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7th Grade Standards Analysis 
History-Social Science 

Dimension 1: 
Developing 

Questions and 
Planning Inquiries 

Dimension 2: 
Applying Disciplinary Tools 

and Concepts 

Dimension 3: 
Evaluating Sources 
and Using Evidence 

Dimension 4:  
Communicating 
Conclusions and 
Taking Informed 

Action 
 7.1 Students analyze the causes 

and effects of the vast 
expansion and ultimate 
disintegration of the Roman 
Empire.  

1. Study the early strengths 
and lasting contributions of 
Rome (e.g., significance of 
Roman citizenship; rights 
under Roman law; Roman 
art, architecture, 
engineering, and philosophy; 
preservation and 
transmission of Christianity) 
and its ultimate internal 
weaknesses (e.g., rise of 
autonomous military powers 
within the empire, 
undermining of citizenship 
by the growth of corruption 
and slavery, lack of 
education, and distribution 
of news).  

2. Discuss the geographic 
borders of the empire at its 
height and the factors that 
threatened its territorial 
cohesion.  

3. Describe the establishment 
by Constantine of the new 
capital in Constantinople and 
the development of the 
Byzantine Empire, with an 
emphasis on the 
consequences of the 
development of two distinct 
European civilizations, 
Eastern Orthodox and 
Roman Catholic, and their 
two distinct views on 
church-state relations. 
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Opinion Writing 
Anchor Standard: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.W.1 - Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
6th Grade: 
 
W.6.1 - Write arguments to support claims with 
clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
 

W.6.1.A - Introduce claim(s) and 
organize the reasons and evidence 
clearly. 
 
W.6.1.B Support claim(s) with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence, using 
credible sources and demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic or text. 
 
W.6.1.C - Use words, phrases, and 
clauses to clarify the relationships 
among claim(s) and reasons. 
 
W.6.1.D - Establish and maintain a 
formal style. 
 
W.6.1.E - Provide a concluding 
statement or section that follows from 
the argument presented. 

7th Grade: 
 
W.7.1 - Write arguments to support claims with 
clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
 

W.7.1.A Introduce claim(s), acknowledge 
alternate or opposing claims, and 
organize the reasons and evidence 
logically. 
 
W.7.1.B - Support claim(s) with logical 
reasoning and relevant evidence, using 
accurate, credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of the 
topic or text. 
 
W.7.1.C - Use words, phrases, and 
clauses to create cohesion and clarify 
the relationships among claim(s), 
reasons, and evidence.  
 
W.7.1.D - Establish and maintain a 
formal style. 
 
W.7.1.E - Provide a concluding 
statement or section that follows from 
and supports the argument presented. 

8th Grade: 
 
W.8.1 - Write arguments to support claims with 
clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
 

W.8.1.A Introduce claim(s), acknowledge 
and distinguish the claim(s) from 
alternate or opposing claims, and 
organize the reasons and evidence 
logically. 
 
W.8.1.B - Support claim(s) with logical 
reasoning and relevant evidence, using 
accurate, credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of the 
topic or text. 
 
W.8.1.C - Use words, phrases, and 
clauses to create cohesion and clarify 
the relationships among claim(s), 
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
 
W.8.1.D - Establish and maintain a 
formal style. 
 
W.8.1.E - Provide a concluding 
statement or section that follows from 
and supports the argument presented. 

 

https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/1/
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Sample Standards Analysis for Reading Standard 2 
Anchor Standard: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.2 - Determine central ideas or themes of a 
text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 
6th Grade: 7th Grade: 8th Grade: 
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RI.6.2 –  

- Determine a 
central idea of a 
text and how it is 
conveyed through 
particular details;  

- provide a summary 
of the text distinct 
from personal 
opinions or 
judgments 

 
RI.7.2 –  

- Determine two or 
more central ideas 
in a text and 
analyze their 
development over 
the course of the 
text;  

- provide an 
objective summary 
of the text. 

 
RI.8.2 –  

- Determine a central 
idea of a text and 
analyze its 
development over 
the course of the 
text, including its 
relationship to 
supporting ideas; 

-  provide an 
objective summary 
of the text. 

Li
te
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RL.6.2 –  

- Determine a theme 
or central idea of a 
text and how it is 
conveyed through 
particular details; 

- provide a summary 
of the text distinct 
from personal 
opinions or 
judgments. 

 
RL.7.2 –  

- Determine a theme 
or central idea of a 
text and analyze its 
development over 
the course of the 
text;  

- provide an 
objective summary 
of the text. 

 
RL.8.2 –  

- Determine a theme 
or central idea of a 
text and analyze its 
development over 
the course of the 
text, including its 
relationship to the 
characters, setting, 
and plot;  

- provide an 
objective summary 
of the text. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.thecorestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/R/2/
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Using the Organization of the Reading Standards to Plan Questions and Instruction 
 

RI.7.1 -  
Cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to support 
analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the 
text. 

RI.7.2 –  
- Determine two or more 

central ideas in a text 
and analyze their 
development over the 
course of the text;  

- provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

RI.7.10- 
By the end of the year, read 
and comprehend literary 
nonfiction in the grades 6–8 
text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding 
as needed at the high end of 
the range. 

Planning for Instruction: 

 


