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Session Outcomes: 
 

• Describe the role of oracy and background knowledge development in 
biliteracy pedagogy 

• Identify high-leverage oracy strategies and language acquisition supports 
• Utilize a planning tool for the intentional integration of language, literacy, 

and content 
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High Leverage Biliteracy Strategies 
Strategy Descrip.on Poten.al Language 

Acquisi.on Supports 
Grade Level 
Varia.ons 

Concept Attainment 

 

Concept a9ainment is a construc=vist 
strategy wherein students construct an 
understanding of a new concept through 
a series of hints or examples of the 
concept presented through pictures.  
This is in contrast to the more teacher-
centered (and abstract) approach, where 
the teacher tells the students the 
concept they will be studying and then 
describes the concept to the students. 
 
Teaching for Biliteracy Book: page 81-82 

 

Sensory: 
 
 
 
 
Graphic:  
 
 
 
 
Interac.ve: 
 

 
 

 

Strategy Descrip.on Poten.al Language 
Acquisi.on Supports 

Grade Level 
Varia.ons 

Adapted Reader’s 
Theater (ART) 
 

 

An adapta=on of readers’ theater where 
the teacher summarizes or paraphrases 
a text while the students, guided by the 
teacher, act out the story either silently 
or joining into the narra=on using the 
key academic vocabulary. This previews 
concepts and vocabulary from the text 
through narra=on and movement. While 
it is similar to TPR, the difference is that 
there is not as much of an emphasis on 
associa=ng specific vocabulary with a 
specific movement.   
 
Teaching for Biliteracy Book: page 81 

 
Sensory: 
 
 
 
 
Graphic:  
 
 
 
 
Interac.ve: 
 

 
 
 

 

Strategy Descrip.on Poten.al Language 
Acquisi.on Supports 

Grade Level 
Varia.ons 

Fishbowl 
 

 

A small group of students is selected to 
model a coopera=ve ac=vity or center 
task in the "fishbowl," with the rest of 
the students observing their ac=ons and 
language. The teacher guides the 
students in the fishbowl through the 
ac=vity, narra=ng and providing 
sentence prompts as needed. AUer the 

 
Sensory: 
 
 
 
Graphic:  
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students observe their peers 
par=cipa=ng in the fishbowl, they return 
to their places and begin the same 
ac=vity.   
 
Teaching for Biliteracy Book: page 82 & 
136 

 
 
Interac.ve: 
 

 

Strategy Descrip.on Poten.al Language 
Acquisi.on Supports 

Grade Level 
Varia.ons 

Picture Sort/ Word 
Sort 

 

In strategic partnerships, students 
categorize words, pictures, or realia into 
groups. This can be done as a closed 
sort, using teacher-provided categories, 
or as an open sort, where students 
create their own categories. 

In an open sort, there is no expectation 
that students will group items according 
to content standards. They may organize 
items in any way, as long as they can 
explain their reasoning. 

In a closed sort, the teacher provides 
the categories, which must be clear and 
understandable to students. 

Sentence prompts are used to structure 
oral language development and help 
students focus on vocabulary and 
concepts. 
 
Teaching for Biliteracy Book: page 83 

Sensory: 
 
 
 
 
 
Graphic:  
 
 
 
 
 
Interac.ve: 
 
 

 

Strategy Descrip.on Poten.al Language 
Acquisi.on Supports 

Grade Level 
Varia.ons 

Language Experience 
Approach (LEA) 

 
 

 

Students experience something 
meaningful together (go on a field trip, 
conduct an experiment, read a story). 
AUerwards, using sentence prompts and 
strategic partners, the teacher asks 
students to propose a retelling, one 
sentence at a =me, about the shared 
experience. Their contribu=ons are 
transcribed into a wri9en piece. This 
shared text becomes a meaningful 
literary resource that may be used as a 
wri=ng mentor text, reading fluency 
prac=ce, and/or meaningful applica=on 

 
Sensory: 
 
 
 
 
 
Graphic:  
 
 
 
 
 
Interac.ve: 
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of grade-level language standards and 
founda=onal skills. 
 
Teaching for Biliteracy Book: page 94 & 

104-105 

 
 

Strategy Descrip.on Poten.al Language 
Acquisi.on Supports 

Grade Level 
Varia.ons 

TPR – Total Physical 
Response 

 

1. Students watch a demonstration 
of key words and gestures. 

2. Students listen again and watch 
as the teacher performs the 
action. 

3. The teacher demonstrates again, 
this time having students 
perform the actions 
simultaneously. 

4. The teacher demonstrates 
without modeling the action. 

5. The teacher models variations & 
combinations for the groups. 

6. Students perform variations & 
combinations. 

7. If some students are ready, they 
demonstrate to classmates. 

This may happen over a period of 
several days/weeks and grow in 
complexity as students build language. 

 
Sensory: 
 
 
 
 
 
Graphic:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interac.ve: 

 

 

 

For more informa+on about the strategies above and descrip+ons to even 
more high leverage biliteracy strategies, scan the QR Code! 
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K-5th Grade Biliteracy Unit Framework (BUF), second edi@on  
Interdisciplinary Unit – Language, Literacy, and Content taught in Spanish/French  

 
K-5th Grade Biliteracy Unit Framework (BUF), second edi@on  

Interdisciplinary Unit – Language, Literacy, and Content taught in English  
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Addi:onal Resources: 

 
 

  
Podcast 

 

 
Everything is Literacy with Susan 
Lambert, SoR Podcast from August 
27, 2025 (46 min) 

 
Blog 

 

3 Ways to Ensure English Learners 
Benefit From the Science of 
Reading, By  Leslie Villegas 

Feb. 22, 2024 

 
ArWcle  

 
Comprehensive Literacy InstrucWon 
for English Language Learners 
 
By Laurie Olsen 

 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/science-of-reading-the-podcast/id1483513974?i=1000723684536
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/science-of-reading-the-podcast/id1483513974?i=1000723684536
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/3-ways-to-ensure-english-learners-benefit-from-the-science-of-reading/
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/3-ways-to-ensure-english-learners-benefit-from-the-science-of-reading/
https://www.newamerica.org/education-policy/edcentral/3-ways-to-ensure-english-learners-benefit-from-the-science-of-reading/
https://www.newamerica.org/our-people/leslie-villegas/
https://multilingualliteracy.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/21025-NCEL-Literacy-Model-FINAL.pdf
https://multilingualliteracy.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/21025-NCEL-Literacy-Model-FINAL.pdf

