
8/20/25

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 1

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Strategies that Support 
Reading Comprehension for 

Multilingual Learners

Darien-Delavan, WI
August 21, 2025

Melody Wharton, M.Ed.

1

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

The Center for 
Teaching for Biliteracy

Dana Baum, M.Ed.Crystal Ramos, 
M.Ed.

Karen Beeman, M.Ed. 
Co-Founder

Melody 
Wharton, M.Ed.

Susan Pryor, 
M.Ed.

2



8/20/25

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 2

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• What is Reading Comprehension?
• Effective Strategies for Developing Oral 

Language and Language Comprehension
• Sample Instruction
• Debrief of Strategies & Supports
• Next Steps and Session Closure
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Materials for today’s session
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Materials for today’s session
• Hello! My name is…
• I work at ___ and I 

__ (role). 
• In reading the 

outcomes, I notice 
that…

• I am interested in…
• What about you?
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Norms

• Participate actively and interactively
• Use a growth mindset and make sure everyone 

has a voice
• Please keep sidebar conversations to a minimum.
• Please silence your phones.
• Use technology strategically.
• Please no videorecording.

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• What is Reading Comprehension?
• Effective Strategies for Developing Oral 

Language and Language Comprehension
• Sample Instruction
• Debrief of Strategies
• Next Steps and Session Closure

✅
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This equation holds true for ANY 
language.

What is reading comprehension?
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This equation reflects the simple 
view of reading in 

one language only 
(monolingual instruction).

What is reading comprehension? Page 2
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Word Recognition

• Phonological Awareness
• Decoding (and Spelling)
• Sight Recognition

Constrained
In English ~ 3 years
In Spanish ~ 1 year

(K-2)

Page 2
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Language Comprehension

• Background Knowledge
• Vocabulary Knowledge
• Language Structures 

(syntax)
• Verbal Reasoning
• Literacy knowledge

Unconstrained 
Develops over your entire life

Page 2
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What is reading comprehension? Page 2
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What is reading comprehension? Page 2
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Scarborough’s Reading Rope
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Simple View of Reading

“Constrained”
A set of finite skills

Typically taught in K-2

“Unconstrained”
An infinite amount of knowledge

Develops over your entire life
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Handouts page 2
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In other words, the way the simple 
view of reading applies to 
multilingual learners is that…
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• What is Reading Comprehension?
• Effective Strategies for Developing Oral 

Language and Language Comprehension
• Sample Instruction
• Debrief of Strategies & Supports
• Next Steps and Session Closure

✅
✅

23

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

K W L

24



8/20/25

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 13

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Materials for today’s session

Handouts 
pages 3-4

Great for 
developing oracy 

and language 
comprehension 

on abstract 
concepts.
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Stacking Strategies for Developing Oral 
Language and Language Comprehension
• Part 1: Adapted Reader’s Theater
• Part 2: Fishbowl
• Part 3: Sort
• Part 4: Language Experience Approach
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• What is Reading Comprehension?
• Effective Strategies for Developing Oral 

Language and Language Comprehension
• Sample Instruction
• Debrief of Strategies & Supports
• Next Steps and Session Closure

✅
✅
✅
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Partners

1 2
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I observe….

I notice….

I see….
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Let’s Practice!

1 2

What about you?

Oh yes, me too!
I observe….
I notice….
I see….

I observe….
I notice….
I see….
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May I take out the cards from the bag? Yes, of course!
Thanks! Can you help me place 

them face up?
Absolutely! Give me 

some and I’ll help you.
Would you

like to start?
Sure! This card represents….

The movement we associated with it was...

Great! Now it is my turn.

This card represents ___ and the
corresponding movement is....

I think it goes
before/between/after

this/these card(s) because….
What do you think?

I agree because…

Hmmm…what do 
you think about…

Now it is my turn.

Take turns until you have sequenced all the cards.
32
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Something I noticed about the 
instruction that was modeled is…
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• What is Reading Comprehension?
• Effective Strategies for Developing Oral 

Language and Language Comprehension
• Sample Instruction
• Debrief of Strategies & Supports
• Next Steps and Session Closure

✅
✅
✅

✅
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Stacking Strategies for Developing Oral 
Language and Language Comprehension

Part 1: Adapted Reader’s Theater

Handouts page 3
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Stacking Strategies for Developing Oral 
Language and Language Comprehension

Part 1: Adapted Reader’s Theater

Handouts page 3

Paired movements with illustrations 
from the text to develop background 
knowledge and oracy on important 
vocabulary and language structures.

“…establish a permanent English settlement.”
“She appointed John White.”
“…cultural differences caused tension 
between the two groups…”
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Stacking Strategies for Developing Oral 
Language and Language Comprehension

Part 2: Fishbowl

Handouts page 3
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May I take out the cards from the bag? Yes, of course!
Thanks! Can you help me place 

them face up?
Absolutely! Give me 

some and I’ll help you.
Would you

like to start?
Sure! This card represents….

The movement we associated with it was...

Great! Now it is my turn.

This card represents ___ and the
corresponding movement is....

I think it goes
before/between/after

this/these card(s) because….
What do you think?

I agree because…

Hmmm…what do 
you think about…

Now it is my turn.

Take turns until you have sequenced all the cards.
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Stacking Strategies for Developing Oral 
Language and Language Comprehension

Part 3: Sort

Handouts page 4

Organized images in a sequence 
to retell a story. 

RI.5.2 - Determine two or more 
main ideas of a text and explain 
how they are supported by key 
details; summarize the text.
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Stacking Strategies for Developing Oral 
Language and Language Comprehension

Part 4: Language Experience Approach

Handouts page 4
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Stacking Strategies for Developing Oral 
Language and Language Comprehension

Part 4: Language Experience Approach

Handouts page 4

Used the sequenced images to 
summarize what happened, 
including the key details.
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Another context in which I could 
use these strategies is…
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• What is Reading Comprehension?
• Effective Strategies for Developing Oral 

Language and Language Comprehension
• Sample Instruction
• Debrief of Strategies & Supports
• Next Steps and Session Closure

✅
✅
✅

✅
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Handouts page 5
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The three types of supports are…
The supports help multilingual 
learners in that…
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• What is Reading Comprehension?
• Effective Strategies for Developing Oral 

Language and Language Comprehension
• Sample Instruction
• Debrief of Strategies & Supports
• Next Steps and Session Closure

✅
✅
✅

✅

✅
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