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Session Norms 

• Participate actively and interactively
• Use a growth mindset and make sure 

everyone has a voice
• Please keep sidebar conversations to a 

minimum.
• Please silence your phones.
• Use technology strategically.

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Agenda
8:30-9:45 AM

• Biliteracy Assessment
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Goal of Dual Language Programs

“…the term dual language refers to any 
program that provides literacy and 
content instruction to all students 
through two languages 	 	 	 	

5

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

The goals of Dual Language
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Page 19
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The purpose of assessment is to…
• Document student learning to inform and 

guide instruction.
• Document student learning to compare 

students to others within the school or district 
and to ensure students are making growth 
throughout the school year.

• Document student learning to ensure that the 
educational program is effective and to 
compare students to others at a state or 
national level. 
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Assessment is:

• Instructional (AKA Formative): Used to make 
instructional decisions

• Interim: Used as a “benchmark” throughout 
the school year to ensure students are making 
progress throughout the school year

• Standardized:  Used annually to evaluate the 
educational program and student 
performance over time.
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For language learners, it is important 
for language proficiency data to go 

hand-in-hand with academic 
achievement data in order to 

represent what the student can do. 

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com
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Page 41 of
the Resource
Packet
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Assessment Framework for 
Language Learners

Language Proficiency Academic Achievement
Listening Speaking Reading Writing Language 

Arts
Math Science Social 

Studies

Plan and Assess Language 
Instruction

Plan and Assess Content 
Instruction

Dual language teachers are first and foremost 
language teachers.

12



6/25/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 7

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Assessment Framework for 
Language Learners – en español

Language Proficiency Academic Achievement
Listening Speaking Reading Writing Language 

Arts
Math Science Social 

Studies

Plan and Assess Language 
Instruction

Plan and Assess Content 
Instruction
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Assessment Framework for 
Language Learners – in Mandarin

Language Proficiency Academic Achievement
Listening Speaking Reading Writing Language 

Arts
Math Science Social 

Studies

Plan and Assess Language 
Instruction

Plan and Assess Content 
Instruction
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Assessment Framework for 
Language Learners – in English

Language Proficiency Academic Achievement
Listening Speaking Reading Writing Language 

Arts
Math Science Social 

Studies

Plan and Assess Language 
Instruction

Plan and Assess Content 
Instruction
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Teaching for Biliteracy Summer Institute 2016

Page 42
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Language Proficiency 
Assessments
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Language Charts from WIDA
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Teaching for Biliteracy Summer Institute 2016
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Baseline First Trimester Second Trimester Third Trimester

Isabel:  All 4 domains
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Baseline First Trimester Second Trimester Third Trimester
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Sample Student Profile for: 
Isabel – All 4 domains 

First TrimesterBaseline Second Trimester Third Trimester

28



6/25/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 15

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Sample Student Profile for: Isabel 
(continued)

First TrimesterBaseline Second Trimester
 

Third Trimester
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Teaching for Biliteracy Summer Institute 2016

30



6/25/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 16

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Domain of Writing: Side-by-Side
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Teaching for Biliteracy Summer Institute 2016
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Oracy for Reading: Side-by-Side
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Think about the language development assessments
you use in Spanish and English.

Consider placing them side-by-side to obtain a holistic
Representation of your students’ language proficiency.  
Page 41. 
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Academic Achievement 
Assessments
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Teaching for Biliteracy Summer Institute 2016
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Literacy Squared
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Teaching for Biliteracy Summer Institute 2016
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Teaching for Biliteracy Summer Institute 2016
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Literacy Squared
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Academic Achievement: 
Writing

Side-by-Side
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Sample Biliteracy Writing Rubric
Spanish:  Evidence 
and notes

Writing Element English:  Evidence and 
notes

• Introduction and conclusion
• Writes to the topic
• Logical organization

Mechanics
• Complete sentences
• Correct punctuation
• Accurate spelling
• Paragraphs
Bilingual strategies
• Phonology
• Morphology
• Syntax and grammar
• Pragmatics (language use)

Page 112 in 
the Writing 
Chapter
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Literacy Squared
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What can she do
in Spanish? Without
Spanish data, we do not
truly know Carmen.
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Teaching for Biliteracy Summer Institute 2016
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Literacy Squared
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To use writing samples for instructional 
assessment:

• Select authentic writing samples in 
English and Spanish for one student
• Use a tool like the Literacy Squared 

Rubric to assess each writing sample
• Identify student strengths in both 

languages
• Identify student weaknesses in both 

languages
• Establish instructional goals.
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Teaching for Biliteracy Summer Institute 2016

55

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

56


