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Sample Instruction Part 1:
Building Oracy and 

Background Knowledge

Grades 3-5
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Agenda:

• Sample Instruction
• Sample Instruction Debrief 
• Planning for Biliteracy
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This is the goal of biliteracy – students 
who are bilingual, biliterate, have high 

academic achievement and 
socio-cultural competence.

Spanish - English

English
Spanish

…and who can make 
metalinguistic decisions© Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Engages all students actively 
and meaningfully using active 
engagement strategies

Uses language teaching 
strategies focused on L, S, R, 
W, intentionally building 
oracy and background 
knowledge for literacy and 
content instruction  
               throughout the unit.

Includes a meaningful frame 
for learning: integrating 
content or a universal theme 
with language and literacy

Strategically plans for the 
three linguistic spaces: 

Spanish, the Bridge, English 

Teaching	for
Biliteracy…

Defining Biliteracy Instruction
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through Universal 
Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: 
Science, Language 

Arts

English to Spanish: 
Math, Social 

Studies, Language 
Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through 
Universal Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Science, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Math, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts
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The Biliteracy Learning Environment
Pg. 16

7

Es
pa
ño

l English

Student Seating 
in Groups

Sp
an

ish
 C

la
ss

ro
om

 L
ib

ra
ry

 English Classroom
 Library 

Bilingual Books 

La
ng

ua
ge

, L
ite

ra
cy

, C
on

te
nt

 Language, Literacy, Content 

The Biliteracy Learning Environment

M
ath

Social 
Studies

Reading
Ci

en
ci

as

El Puente/The Bridge 

Le
ct

ur
a

Es
cr

itu
ra

Re
co

no
-

ci
m

ie
nt

o 
de

 
pa

la
br

as
W

riting
W

ord 
Recognition

8



3/10/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 5

Español

Es
pa
ño

l
Student Seating 

in Groups

Sp
an

ish
 C

la
ss

ro
om

 L
ib

ra
ry

 
Bilingual Books 

The Biliteracy Learning Environment

Ciencias

El Puente/The Bridge 

Lectura

Es
cr

itu
ra

Re
co

no
ci

m
ie

nt
o 

de
 

pa
la

br
as

9

English

English

Student Seating 
in Groups

English Classroom
 Library 

Bi
lin

gu
al

 B
oo

ks
 

Language, Literacy, Content 

The Biliteracy Learning Environment

Math Social Studies Reading

El
 P

ue
nt

e/
Th

e 
Br

id
ge

 
W

riting
W

ord 
Recognition

10



3/10/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 6

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map -4th Grade 50/50 
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Biliteracy Unit Framework

Handouts
Page 14
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Pg. 30 

4th Grade 50/50

13
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Strategic Pairing and Grouping

Teaching for Biliteracy includes strategic 
pairing using a number of different variables. 

What are some factors you consider 
when grouping or pairing students?

14
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For the given level of English language proficiency, with support, English language learners can:

.GXGN��
'PVGTKPI

.GXGN��
Beginning
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&GXGNQRKPI

.GXGN��
'ZRCPFKPI

.GXGN��
$TKFIKPI

.GXGN��
�4

GCEJKPI

.+
56

'0
+0

)
Point to stated pictures, t�
words, phrases
Follow one-step oral t�
directions
Match oral statements t�
to objects, figures or 
illustrations

Sort pictures, objects t�
according to oral 
instructions
Follow two-step oral t�
directions 
Match information t�
from oral descriptions to 
objects, illustrations

Locate, select, order t�
information from oral 
descriptions
Follow multi-step oral t�
directions
Categorize or sequence t�
oral information using 
pictures, objects

Compare/contrast t�
functions, relationships 
from oral information
Analyze and apply oral t�
information
Identify cause and effect t�
from oral discourse

Draw conclusions from t�
oral information
Construct models based t�
on oral discourse
Make connections from t�
oral discourse 

52
'#

-
+0

)

Name objects, people, t�
pictures
Answer WH- (who, what, t�
when, where, which) 
questions

Ask WH- questionst�
Describe pictures, events, t�
objects, people
Restate factst�

Formulate hypotheses, t�
make predictions
Describe processes, t�
procedures
Retell stories or eventst�

Discuss stories, issues, t�
concepts
Give speeches, oral t�
reports
Offer creative solutions to t�
issues, problems  

Engage in debatest�
Explain phenomena, t�
give examples and justify 
responses
Express and defend t�
points of view

4
'#

&
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)

Match icons and symbols t�
to words, phrases or 
environmental print 
Identify concepts about t�
print and  text features

Locate and classify t�
information
Identify facts and explicit t�
messages
Select language patterns t�
associated with facts

Sequence pictures, events, t�
processes
Identify main ideast�
Use context clues to t�
determine meaning of 
words

Interpret information or t�
data
Find details that support t�
main ideas
Identify word families, t�
figures of speech

Conduct research to t�
glean information from 
multiple sources
Draw conclusions from t�
explicit and implicit text 

9
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+0

)

Label objects, pictures, t�
diagrams
Draw in response to a t�
prompt
Produce icons, symbols, t�
words, phrases to convey 
messages

Make listst�
Produce drawings,  t�
phrases, short sentences, 
notes
Give information t�
requested from oral or 
written directions 

Produce bare-bones t�
expository or narrative 
texts
Compare/contrast t�
information
Describe events, people, t�
processes, procedures

Summarize information t�
from graphics or notes
Edit and revise writingt�
Create original ideas or t�
detailed responses

Apply information to t�
new contexts
React to multiple genres t�
and discourses
Author multiple forms/t�
genres of writing

9DULDELOLW\�RI�VWXGHQWV¶�FRJQLWLYH�GHYHORSPHQW�GXH�WR�DJH��JUDGH�OHYHO�VSDQV��WKHLU�GLYHUVLW\�RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�GLDJQRVHG�OHDUQLQJ�GLVDELOLWLHV��LI�DSSOLFDEOH���DUH�WR�EH�
considered in using this information.

WIDA Can-Do Descriptors 
(English Language Learning)

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Pg. 19 
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SALSA “Can-Do” Descriptors 
(Spanish Language Learning)

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Pg. 20 
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Where do you fall in Spanish?

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Identify cause and effect t�
from oral discourse

Draw conclusions from t�
oral information
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on oral discourse
Make connections from t�
oral discourse 
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WIDA Level Descriptors for our Self-Assessment
Levels of Spanish Descriptions 
1 - Beginner No such thing as lower than 1
2 - Some receptive Understands and responds 

with simple words and phrases 
3 - Can understand and 
produce with grammatical 
errors

May sound socially  fluent but 
still need academic linguistic 
register

4 - Can understand and 
produce most of what is 
said and written

Some challenges to 
understanding and production

5 – Very high functioning Receptive and productive with 
isolated instances of challenge

6 – Native like Receptive and Productive use 
18
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Strategic Pairing In the Classroom

63

52
41

19
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These are the students I can expect to 
have in my classroom…

who is missing?

In this session we will experience SLA 
and Science integrated dual language 
and biliteracy instruction designed for 

4th grade…

20
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Desire to sing 
Karaoke

Descriptions 

1 – No way You can find me home reading or 
watching a movie.

2 – I’ll be your 
audience

I’ll happily sit in the crowd and watch.

3 – I’ll sing backup Probably from the audience but maybe 
on the side if you hold the mic.

4 – With some 
help!

Maybe liquid courage or a group song?

5 – I’ll take a turn I’ll put in my song and wait my turn.
6 – Hand me the 
mic!

This is my favorite…and I’ll get you to 
join me!

21
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Page 14
Biliteracy Unit Framework

22
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Marking the Language of Instruction

23
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Sample Biliteracy Instruction

24
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Language Use Norms

• Respect regionalisms. 
• Use circumlocution.
• Avoid code-switching.
• Use this sentence starter:  ¿Cómo se dice… 

en español?
• Do not translate for your partner.
• Engage actively in the sample instruction.
• Be respectful students so that you can 

experience the strategies.

25
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Marking the Language of Instruction

26
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Yo observo ___. 

27
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En las dos fotos observo ___. 

28
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En las tres fotos hay___. 
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En las cuatro fotos noto que ___. 

30
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Lo que tienen en común todas las 
fotos es ___. 

31
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Lo que tienen en común todas las 
fotos es ___. 

32
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Todas las fotos son ejemplos de___. 
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Todas las fotos son ejemplos de___. 

34
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Pienso que los recursos 
naturales a la izquierda 
están juntos porque __. 

Pienso que los recursos 
naturales a la derecha 
están juntos porque __. 

35
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Pienso que los recursos 
naturales a la izquierda 
son__. 

Pienso que los recursos 
naturales a la derecha 
no son__. 

36
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Recursos naturales 
renovables

Recursos naturales 
no renovables

37
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Recursos naturales 
renovables

son
fuentes de energía 

renovables

Recursos naturales    
no renovables

son
Fuentes de energía    

no renovables
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39
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Exploración

40
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¿Puedo sacar las imágenes de la bolsa? ¡Claro que sí!

En esta foto observo....

Estoy de acuerdo/desacuerdo porque…
Y quiero agregar que….

Ahora es mi turno. 

Tomar turnos 
con todas las 

imágenes. 

Gracias. ¿Me ayudas a 
colocarlas boca arriba?

¡Por supuesto! Dame 
algunas y te ayudo.

Es un(a)…
Son….

Pienso que es un(a)…Pero no sé 
exactamente come se llama.

O Tal vez es…

No sé lo 
que es.  

¿Qué opinas?

42
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Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables
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Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables
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Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables
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Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables
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Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables
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Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables

48



3/10/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 25

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables
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Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables
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naturales 
renovables
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naturales 

no renovables
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Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables
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Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables
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Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables
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Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables
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Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables
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Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables
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Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables
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Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables

59

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables
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Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables
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Esta palabra 
dice…

Va con esta 
imagen porque…

Y el movimiento que 
le corresponde es…

Estoy de acuerdo porque…
Me pregunto que piensas 

acerca de…

También quiero agregar 
que…

¡Gracias! Ahora es tu turno. Escoge una palabra.

63
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Agenda:

• Sample Instruction
• Sample Instruction Debrief 
• Planning for Biliteracy

✅

64
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What are the goals of Dual Language?

How does this type of 
instruction help students meet 

each of the three pillars?

65
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Diverse DL Students

• How did this instruction meet the 
needs of:
–Carmen
–Antonio
–Hannah
–Paulo

66
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Engages all students actively 
and meaningfully using active 
engagement strategies

Uses language teaching 
strategies focused on L, S, R, 
W, intentionally building 
oracy and background 
knowledge for literacy and 
content instruction  
               throughout the unit.

Includes a meaningful frame 
for learning: integrating 
content or a universal theme 
with language and literacy

Strategically plans for the 
three linguistic spaces: 

Spanish, the Bridge, English 

Teaching	for
Biliteracy…

Defining Biliteracy Instruction

67

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Biliteracy Unit Framework

68
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Development of Oracy and background knowledge

Listening: Participate and understand the
academic language

Productive
Speaking: Use the academic language

Reading: Understand
academic language
(receptive)

Writing: Use academic
Language (productive)

Receptive

69
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Development of background knowledge
Concrete: Introduction of concepts

Understand through the use of
realia, images, experiences, etc.

Apply and practice the concepts

More abstract: Increase rigor
Understand, apply and practice through inquiry, 

Reading and writing

70
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Oracy

Receptive (listening)

Productive (speaking)

Receptive (reading)

Productive (writing)

Background Knowledge

Concrete: understanding

Apply and practice

Level of rigor increases:
More abstract

Understanding, appplying
and demonstrating
knowledge

71
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Oracy

Receptive (listening)

Productive (speaking)

Receptive (reading)

Productive (writing)

Background Knowledge

Concrete: understanding

Apply and practice

Level of rigor increases:
More abstract

Understanding, appplying
and demonstrating
knowledge

As the unit 
progresses, the 
language and 

concepts 
become more 

complex.  

72
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High Leverage Biliteracy Strategies

73
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High Leverage Biliteracy Strategies Page 1
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Concept Attainment

pp. 81, 
82

Students use visuals 
and sentence prompts 
to identify the concept.

with Sentence Prompts and TPR

New vocabulary is 
introduced with visual 
and kinesthetic support 
to support meaning.

75
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Todas las fotos son ejemplos de___. 
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Todas las fotos son ejemplos de___. 
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Pienso que los recursos 
naturales a la izquierda 
están juntos porque __. 

Pienso que los recursos 
naturales a la derecha 
están juntos porque __. 
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Recursos naturales 
renovables

Recursos naturales 
no renovables

79
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High Leverage Biliteracy Strategies Page 1
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Lo que observo en En
la columna azul 
es que …

Lo que observo en          
la columna anaranjada 
es que …

81
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A B C
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Conversaciones académicas

Wharton, teachingforbiliteracyMW@gmail.com, 2017

Pareja A Pareja B
Lo que observo en la 
imagen de la columna ___ 
es…

¡Oh sí! También quisiera 
agregar que….
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Conversaciones académicas

Wharton, teachingforbiliteracyMW@gmail.com, 2017

Pareja A Pareja B
Lo que observo en la 
imagen de la columna ___ 
es…

¡Oh sí! También quisiera 
agregar que….

Pienso que las tres 
columnas se relacionan 
porque…

Adicionalmente se puede 
decir que…

Observo que las imágenes 
en la columna __ son ___. 

O, entonces podemos 
predecir que todas las 
imágenes en la columna __ 
están agrupados porque..
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Triángulo 
obtuso

Triángulo 
agudo

Triángulo 
rectángulo
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The LEA – Language Experience 
Approach with TPR 

p. 94 & 
pp. 104 - 

105

Students participate in 
a shared experience. 
Then, students co-
construct a text.
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Fish Bowl

p. 82 
& 136

Students become the model 
for demonstrating the 
expectation rather than the 
teacher telling students 
what to do.
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¿Puedo sacar las imágenes de la bolsa? ¡Claro que sí!

En esta foto observo....

Estoy de acuerdo/desacuerdo porque…
Y quiero agregar que….

Ahora es mi turno. 

Tomar turnos 
con todas las 

imágenes. 

Gracias. ¿Me ayudas a 
colocarlas boca arriba?

¡Por supuesto! Dame 
algunas y te ayudo.

Es un(a)…
Son….

Pienso que es un(a)…Pero no sé 
exactamente come se llama.

O Tal vez es…

No sé lo 
que es.  

¿Qué opinas?
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Agenda:

• Sample Instruction
• Sample Instruction Debrief 
• Planning for Biliteracy

✅

✅
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Biliteracy Map Scavenger Hunt

• How does the biliteracy map reflect 
the program language and content 
allocation plan?
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through 
Universal Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Science, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Math, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade 50/50 

Green reflects what will be taught in Spanish

ALL of the Science standards for that grade level are 
incorporate across the year.
Science instruction is facilitated in Spanish all year long.
The Science standards are strategically bundled from 
concrete to abstract across the year.

99

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through 
Universal Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Science, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Math, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade 50/50 

Blue reflects what will be taught in English
ALL of the Social Studies standards for that grade level 
are incorporate across the year.

SS instruction is facilitated in English all year long.

The SS standards are strategically bundled from 
concrete to abstract across the year.

In this case, math is also taught in English and has its 
own map.
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Pg. 29 
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through 
Universal Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Science, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Math, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

The Bridge is NOT on the map. 
It occurs at the end of every unit. The program 
language and content allocation plan guide the 

direction of the Bridge.
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Biliteracy Map Scavenger Hunt

• How does the biliteracy map reflect 
the program language and content 
allocation plan?

• Look at the literacy standards in the 
first Spanish unit and the first English 
unit. What do you notice?
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade 50/50 

The standards are bundled together 
into units that include content AND 
reading and writing standards
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade 50/50 

The reading standards are strategically 
selected and are usually not the same 
in units in each language. If they are 
the same genre (RL/RI), different 
standards are selected. Additionally, 
what the texts are about will be 
different. 

The reading standards reflect the 
organization of the standards.
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Organization of the CCSS Reading Standards K-12

Standard 1: 
Comprehension

Standard 10: 
With rigorous, 

grade level texts

The reading skills 
and behaviors that 

will be taught in 
this unit.

Informational 
Texts

Literary
Texts

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade 50/50 

The reading standards are strategically selected 
and are usually not the same in units in each 
language. If they are the same genre (RL/RI), 
different standards are selected. Additionally, 
what the texts are about will be different. 

The reading standards reflect the organization 
of the standards.

There is a balance between informational and 
literary text standards within and across each 
language.
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map – 4th grade 50/50
All the 4th grade reading standards (RI & RL) are 
represented on the map across the year. When 
standards are repeated, they increase in rigor.
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map – Kinder 80/20 
Similarly, the Writing Standards are different in each 
language, and they reflect the organization of the 
standards.
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Organization of the CCSS Writing Standards

Opinion NarrativeInformative

Standard 1 Standard 2 Standard 3

5

8

6 7

5

8

6 7

5

8

6 7

Standard 4 – For purpose, task, and audience
Standard 10 – Write routinely

1/3 1/3 1/3 © Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map – 4th grade 50/50
All the 4th grade writing standards (RI & RL) are 
represented on the map across the year. When 
standards are repeated, they increase in rigor.

There is a balance between the three types of writing 
(opinion, informational/explanatory, and narrative) within 
and across each language.
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Biliteracy Map Scavenger Hunt

• How does the biliteracy map reflect 
the program language and content 
allocation plan?

• Look at the literacy standards in the 
first Spanish unit and the first English 
unit. What do you notice?

• What do you notice about the focus 
of each unit across the year?
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade 50/50 

The units are strategically organized in a sequence 
from concrete to abstract, thus increasing in rigor 
across the year in each language.
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade 50/50 

• The map is organized from concrete to abstract, 
building in rigor and complexity across the year

• Science and social studies topics are addressed 
once. Each unit build on knowledge from the 
previous unit. 

• The writing standards describe what students will 
do with the content knowledge they develop

• The reading standards provide mentorship for what 
students will be expected to write

• The focus of instruction for each language is 
different, thus strategically planning for biliteracy
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pg.36-37  
Resource 

Packet
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade 50/50 
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade 50/50 
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Biliteracy Unit Framework

Is planned from 
the grade-level 

standards
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade 50/50 
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How would having having a map 
be helpful?
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Exit Ticket

My biggest 
takeaway 
from today’s 
session was…
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