b | Students identify the corresponding timescales for each identified geoscience process.

¢ | Students use multiple valid and reliable sources, which may include students’ own investigations,
evidence from data, and observations from conceptual models used to represent changes that
occur on very large or small spatial and/or temporal scales (e.g., stream tables to illustrate erosion
and deposition, maps and models to show the motion of tectonic plates).

Reasoning
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3 | a | Students use reasoning, along with the assumption that theories and laws that describe the natural
world operate today as they did in the past and will continue to do so in the future, to connect the
evidence and support an explanation for how geoscience processes have changed the Earth’s
surface at a variety of temporal and spatial scales. Students describe* the following chain of
reasoning for their explanation:

The motion of the Earth’s plates produces changes on a planetary scale over a range of time
periods from millions to billions of years. Evidence for the motion of plates can explain large-
scale features of the Earth’s surface (e.g., mountains, distribution of continents) and how
they change.

Surface processes such as erosion, movement, weathering, and the deposition of sediment
can modify surface features, such as mountains, or create new features, such as canyons.
These processes can occur at spatial scales ranging from large to microscopic over time
periods ranging from years to hundreds of millions of years.

Catastrophic changes can modify or create surface features over a very short period of time
compared to other geoscience processes, and the results of those catastrophic changes are
subject to further changes over time by processes that act on longer time scales (e.g.,
erosion of a meteor crater).

A given surface feature is the result of a broad range of geoscience processes occurring at
different temporal and spatial scales.

Surface features will continue to change in the future as geoscience processes continue to
occur.
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Opinion Writing

Anchor Standard: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.1 - Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts

using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

6" Grade:

W.6.1 - Write arguments to support claims with
clear reasons and relevant evidence.

W.6.1.A - Introduce claim(s) and
organize the reasons and evidence
clearly.

W.6.1.B Support claim(s) with clear
reasons and relevant evidence, using
credible sources and demonstrating an
understanding of the topic or text.

W.6.1.C - Use words, phrases, and
clauses to clarify the relationships
among claim(s) and reasons.

W.6.1.D - Establish and maintain a
formal style.

W.6.1.E - Provide a concluding
statement or section that follows from
the argument presented.

7th Grade:

W.7.1 - Write arguments to support claims with
clear reasons and relevant evidence.

W.7.1.A Introduce claim(s), acknowledge
alternate or opposing claims, and
organize the reasons and evidence
logically.

W.7.1.B - Support claim(s) with logical
reasoning and relevant evidence, using
accurate, credible sources and
demonstrating an understanding of the
topic or text.

W.7.1.C - Use words, phrases, and
clauses to create cohesion and clarify
the relationships among claim(s),
reasons, and evidence.

W.7.1.D - Establish and maintain a
formal style.

W.7.1.E - Provide a concluding
statement or section that follows from
and supports the argument presented.

8" Grade:

W.8.1 - Write arguments to support claims with
clear reasons and relevant evidence.

W.8.1.A Introduce claim(s), acknowledge
and distinguish the claim(s) from
alternate or opposing claims, and
organize the reasons and evidence
logically.

W.8.1.B - Support claim(s) with logical
reasoning and relevant evidence, using
accurate, credible sources and
demonstrating an understanding of the
topic or text.

W.8.1.C - Use words, phrases, and
clauses to create cohesion and clarify
the relationships among claim(s),
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

W.8.1.D - Establish and maintain a
formal style.

W.8.1.E - Provide a concluding
statement or section that follows from
and supports the argument presented.
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https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/1/

Sample Standards Analysis for Reading Standard 2

Anchor Standard: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.2 - Determine central ideas or themes of a
text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

6" Grade: 7t Grade: 8t Grade:
RI.6.2 — RI.7.2 - RI.8.2 —
- Determine a - Determine two or - Determine a central
central idea of a more central ideas idea of a text and
@0 text and how it is in a text and analyze its
E) conveyed through analyze their development over
= particular details; development over the course of the
5 - provide a summary the course of the text, including its
I of the text distinct text; relationship to
g from personal - provide an supporting ideas;
k= opinions or objective summary - provide an
judgments of the text. objective summary
of the text.
RL.6.2 — RL.7.2 - RL.8.2 —
- Determine a theme - Determine a theme - Determine a theme
or central idea of a or central idea of a or central idea of a
text and how it is text and analyze its text and analyze its
a _ conveyed through development over development over
lq_", g particular details; the course of the the course of the
> E - provide a summary text; text, including its
g 3 of the text distinct - provide an relationship to the
= = from personal objective summary characters, setting,
opinions or of the text. and plot;
judgments. - provide an
objective summary
of the text.
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https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/2/

Using the Organization of the Reading Standards to Plan Questions and Instruction

RI.7.1 -

Cite several pieces of
textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the
text.

RI.7.2 -

Determine two or more
central ideas in a text
and analyze their
development over the
course of the text;
provide an objective
summary of the text.

RI.7.10-

By the end of the year, read
and comprehend literary
nonfiction in the grades 6—8
text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding
as needed at the high end of
the range.

Planning for Instruction:

Palmdale School District - August 6, 2025.




