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Completing Step 1 of the 
Biliteracy Map

December 9, 2025
Dana Baum, M.Ed.

Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

San Leandro Unified School District
San Leandro, CA
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Agenda:

• Welcome! 
• Writing Buckets and Reading Ladders
• The RRR Process: Auditing the Biliteracy 

Map
• Record
• Review
• Revise

• Next Steps
• Session Closure
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The purpose of our session…

…is to complete the first draft of your 
grade level grade biliteracy map then 
check for accuracy, flow, and rigor by 

engaging in the auditing process.
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Norms:
• Participate actively and interactively – ask 

questions and help others
• Use a growth mindset and make sure 

everyone has a voice
• Please keep sidebar conversations to a 

minimum
• Please silence your phones
• Use technologically strategically – be present

4
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Curriculum Mapping Big Ideas
• Biliteracy curriculum mapping reflects a 

multilingual perspective of students, teachers, 
and instruction.

• Educators teach students, NOT programs or 
resources.

• Mapping is a learning process, a journey, and 
NOT a destination.

• Biliteracy mapping process is a carefully crafted 
process that builds - each step matters.
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Vision & Pedagogy

Remember that 
biliteracy curriculum 
mapping supports your 
vision and pedagogy. 
You are creating a 
sustainable structure!

6



12/10/25

4

7

8



12/10/25

5

Scenario: A new team member 
has joined today. In three 
minutes, how would you 
update them about the work 
that has been done?
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Agenda:

✅Welcome! 
• Writing Buckets and Reading Ladders
• The RRR Process: Auditing the Biliteracy 

Map
• Record
• Review
• Revise

• Next Steps
• Session Closure
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Literacy Standards: 
Reading and Writing

11

Foreword of the 
CA Common Core State Standards
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Collaborative Summary

On a sticky note, write down 1-2 things about the CCSS 
literacy standards that you feel are relevant to mapping. 
If you need inspiration, skim the foreword (p. 2-3 of 
Resource Packet).

When mapping the CCSS, it is important to keep in mind that…

13

When mapping the CCSS, it is important to keep 
in mind that…
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Science, History-Social Science, or

Context 
for 

Meaning

Content

Universal Theme
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Universal Theme

Context 
for 

Meaning

Content

Writing

Science, History-Social Science, or
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Universal Theme

Context 
for 

Meaning

Content

Writing

Reading

Science, History-Social Science, or

17

If every Dual Language classroom 
integrates language, content, and 
literacy

so that students can develop 
knowledge in content and literacy 
across both languages,

Add the literacy standards.

18
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If every DL classroom integrates language, 
content, and literacy

so that students can develop knowledge in 
content and literacy across both languages,

then every unit should have 
reading and writing standards. 

Add the literacy standards.

19

Students will understand that, 
when reading ________________ 
texts, it is important to _________ 
in order to write __________. 

Add the literacy standards. Keep in mind 
the Big Ideas that will come from them:

20
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Students will understand that when reading complex, grade level 
literary text (RL.K.10), it is important to
•With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text. (RL.K.1)
•With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and 
major events in a story. (RL.K.3)
•Recognize common types of texts (RL.K.5)
•With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures 
and experiences of characters in familiar stories. (RL.K.9)

…to be able to write their own rules poster (W.K.1) where they
•Participate in shared research and writing (W.K.7)
•Recall information from experiences or gather information (W.K.8)

about rules and fairness in the classroom and on the playground.

Kindergarten Unit Literacy Big Idea:

21

I want my students to understand that when reading informational texts, they can 
comprehend and deepen their understanding of the text by…
•Asking and answering questions (such as who, what, where, when, why, and how) in 
order to understand key details in a text (RI.2.1)
•Identifying the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of specific 
paragraphs within the text (RI.2.2)
•Knowing and using various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, 
glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a 
text efficiently (RI.2.5), and
•Describing the connection between a series scientific ideas or concepts presented by 
two texts on the same topic (RI.2.9)

...in order to apply their understanding of the topic to write a lab report that details 
one of their investigations of matter (its properties and interactions), using the 
knowledge gained from reading about the topic and their observations of how 
informational texts are structured to inform the content and organization of the lab 
report (2-PS1-1, 2-PS1-2, W.2.2).

2nd Grade Unit Literacy Big Idea:

22
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I want students to understand that when reading complex, grade level literary text (RL.10), it 
is important to
•Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. (RL.4.1)
•Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text 
(e.g., a character's thoughts, words, or actions). (RL.4.3)
•Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the 
difference between first- and third-person narrations. (RL.4.6)
•Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and 
patterns of events (e.g., the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures. 
(RL.4.9)
•Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research (W.4.9)

…to be able to write their own narrative fiction story (W.4.3) where they
•Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally. (W.4.3A)
•Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations. 
(W.4.3B)
•Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events. (W.4.3C)
•Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. (W.4.3D)
•Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. (W.4.3E)
about animal or animal-like characters facing a challenge or challenges and using their 
internal and/or external structures to overcome the challenge(s).

5th Grade Unit Literacy Big Idea:

Turn and Talk: 
Something that I notice 
about literacy Big Ideas 
is…

23

Agenda:

✅Welcome! 
• Writing Buckets and Reading Ladders
• The RRR Process: Auditing the Biliteracy 

Map
• Record
• Review
• Revise

• Next Steps
• Session Closure

24
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Writing Standards

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

25

Organization of Writing Standards: 
10 Anchor Standards

p. 4: Anchor 
Standards for Writing

26
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3rd grade
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Organization of the CCSS Writing Standards

Opinion NarrativeInformative

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

30
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Kinder

31

Organization of the CCSS Writing Standards

Opinion NarrativeInformative

Standard 1 Standard 2 Standard 3

Standard 4 – For purpose, task, and audience
Standard 10 – Write routinely

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Persuasive/Opinion/ 
Argument

Informational/ 
Functional/Procedural

Narrative Writing

Persuasive Letter
Review
Personal Essay
Literary Essay
Historical essay
Petition
Editorial
Op-Ed Column

Fact Sheet
News Article
Feature Article
Blog
Website
Report
Analytic Memo
Research Report
Nonfiction book
How-to-book
Directions
Recipe
Lab Report

Personal Narrative
Fiction
Historical Fiction
Fantasy
Narrative Memoir
Biography
Narrative Nonfiction

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Genres within each bucket
(Source:  Pathways to the Common Core)
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Organization of the CCSS Writing Standards

Opinion NarrativeInformative

Standard 1 Standard 2 Standard 3

Standard 4 – For purpose, task, and audience
Standard 10 – Write routinely

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Organization of the CCSS Writing Standards

Opinion NarrativeInformative

Standard 1 Standard 2 Standard 3

5

6

5

8

6 7

5

8

7

Standard 4 – For purpose, task, and audience
Standard 10 – Write routinely

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

35

5

6

7

8

3rd Grade

36
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Organization of the CCSS Writing Standards

Opinion NarrativeInformative

Standard 1 Standard 2 Standard 3

5

6

5

8

6 7

5

8

7

Standard 4 – For purpose, task, and audience
Standard 10 – Write routinely

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

37

Standards Check

Writing Standards

Opinion
Informative	
Explanatory

Narrative

Spanish English Spanish English Spanish English

38
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When mapping the CCSS, it is important to keep 
in mind that…

Anything with 
regards to 

WRITING we 
need to add?

39

Students will understand that, 
when reading ________________ 
texts, it is important to _________ 
in order to write __________. 

Opinion
1

Informative
2

Narrative
3

Add the literacy standards. Keep in mind 
the Big Ideas that will come from them:

40
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1: Persuasive/Opinion/ 
Argument 

2: Informational/ 
Functional/Procedural

3: Narrative Writing

Persuasive Letter
Review
Personal Essay
Literary Essay
Historical essay
Petition
Editorial
Op-Ed Column

Fact Sheet
News Article
Feature Article
Blog
Website
Report
Analytic Memo
Research Report
Nonfiction book
How-to-book
Directions
Recipe
Lab Report

Personal Narrative
Fiction
Historical Fiction
Fantasy
Narrative Memoir
Biography
Narrative Nonfiction

Genres within each bucket
(Source:  Pathways to the Common Core)

41

1. Notetaker:  Documents conversations and decisions 
(suggestion - select a different color to use for each day as 
you document your work in this document) in the Process 
Document.  Stop at each step and discuss together what 
should be documented and how. 

2. Standards Bearer: Consults and references the standards 
and keeps a tally of what has been included in the map. 

3. Discussion Facilitator:  Facilitates the conversations and 
discussions.  Keeps the group focused and on task.

4. Map Navigator:  Manages the map itself by placing and/or 
reading already placed standards.

5. Google Resources Facilitator:  Looks for and utilizes 
resources and guidance documents that help in the 
mapping process. 

Group Dynamics- Identify Roles

42
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As a PLC, read the writing 
standards.

Identify the kind of writing 
(narrative, 
informational/explanatory, 
opinion) that compliments each 
group of content standards. 

Place the writing standard for 
that genre with each group of 
content standards.

43

Within each type of writing (narrative, opinion, 
informational/explanatory), identify the 
specific kind of writing that students will do. 

Use a post-it note to identify this.

44
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Are all the standards accounted for?

Writing Standards

Opinion
Informative	
Explanatory

Narrative

Spanish English Spanish English Spanish English

Once your writing standards have been placed, ensure that each 
of the three writing ‘buckets’ (narrative, opinion, informative) has 
been equally represented in each language by using a tally sheet.

45

Add your bucket fillers

Opinion NarrativeInformative

Standard 1 Standard 2 Standard 3

5

6

5

8

6 7

5

8

7

Standard 4 – For purpose, task, and audience
Standard 10 – Write routinely

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

46
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Where did we land?
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Agenda:

✅Welcome! 
• Writing Buckets and Reading Ladders
• The RRR Process: Auditing the Biliteracy 

Map
• Record
• Review
• Revise

• Next Steps
• Session Closure

48
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Reading Standards

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Organization of Reading Standards: 
10 Anchor Standards

p. 8: Anchor Standards 
for Reading

50
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Informational 
Texts

Literary 
Texts

The CCSS Reading Standards
(used for mapping)

52
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The CCSS Reading Standards
(used for mapping)

K-12
Informational 
Texts

Literary 
Texts

Anchor 
Standards

53

Organization of the CCSS Reading Standards

Standard 1: 
Comprehension

Standard 10: 
With rigorous, 

grade level texts

The questions you 
will ask and 

answer to show 
comprehension

Informational 
Texts – 50%

Literary
Texts – 50%

54
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www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

55

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Key Ideas and 
Details

Craft and 
Structure

Integration of 
Knowledge and 

Ideas

56



12/10/25

29

Kinder Reading – Literature Standards

1. With 
prompting and 

support, ask 
and answer 
questions 
about key 

details in a text

10. Actively 
engage in group 

reading activities 
with purpose and 

understanding. 

2. With prompting 
and support, retell 

familiar stories 
including key details.

3. With prompting 
and support, identify 
characters, settings, 
and major events in 

a story.

57

2nd Grade Reading – Literature Standards

1. Ask and 
answer such 

questions 
as who, what, 
where, when, 

why, 
and how to 

demonstrate 
understanding 

of key details in 
a text.

10. By the end of 
the year, read and 

comprehend 
literature, 

including stories 
and poetry, in the 

grades 2-3 text 
complexity band 
proficiently, with 

scaffolding as 
needed at the 

high end of the 
range

2. Recount stories, 
including fables and 

folktales from 
diverse cultures, and 

determine their 
central message, 
lesson, or moral.

3. Describe how 
characters in a story 

respond to major 
events and 
challenges.

58
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4th Grade Reading – Literature Standards

1. Refer to 
details and 
examples in a 
text when
explaining 
what the text 
says explicitly 
and when 
drawing 
inferences from 
the text.

10. By the end of 
the year, read and 
comprehend
literature, including 
stories, dramas, 
and poetry, in the 
grades 4–5 text 
complexity band 
proficiently, with 
scaffolding as 
needed at the
high end of the 
range.

2. Determine a theme 
of a story, drama, or 
poem from details in 
the text; summarize 
the text.

3. Describe in depth a 
character, setting, or event
in a story or drama, 
drawing on specific details
in the text (e.g., a 
character’s thoughts, 
words, or actions).
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Language Arts Standards K-5

READING

Literature

READING

Informational 
Texts

READING

Foundational
Skills

Writing Listening 
and 

Speaking

Language

What about the other language arts 
standards?

60
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Science, History-Social Science,

Context 
for 

Meaning

Content

Writing

Reading

Listening and 
Speaking

Language

Foundational Skills

or Universal Theme

61

What is literacy?

Writing
• Handwriting
• Spelling
• Grammar
• Composition

Content: Science/Social Studies/SEL

Content: Science/Social Studies/SELContent: Science/Social Studies/SEL

Co
nt

en
t: 

Sc
ie

nc
e/

So
ci

al
 S

tu
di

es
/S

EL
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Writing
• Oracy
• Handwriting
• Spelling
• Grammar
• Composition

63

When mapping the CCSS, it is important to keep 
in mind that…

Anything with 
regards to 

READING we 
need to add?

64
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Step 1:
Create 

Standards-
Based 

Curriculum 
Maps 

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy 

During Step I – We identify the 
meaningful context for literacy 

(content standards or 
universal theme) and we 

integrate the standards that 
frame literacy (writing and 

reading) 

65

Standards-Based Biliteracy Curriculum Maps 
plan instruction for the year – starting with 

CONTENT standards

Science Standards

Social Studies Standards

66
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Context 
for 

Meaning

Content

Writing

Reading

Science, History-Social Science,

or Universal Theme

67

Standards Initially Used in Mapping

“Comprehension is the most critical 
aspect of literacy development.”

- Kathy Henn-Reinke, 2018

68
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Standards Initially Used in Mapping

“Comprehension is the most critical 
aspect of literacy development.”

- Kathy Henn-Reinke, 2018

Therefore, the reading and writing 
standards anchor the language arts aspect 

of curriculum development.

It is from these standards that big ideas are 
written.

69

READING

Literature

READING

Informational 
Texts

READING

Foundational
Skills

Writing Listening 
and 

Speaking

Language

Which standards are initially used for mapping? 
Why?

Language Arts Standards K – 5 

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy 
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The Reading – Writing Relationship

There is a linear connection between 
reading and writing.

71

Texts as Mentors

Reading and analyzing books teach writers 
new skills.

The more they read, the more sophisticated 
writers they become.

72
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Context 
for 

Meaning

Content

Writing

Science, History-Social Science,

or Universal Theme

73

Context 
for 

Meaning

Content

Writing

Reading

Science, History-Social Science,

or Universal Theme
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Context 
for 

Meaning

Content

Writing

Reading

Science, History-Social Science,

or Universal Theme

75

If every Dual Language classroom integrates 
language, content, and literacy

so that students can develop knowledge in 
content and literacy across both languages,

then, every unit should have 
reading and writing standards. 

Add the literacy standards.

76
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I want my students to understand 
that, when reading 
________________ texts, it is 
important to _________ in order 
to write __________. 

Add the literacy standards.

77

Add the reading standards.

The reading standards should 
serve as the model, or the 
support, for the writing standards. 

Therefore, the reading standards 
should carefully be selected to 
provide this support. 

78



12/10/25

40

Add the reading standards.

Standard 1: 
Comprehension

Standard 10: 
With rigorous, 

grade level texts

The questions you 
will ask and 

answer to show 
comprehension

79

Read the reading 
standards as a PLC.

Based on the writing 
standards and the kind 
of writing students will 
be doing, consider what 
reading standards could 
be focused on in order 
to help students be 
better writers. 

Place these standards 
on your map. 

80
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www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

At least one 
standard from 
each section of 
the complexity 
ladder.
Across the year, in 
each language and 
each reading 
genre, all 
standards need to 
be covered.

81

Where did we land?

82
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Agenda:

✅Welcome! 
✅ Reading Ladders and Bucket Fillers
• The RRR Process: Auditing the Biliteracy 

Map
• Record
• Review
• Revise

• Next Steps
• Session Closure

83

Time for 
Step 1.B!

84
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1. Notetaker:  Documents conversations and decisions (suggestion - 
select a different color to use for each day as you document your 
work in this document) in the Process Document.  Stop at each 
step and discuss together what should be documented and how.

2. Standards Bearer: Consults and references the standards and 
keeps a tally of what has been included in the map. 

3. Discussion Facilitator:  Facilitates the conversations and 
discussions.  Keeps the group focused and on task.

4. Map Navigator:  Manages the map itself by placing and/or 
reading already placed standards.

5. Google Resources Facilitator:  Looks for and utilizes resources 
and guidance documents that help in the mapping process. 

Group Dynamics- Identify Roles

85

Time for 
Step 1.B!

86
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RRR: Record, Reflect, Revise
The Biliteracy Map Auditing Process

Let’s start with content 
standards!

87

RRR: Record, Reflect, Revise
The Biliteracy Map Auditing Process

Map Navigator: Find the standards on the 
map and read them out.
Standards Bearer: Highlight or check off 
standards as the Map Navigator reads 
standards from the map.

88



12/10/25

45

RRR: Record, Reflect, Revise
The Biliteracy Map Auditing Process

Discussion Facilitator: Ask: Are all science 
standards accounted for? Do any additions 
or changes need to be made to the content 
area?
Notetaker: Document discussion and actions 
in the Process Document. 

89

Google Resource Facilitator

90
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Google Resource Facilitator

91

Google Resource Facilitator

92
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Google Resource Facilitator

93

Google Resource 
Facilitator Standards Bearer

94
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EXAMPLE

95

96



12/10/25

49

Google Resource Facilitator

97

Google Resource 
Facilitator

Standards Bearer

98



12/10/25

50

Google Resource Facilitator

99

Notetaker – 
Ensure you 
have captured 
the status of 
the content 
audit on the 
process 
document.

100
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Google Resource Facilitator

101

RRR: Record, Reflect, Revise
The Biliteracy Map Auditing Process

Reading Standards

Google Resource 
Facilitator

102
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SAMPLE

103

Standards Bearer

104
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RRR: Record, Reflect, Revise
The Biliteracy Map Auditing Process

Reading Standards

Synthesize your findings, then reflect 
using the questions below

Google 
Resources 
Facilitator

105

SAMPLE
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Exit Survey
https://bit.ly/SLUSDRRR

107


