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Agenda:

* Welcome & Introductions
* What is Reading Comprehension?
» Effective Strategies for Developing Oral

Language and Language Comprehension
* Sample Instruction

* Debrief of Strategies & Supports
* Next Steps and Session Closure
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Materials for today’s session
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Strategies that Support

Reading Comprehension for Multilingual Learners

Delavan-Darien, Wi

Session Outcomes:
Identify the key components of reading comprehension
Describe strategies that develop oral language and language comprehension to support
reading comprehension.

Session Evaluation Form

https://bit.ly/DDAug212025
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Materials for today’s session
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* Hello! My name is...
Strategies that Support °
Reading Comprehension for Multilingual Learners | WO rk at — a n d I
Delavan-| Darien, Wi ( r‘o I e) .

[ Presenter
‘ Melody Wharton

- ¢ Inreading the
outcomes, | notice
that...

* | am interested in...

* What about you?

https://bit.ly/DDAug212025
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 Participate actively and interactively

* Use a growth mindset and make sure everyone
has a voice

* Please keep sidebar conversations to a minimum.
 Please silence your phones.

* Use technology strategically.

* Please no videorecording.

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com
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BOOK STUDY GUIDES

ABOUT EVENTS BLOG BUFS EN ESPANO

[eaching for biliteracy in the US is
lifferent than teaching for monolingual

5 BILITERACY ARTICLES
iteracy because:

N EW COGNATES

1. Spanish in the US is a mi
language within a majority

2. Students use all of the

Services

Get All Access

Join Center for Teaching for
jain access

In-district workshops, on-

site coa Bilite

re
in Spanish, in English or

bilingually. Caslon Publishing
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Agenda:

Welcome & Introductions
What is Reading Comprehension?
. ective Strategies tor Developing Oral

Language and Language Comprehension

e Sample Instruction
* Debrief of Strategies

Next Steps and Session Closure
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What is reading comprehension?

SIMPLE VIEW OF READING

The Simple*# £Doadine lhan i tud - £ olill im 4o adle »

validated b

amount of skill in one component can compensate

X

Gough, P. B., & Tunmer, W. E. (1986). Decoding, reading, and reading disability. Remedial and Special Education, 7, 6-10.

@ Figure 1: From “The Science of Reading: Defining Guide.” DIstributed by The Reading League.

simple
reading

nateaan THiS @quation holds true for ANY .. oo

product of hin word
language ¢ Ianguage' ension
is weak, i g premenstoT s reus Ty (ES Ve TarTT e AT Tt grroweawing Rope.

What is reading comprehension?

Page 2

sivpl  This equation reflects the simple

B view of reading in
- gne language only

is weak,

i (monolingual instruction).

nple
ading
n-depth
n word
sion
Rope.

X

Gough, P. B, & Tunmer, W. E. (1986). Decoding, reading, and reading disability. Remedial and Special Education, 7, 6-10.

@ Figure 1: From “The Science of Reading: Defining Guide.” Distributed by The Reading League.
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I
Word Recognition
Constrained
In English ~ 3 years

In Spanish ~ 1 year
(K-2)

Page 2

* Phonological Awareness
* Decoding (and Spelling)
* Sight Recognition

an
\lJ
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Language Comprehension Page 2
Unconstrained
Develops over your entire life

* Background Knowledge
* Vocabulary Knowledge

* Language Structures
(syntax)
* Verbal Reasoning

* Literacy knowledge p

-ll"h-
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What is reading comprehension?

SIMPLE VIEW OF READING

The Simple View of Reading has been empirically
validated by over 150 scientific studies. It shows us
that reading comprehension is not the sum, but the
product of two components - word recognition and
language comprehension - such that if either one
is weak, reading comprehension is diminished. No

amount of skill in one component can compensate

for a lack of skill in the other. While it is a simple
view of a developmental process, skilled reading
development is NOT simplistic. For a more in-depth
understanding of the subcomponents within word
recognition (WR) and language comprehension

(LC), we turn next to Scarborough’s Reading Rope.

O-@=0

Gough, P. B,, & Tunmer, W. E. (1986). Decoding, reading, and reading disability. Remedial and Special Education, 7, 6-10.

@ Figure 1: From “The Science of Reading: Defining Guide.” Distributed by The Reading League.
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What is reading comprehension?

SIMPLE VIEW OF READING

The Simple View of Reading has been empirically
validated by over 150 scientific studies. It shows us
that reading comprehension is not the sum, but the
product of two components - word recognition and
language comprehension - such that if either one
is weak, reading comprehension is diminished. No

amount of skill in one component can compensate

for a lack of skill in the other. While it is a simple
view of a developmental process, skilled reading
development is NOT simplistic. For a more in-depth
understanding of the subcomponents within word
recognition (WR) and language comprehension

(LC), we turn next to Scarborough’s Reading Rope.

20

Gough, P. B., & Tunmer, W. E. (1986). Decoding, reading, and reading disability. Remedial and Special Education, 7, 6-10.

@ Figure 1: From “The Science of Reading: Defining Guide.” Distributed by The Reading League.
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Scarborough’s Reading Rope

The Many Strands Woven Into Skilled Reading

Language Comprehension

Background Knowledge

a- Vocabulary Knowledge in Skilled Reading:
© i s:" o Fluent execution and
'y Vs, ;
9y S, coordination of word
& & Language Structures \o: e, recognition and text
comprehension
5 g Verbal Reasoning
© .
Literacy Knowledge

'g Word Recognition Reading
o= comprehension
= Phonological Awareness
T Q9
o " .
§ ] Decoding (and Spelling) &
op : o S Tac
o Sight Recognition y de,’b P
2 O (Scarborough, 2001)

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Simple View of Reading

X

“Constrained”
A set of finite skills
Typically taught in K-2

“Unconstrained”
An infinite amount of knowledge
Develops over your entire life

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com
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Oral
Language
D P

Second

Reading Rope for Multilingual Learners
Strands of Oral Language Development Support
Literacy Development

Skilled Reading

L
Acquisition

Metalinguistic
Awareness

Fluent execution and

Linguistic / 50”'*/»,., & & coordin:lioq ollarl’guags
# Ll Lad comprehension and wort
o 2 aralinguage 2 recognition
ic Principle /\_// throughout
Adapted from Scarborough G001 by Cavazos & Goldenberg 2024)
famiias viords e
Handouts page 2
www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com
17
Language .
Comprehension Reading Rope fo
Back, d Ki led,
E e 3 Strands of Oral Lan
Literacy
Canguage Structures N e
syntax, semantics 3 \ throughout
Oral
Language
Development
Second
Language
Acquisition
Metalinguistic
Awareness
Linguistic
Scaffolds
Alphabaetic Principle Ll
spelling, letter-sound
correspondence
familiar words
18
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Reading Rope fo
Strands of Oral LanJ
Literacy)

Background Knowledge
facts, concepts

Oral
Language
Development

Second
Language
Acquisition

Metalinguistic
Awareness

Linguistic
Scaffolds

betic Principle
ing, letter-sound
rrespondence

Sight Recognition
familiar words

19

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

20

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 10



In other words, the way the simple
view of reading applies to
multilingual learners is that...

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com
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Strands of Oral Lan
Literac)

Reading Rope fog

oral language

develophr:uem
throughout
-
{

-~ a . c‘.‘}\\-\;‘,l

. P jon, links
uage Structures
tax, semantics

Oral
Language
Development

Second
Language
Acquisition

Metalinguistic
Awareness

Linguistic
Scaffolds

©,
ﬂxlng

Sight Recognition
familiar words
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Agenda:

Welcome & Introductions
What is Reading Comprehension?
Effective Strategies for Developing Oral

Language and Language Comprehension
* Sample Instruction
* Debrief of Strategies & Supports

* Next Steps and Session Closure
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Materials for today’s session

Notes ]

Great for
developing oracy
and language  Handouts
comprehension ~ Pages 3-4
on abstract
concepts.

W /N
~
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I
Stacking Strategies for Developing Oral

Language and Language Comprehension
* Part 1: Adapted Reader’s Theater
e Part 2: Fishbowl

* Part 3: Sort
* Part 4: Language Experience Approach

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com
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Agenda:

Welcome & Introductions

What is Reading Comprehension?

Effective Strategies for Developing Oral
Language and Language Comprehension

Sample Instruction

* Debrief of Strategies & Supports
* Next Steps and Session Closure
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| observe....

| notice....

| see....

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com
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Let’s Practice! ?vcj
| observe....
| notice.... Oh yes, me too!
| see....
What about you? | observe....
| notice....
\ |/ AN
| see.... W
i 14
30
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May | take out the cards from the bag? Yes, of course!

Thanks! Can you help me place Absolutely! Give me
them face up? some and I'll help you.
Would you \ Sure! This card represents.... \

The movement we associated with it was...

Great! Now it is my turn.

like to start?

: | agree because...
This card represents ___ and the

corresponding movement is....

Hmmm...what do
you think about...

| think it goes

before/between/after
this/these card(s) because....

What do you think?

Now it is my turn.

Take turns until you have sequenced all the cards.

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

8/20/25

16



www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

W /N
~

33

Something | noticed about the
instruction that was modeled is...

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com
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Agenda:

Welcome & Introductions
What is Reading Comprehension?
Effective Strategies for Developing Oral

Language and Language Comprehension
Sample Instruction

Debrief of Strategies|& Supports

* Next Steps and Session Closure
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I
Stacking Strategies for Developing Oral
Language and Language Comprehension

Part 1: Adapted Reader’s Theater

Handouts page 3

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com
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Stacking Strategies for Developing Oral

Language and Language Comprehension

art gy Name

i ' Part 1: Adapted Reader’s Theater
| Paired movements with illustrations

| from the text to develop background
~| knowledge and oracy on important
T vocabulary and language structures.

“...establish a permanent English settlement.”
“She appointed John White.”

“...cultural differences caused tension an
between the two groups...” S‘?

37

I
Stacking Strategies for Developing Oral

Language and Language Comprehension

Notes ‘

Part 2: Fishbowl

Handouts page 3

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com
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May | take out the cards from the bag? Yes, of course!

Thanks! Can you help me place Absolutely! Give me
them face up? some and I'll help you.
Would you \ Sure! This card represents.... \

The movement we associated with it was...

Great! Now it is my turn.

like to start?

: | agree because...
This card represents ___ and the

corresponding movement is....

Hmmm...what do
you think about...

| think it goes

before/between/after
this/these card(s) because....

What do you think?

Now it is my turn.

Take turns until you have sequenced all the cards.

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com
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Stacking Strategies for Developing Oral

and Language Comprehension

provided categories, or as an open sort, where
students create their own categories.

In an open sort, there is no expectation that L3 L .

=i | Organized images in a sequence
standards. They may organize items in any way,

as long as they can explain their reasoning.

Ina closed sort, the teacher provides the
categores, which must be clear and O re e a s o r
understandable to students. L
Sentence prompts are used to structure oral

language development and help students focus
on vocabulary and concepts.

Teaching for Biliteracy Book: page 83

e RL1.5.2 - Determine two or more
main ideas of a text and e

together (go on a field trip, conduct an
experiment, read a story). Afterwards, using
sentence prompts and strategic partners, the
teacher asks students to propose a retelling,
one sentence at a time, about the shared
experience. Their contributions are transcribed
into a written piece. This shared text becomes a
meaningful lterary resource that may be used
as a writing mentor text, reading fluency
practice, and/or meaningful application of
grade-level language standards and
foundational skills.

Teaching for Biliteracy Book: page 94 & 104-105

Handouts page 4

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com
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I
Stacking Strategies for Developing Oral

Language and Language Comprehension

Part 3: Strategy Name and Descripti
Sort: In strategic partnerships, stude

szt Part 4: Language Experience Approach

provided categories, or as an open st
students create their own categories

Inan open sort, there is no expectation that
students will group items according to content
standards. They may organize items in any way,
as long as they can explain their reasoning.

Ina dlosed sort, the teacher provides the
categories, which must be clear and
understandable to students.

Sentence prompts are used to structure oral
language development and help students focus
on vocabulary and concepts.

Teaching for Biliteracy Book: page 83

Part 4: Strategy Name and Description Notes
Language Experience Approach (LEA):

Students experience something meaningful
together (go on a field trip, conduct an
experiment, read a story). Afterwards, using
sentence prompts and strategic partners, the
teacher asks students to propose a retelling,
one sentence at a time, about the shared
experience. Their contributions are transcribed
into a written piece. This shared text becomes a
meaningful literary resource that may be used
as a writing mentor text, reading fluency
practice, and/or meaningful application of
grade-level language standards and
foundational skills.

Teaching for Biliteracy Book: page 94 & 104-105

Handouts page 4

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com
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I
Stacking Strategies for Developing Oral

Language and Language Comprehension

Part 3: Strategy Name and Descripti
Sort: In strategic partnerships, stude -
categorize words, pictures, or realia | P °
wmmrres Par anguage Experience roac
provided categories, or as an open st e
students create their own categories

In an open sort, there is no expectation that .

s Used the sequenced images to
standards. They may organize items in any way,

as long as they can explain their reasoning.

In a closed sort, the teacher provides the 4

wmzirs™ | summarize what happene

understandable to students. Vi

Sentence prompts are used to structure oral

language development and help students focus

including the key details.

Teaching for Biliteracy Book: page 83

Part 4: Strategy Name and Description Notes
Language Experience Approach (LEA):

Students experience something meaningful
together (go on a field trip, conduct an
experiment, read a story). Afterwards, using
sentence prompts and strategic partners, the
teacher asks students to propose a retelling,
one sentence at a time, about the shared
experience. Their contributions are transcribed
into a written piece. This shared text becomes a
meaningful literary resource that may be used
as a writing mentor text, reading fluency
practice, and/or meaningful application of
grade-level language standards and
foundational skills.

2\
=

Teaching for Biliteracy Book: page 94 & 104-105

Handouts page 4

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com
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Another context in which | could
use these strategies is...

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com
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Agenda:

Welcome & Introductions
What is Reading Comprehension?
Effective Strategies for Developing Oral

Language and Language Comprehension
Sample Instruction

e Debrief of Strategied & Supports

* Next Steps and Session Closure
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Sensory Supports

Graphic Supports

Interactive Supports

* Broadcasts
* Models & figures

* Real-life objects (realia)

ictures & photographs

* Charts
* Graphic organizers
* Tables

*_In pairs or partners

. - - roups

n a whole group

structures
¢ With the Internet (Web

sites) or software programs
* In the native language (L1)
¢ With mentors

© WIDA, Language Development Standards

Handouts page 5

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com
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Examples of Graphic Supports across the ELD Standards

& So:la! and 2- The language of | 3-The language of | 4- The language of | 5- The language of
ELD standard Instructional
Language Arts Mathematics Science Social Studies
Language
e Two friends or o Two characters e Twooperations o Two body ® Two conflicts
family members o Twosettings o Two geometric systems e Twoforms
® Two genres figures or organs of government
® Two traditions o Twoforms of i o Twoforms of
Venn Diagrams - Comparing and Foportion ® Twoanimals or tFansportation
Contrasting Two Entities PrOP plants P
e Colors ® Facts/Opinions ® Area/Perimeter | ® Forms of matter o Types of
e Classroom objects ® Points of view ® Fractions/ ® Forms of energy transportation
® Pros/Cons Decimals ® Senses o Types of habitats
e Addition/ e Vertebrates/
T-Charts- Sorting or Categorizing Subtraction Invertebrates
Objects or Concepts
- e Conflict/ e Plot lines e Stepsin e Scientific ® Electionsina
V/ ) Resolution problem inquiry democracy
\'. : ® School or - solving o Life cycles e Passage of a law
Cycles-ProducingaSeriesof
classroom e Water cycle
Connected Events or a Process y
routines
e Classroom or ® Responses of e Variables o Chemical e Political
school rules characters in algebraic reactions movements
® Health and safety to events equations e Adaptation o Economic trends
Cause and Effect - lllustrating a at home or in o Geometric ® Weather events
Relationship school theorems
® Personalinterests ® Root words and ® Types and ® Foods and ® Types of human
e Idiomatic affixes features their and civil rights
expressions ® Main idea/ of nutritional ® Impact of
® Multiple meanings Details polygons ingredients economic policies
of words and o Types and e Types and
Semantic Webs - Connecting phrases characteristics characteristics of
Categories to Themes or Topics of angles rocks

48
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The three types of supports are...

The supports help multilingual
learners in that...

an
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Agenda:

Welcome & Introductions
What is Reading Comprehension?
Effective Strategies for Developing Oral

Language and Language Comprehension
Sample Instruction

Debrief of Strategies & Supports
Next Steps and Session Closure
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