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Biliteracy Curriculum Development Process:  
Step 2 

The BUF 
 

Resource Packet 
 

Grades 3-5 
Yankee Ridge, Urbana School District 

February 13, 2026 
 
 

Facilitator: Dana Baum TeachingForBiliteracyDH@gmail.com 
 
 
Outcomes for the session: 
- Identify the essential components of a rigorous, standards-based BUF using the 

BUF checklist to analyze strengths and opportunities for growth. 
- Unpack standards into clear, concrete-to-abstract outcomes that guide instruction 

and assessment across an integrated unit. 
- Plan formative assessments that align to outcomes and provide actionable 

information about student progress. 
 

Mapping Process Folder End of Session Survey 

https://bit.ly/UrbanaMapProcess  https://bit.ly/YRFeb13 
 

 

http://www.teachingforbiliteracy.com/
mailto:TeachingForBiliteracyDH@gmail.com
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DRAFT PEDAGOGY 

Yankee Ridge Multilingual School provides a welcoming, nurturing, and equitable environment where all 

students are valued and affirmed—regardless of language, culture, or ability. Instruction follows a 

backward design model aligned with Illinois State Board of Education grade-level standards. To promote 

high academic achievement in both program languages, instruction is delivered in each language daily 

using the 80/20 program model for Spanish and 50/50 (see allocation chart). Expectations for learning and 

behavior (CHAMPS and PBIS) are communicated clearly, with scaffolds and supports designed to meet 

the needs of all learners. 

Teachers honor and build upon the diverse cultural, linguistic, and learning backgrounds of their students 

through interactive, multisensory, and language-rich instruction across all content areas. Students are 

viewed holistically, with their experiences and knowledge seen as assets to classroom learning. Teachers 

consistently use the target language of instruction while honoring students’ full linguistic repertoires 

through translanguaging practices. Acknowledging that all individuals are language learners, teachers 

mindfully adjust their speaking speed, articulation, and instructional supports to ensure accessibility and 

understanding for all students. 

To ensure authentic and meaningful learning, literacy is taught through science, and social studies, or a 

universal theme, with an emphasis on oracy—the language needed for academic discourse. Lessons 

integrate both language and content objectives, and instruction explicitly includes cross-language 

connections and foundational skills that prepare students to express their knowledge effectively through 

writing and speaking. Teachers provide supports and intentionally foster student-to-student dialogue to 

deepen understanding and strengthen communication skills in the language of instruction. 

In our student-centered classrooms, learners engage in whole-group, small-group, and partner 

discussions, as well as collaborative activities that extend learning. To ensure equity and access, grade-

level and classroom groupings are balanced across language, gender, and academic ability. Teachers use 

scaffolding and biliteracy strategies to support access to instruction during whole group learning and a 

combination of flexible heterogeneous and homogeneous groups to best support learning goals as 

needed. 
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Spanish/French Instruction BUF, 2nd ed. 

 
 

English Instruction BUF, 2nd ed. 
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How to Unpack Standards into Outcomes 
Step 1: Read the standard. 

Step 2: Underline the verbs in the standard that require students to think. 

Step 3: Find the verb(s) (or a synonym of the verb) on the Bloom’s Taxonomy of 
Measurable Variables. 

Step 4: Start with the lefthand column and Bloom’s verb, then examine that row of 
Hess’s Cognitive Rigor Matrix (start with the corresponding content area). 
àWhat do students need to do with the knowledge? àWhat kind of thinking 
are they doing? 
àFigure out what cell most closely aligns. 

Step 5: Look at what comes before the Hess cell where the standard landed. How will 
students work toward that level of complexity? 

Step 6: Using the measurable verbs chart (Bloom’s), break down the steps needed to 
build up the rigor of the verb. 

 
 

Our Summative Assessment: 
Unit: ___________________________ 

 

Knowledge 
Students Need 

 

Skills Students 
Need 

 

How It Ties to the 
Essential Question 

and Big Ideas 
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Planning for Formative Assessment from Outcomes 
Outcome: 
Underline 
thinking 
verb(s) 

 

Evidence: 
I will look 

for… 

 

Quick 
Check Tool 

 

 
Planning for Rigorous Instruction from Outcomes 
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Instructional Strategies Glossary: bit.ly/BiliteracyStrategiesGlossary		

 

 

 

https://bit.ly/BiliteracyStrategiesGlossary
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Notes: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


