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TK – K:  English Language Proficiency Levels
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TK – K:  English Language Proficiency Levels
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TK – K:  English Language Proficiency Levels
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What is literacy?
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El patojo
Luego de ponerse la chumpa, el patojo salió 

hacia el obelisco con su chucho para comerse 
una champurrada cuando se le atravesó un 
chompipe.

• ¿Cuántas sílabas tiene chumpa, chucho, champurrada, y 
chompipe?

• ¿Quién iba hacia el obelisco?
• Dibuja al patojo, el obelisco, la champurrada, el chucho y 

el chompipe
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What is literacy?
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Word Recognition
Constrained K-2

•Phonological Awareness
•Decoding (and Spelling)
• Sight Recognition
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Language Comprehension
Unconstrained (entire life)

• Background Knowledge
• Vocabulary Knowledge
• Language Structures (syntax)
• Verbal Reasoning
• Literacy knowledge
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Simple View of Reading

“Constrained”
A set of finite skills

Typically taught in K-2

“Unconstrained”
An infinite amount of knowledge

Develops over your entire life
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“Constrained”
A set of finite skills

Typically to K-2

“Unconstrained”
An infinite amount of knowledge

Develops over your entire life

Developing 
Bilinguals need 
instruction that 
develops their 

Language 
Comprehension 

first.
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El patojo
Luego de ponerse la chumpa, el patojo salió 

hacia el obelisco con su chucho para comerse 
una champurrada cuando se le atravesó un 
chompipe.

• ¿Cuántas sílabas tiene chumpa, chucho, champurrada, y 
chompipe?

• ¿Quién iba hacia el obelisco?
• Dibuja al patojo, el obelisco, la champurrada, el chucho y 

el chompipe
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Una chumpa
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El patojo
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Libros de Guatemala

19

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

El obelisco
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Un chucho
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Una champurrada
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El patojo
Luego de ponerse la chumpa, el patojo salió 

hacia el obelisco con su chucho para comerse 
una champurrada cuando se le atravesó un 
chompipe.

• ¿Cuántas sílabas tiene chumpa, chucho, champurrada, y 
chompipe?

• ¿Quién iba hacia el obelisco?
• Dibuja al patojo, el obelisco, la champurrada, el chucho y 

el chompipe
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Simple View of Reading

24



3/10/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 13

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Sally
What is the text 

about? 
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Background 
Knowledge:

Sally is trying to get rid 
of her neighbors.
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Talk to Your Partner:

• The “patojo” and “Sally” experiences 
helped us understand that 
_______________.

• To avoid our students feeling like we 
did, our instruction should _______.
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What is literacy?
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Word Recognition
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What is literacy?
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What is literacy?

“Constrained”
A set of finite skills

Typically to K-2

“Unconstrained”
An infinite amount of knowledge

Develops over your entire life

Developing 
Bilinguals need 
instruction that 
develops their 

Language 
Comprehension 

first.
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Writing
• Oracy
• Handwriting
• Spelling
• Grammar
• Composition
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Writing
• Oracy
• Handwriting
• Spelling
• Grammar
• Composition
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Writing
• Oracy
• Handwriting
• Spelling
• Grammar
• Composition
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Writing
• Oracy
• Handwriting
• Spelling
• Grammar
• Composition
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Writing
• Oracy
• Handwriting
• Spelling
• Grammar
• Composition
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Writing
• Oracy
• Handwriting
• Spelling
• Grammar
• Composition
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Biliteracy Unit Framework, 2nd ed
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Standards from the map
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map – Kinder 80/20
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Biliteracy Unit Framework
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Unpacked standards 
document
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Each standard is 
unpacked into achievable 
outcomes, which helps to 

plan instruction 
throughout the unit.

46



3/10/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 24

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

ha
pp

y

sad

excited mad

scared

EmotionsEvents
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Self-Assessment: How did you perform on 
these outcomes?
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Your 
name
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How did I know what language to build?

p. 4
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How did I know what language to build?

Big Idea:
Emotions are the feelings people have. People can 
show their emotions in different ways.
• For example, when I am happy, I smile and feel 

light. When I feel happy, I usually feel good about 
myself. ID.K-2.4
• For example, when I am angry, my lips get tight, my 

eyebrows crinkle, and I want to be left alone. When 
my brother gets mad, he yells loudly and clenches 
his hands into fists. ID.K-2.9
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Social Language
Proficiency

Academic 
Achievement

Academic 
Language 
Proficiency

Why is developing academic language 
proficiency so important? 

What is the purpose?
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Language 
Learning 

is 
NOT 

Linear
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Social Language
Proficiency

Academic 
Achievement

Academic 
Language 
Proficiency
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Biliteracy Unit Framework
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Sample Biliteracy Instruction:
Part 2
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Sample Instruction
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Emotions

Emotions are the way we feel in any 
given moment.
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Our face

and body can show 
our emotion.
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You can feel glad, or 
happy with a smile.

You can feel sad, 
sometimes with tears.
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You can feel mad, 
or angry, maybe 
with a stomp.

You can feel excited, 
and do a little jump.
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You can feel scared, 
or afraid, shaking 
from the fear.

You can feel confused 
and shrug from ear to 
ear.
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There are a lot of different emotions 
we feel.
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And the emotion that I feel may be 
different from the emotion that someone 
else feels.
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Different events may cause our emotions to 
change.
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Can you tell the emotion someone 
else is feeling?
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Let’s Retell the story…
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This book is about _______
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This child is ________
I know because_____
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On this page, the child is _______
We know because ___________.
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This boy is_______. 
He is ___________.
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Here, _______.
The key details is _______.
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On this page_______
The key detail is____.

81

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

What we learned about emotions is_______
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Say Something…

I learned that….

I really liked …..

Emotions are …..
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RL.K.2 With prompting and support, retell 
familiar stories, including key details.
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RL.K.2 With prompting and support, retell 
familiar stories, including key details.

• Outcomes: Students will be able to …
• Identify key details in a text
• Name key details in a text
• Sequence key details from a text
• Retell a familiar story, using key details
• ...with prompting and support. 
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RL.2:  Determine central ideas or themes of a text & 
analyze their development; summarize the key 

supporting details & ideas.
• RL.K.2:  With prompting and support, retell familiar 

stories, including details.
• RL.1.1. Retell stories, including key details, and 

demonstrate understanding of their central message 
or lesson

• RL.2.2:  Recount stories, including fables and folktales 
from diverse cultures, and determine their central 
message, lesson, or moral.

• RL.3.2. Recount stories, including fables, folktales and 
myths from diverse cultures; determine the central 
message, lesson, or moral & explain how it is conveyed 
through key details in the text.
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Retell, Recount, Summarize
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What about the character’s face and body 
tells us they are scared?

They look scared because…
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• RL.K.7:  With prompting and 
support, describe the relationship 
between illustrations and the 
story in which they appear (e.g., 
what moment in a story an 
illustration depicts).
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Let’s observe events and emotions!

95

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

How do you know how someone is 
feeling?
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How do you know how someone is 
feeling?

I know someone feels 
_____ when _____.
A _____ person may 
______.
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Differentiation for levels 1 & 2: 
Familiar photos that have already
been used: 

I see a ______.  She is 
______.
I see a ______.  He is
______.
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RF.K.3 Know and apply grade level phonics 
and word analysis skills in decoding words.

a) Demonstrate basic knowledge of letter-sound 
correspondences by producing the primary or 
most frequent sound for each consonant.

b) Associate the long and short sounds with the 
common spellings (graphemes) for the five 
major vowels.

c) C. Read common high-frequency words by sight 
(e.g., the, of, to, you, she, my, is , are, do does).
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short a,     long a

a a
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short a,   long a

a a
happy
glad

sad

mad

afraid

face

James
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short a,   long a

a a
happy
glad

sad

mad

afraid

face

James
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I a m m a d .
Dictation/Dictado
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I a m m a d .
Dictation/Dictado
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I a m m a d .
Dictation/Dictado

J a m e s h a s

a h a p p y

f a c e .
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When you are sad
 your eyes can cry.
 You can frown.

Sample
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Summative Assessment: 
Emotion Charades
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What are the goals of Dual Language?

How does this type of 
instruction help students meet 

each of the three pillars?
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Biliteracy Unit Framework (BUF)

Let’s look at the 
key elements
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Elements of Comprehensive Literacy
• Oral language
• Foundational Skills

o Phoneme awareness
o Phonics
o Decoding
o Encoding

• Language Comprehension
o Vocabulary
o Background Knowledge 
o Syntax
o Semantics

• Language
o Phonology
o Morphology
o Grammar
o Spelling conventions

• Reading comprehension and 
Fluency

• Writing
o Handwriting
o Spelling
o Grammar
o Composition

The BUF includes all the elements of 
Comprehensive Literacy
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How did we build 
literacy 

knowledge?
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FA 2 – Literacy-focused formative assessment
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How is word 
recognition 
integrated?
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Writing
• Oracy
• Handwriting
• Spelling
• Grammar
• Composition

What about 
writing?
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Standards 
Unpacked 

into 
Outcomes
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The LEA – Language Experience 
Approach with TPR 

p. 94 & 
104 - 105

Students participate in a 
shared experience. Then, 
students co-construct a 
text. 
(Shared Writing, Cooperative 
Strip Paragraph)

123

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.comHigh Leverage Biliteracy Strategies Page 1

124



3/10/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 63

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.comHigh Leverage Biliteracy Strategies Page 1

What was the 
CONTEXT of the 

LEA? 
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Sentence frames
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Students brainstorm with a 
partner then share to 
contribute to a shared 
writing.
Levels of support may vary.
Worthy of multiple uses.

Sentence frames
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Concept attainment
TPR

Fishbowl

Language Experience Approach

Say Something…

Interactive Read Aloud

Adapted Reader’s Theater

Dictation/Dictado
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Page 21
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Page 21
How could the recommendations 

help create vertical alignment?

How could your instruction benefit 

by using the T4B 
recommendations?
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Exit Ticket

Standards-
based 
instruction…
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