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Takeaways:
• Building background knowledge levels the 

playing field and gives ALL students access to 
content.
• Building language comprehension supports 

reading comprehension, and keeps students 
engaged.
• Important to look at schedules from the 

student’s perspective (try to chunk the languages 
and minimize switching)
• Student engagement is critical for learning
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Takeaways:
• Building oracy in the middle school grades is just 

as important is in the early grades
• TPR can be an effective strategy in the middle 

school grades
• Intentional planning is important – this means 

we need time to plan this way
• The use of the three supports in conjunction with 

high leverage strategies can build rigorous 
academic vocabulary (that students will USE!)
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Agenda:
• Welcome 
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 
• Planning for Biliteracy
• Teaching for Biliteracy 

Recommendations
• Structures that work as a System

• Day 2 Closure and Exit Ticket
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Materials for today’s session

High Leverage 
Biliteracy 
StrategiesResource 

Packet

Can Dos and 
Formative 

Assessments
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Norms – 
As we look at teaching for biliteracy…
• Participate actively and interactively
• Use a growth mindset and make sure everyone 

has a voice
• Please keep sidebar conversations to a minimum.
• Please silence your phones.
• Use technology strategically.
• Please no videorecording of any part of the day.

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Agenda:
• Welcome 
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 
• Planning for Biliteracy
• Teaching for Biliteracy 

Recommendations
• Structures that work as a System

• Day 2 Closure and Exit Ticket

✅
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Agenda:

• Welcome 
• Planning for Biliteracy
• Sample Instruction: Literacy and Inquiry
• Debrief Sample Instruction
• The Biliteracy Unit Framework (BUF)
• Biliteracy Strategies
• Teaching for Biliteracy Recommendations 
• Closure and Exit Ticket

✅
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Resource Packet 

Materials for today’s session

Condensed 
BUF

High Leverage 
Biliteracy 
Strategies

Formative 
Assessment
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Materials for today’s session

High Leverage 
Biliteracy 
StrategiesResource 

Packet

Can Dos and 
Formative 

Assessments
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Materials for today’s session
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We take a systems approach to 
teaching for biliteracy 
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We take a systems approach to 
teaching for biliteracy 

where ALL stakeholders play a 
critical role 



www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

We take a systems approach to 
teaching for biliteracy 

where ALL stakeholders play a 
critical role 

in supporting instruction that 
ensures ALL students meet the 

goals of the program.
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Teachers Coaches & 
Specialist

Instruction
• Strategies
• Supports
• Grouping Styles
• Differentiation
• Integration and 

unit flow
• Classroom 

organization
• Increase in rigor
• Assessment and 

data use

Structures
• Learning 

environment
• Biliteracy 

Schedules
• Pacing
• Unit flow & rigor
• Planning
• Collaboration
• Language 

development
• Goals for PD
• Collecting and 

using assessment 
data

Classroom Support
• Using the context 

of the unit to 
support students

• Co-teaching and 
modeling 
instruction

• Planning for 
instruction

• Professional 
development

• Assessment and 
data use

School & District 
Leaders
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Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

Where do you fall in Spanish?
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WIDA Level Descriptors for our Self-Assessment
Levels of Spanish Descriptions 
1 - Beginner No such thing as lower than 1
2 - Some receptive Understands and responds 

with simple words and phrases 
3 - Can understand and 
produce with grammatical 
errors

May sound socially  fluent but 
still need academic linguistic 
register

4 - Can understand and 
produce most of what is 
said and written

Some challenges to 
understanding and production

5 – Very high functioning Receptive and productive with 
isolated instances of challenge

6 – Native like Receptive and Productive use 
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Strategic Pairing In the Classroom

63

52
41
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Strategic Pairing in this Session

Wharton, Teaching for Biliteracy Summer Institute, 2017

3 5

4 6

1 2



www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Strategic Pairing in this Session

Wharton, Teaching for Biliteracy Summer Institute, 2017

3 5

4 6

1 2
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Observers
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You do not need to be 
fluent in Spanish to 
observe instruction.
While students have 
been in the program 

since K and are no 
longer identified as 

‘learners’ of the 
language, they are 

still learning academic 
language and abstract 

concepts.

Focus on the 
pedagogy.

How are the abstract 
grade level concepts 
made more concrete 

and accessible?
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Engages ALL students 
actively and meaningfully 
using a variety of high-
leverage strategies and 
language supports.

Intentionally builds oracy 
(listening and speaking) and 

background knowledge in 
preparation for literacy 

(reading and writing) and 
content instruction 

throughout the unit
Includes a meaningful    
frame for learning: 
integrating content or a 
universal theme with 
language development and 
literacy instruction.

Strategically plans for the 
three linguistic spaces: 

Spanish, the Bridge, English 

Teaching	for
Biliteracy…

Characteristics of  Biliteracy Instruction
Pg. 15
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Handouts
Page 13

2024 Biliteracy Unit Framework
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Sample Biliteracy Instruction:
Part 2
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Language Use Norms

• Respect regionalisms. 
• Use circumlocution.
• Avoid code-switching.
• Use this sentence starter:  ¿Cómo se dice… 

en español?
• Do not translate for your partner.
• Engage actively in the sample instruction.
• Be respectful students so that you can 

experience the strategies.
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Marking the Language of Instruction
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Fuentes de 
energía 
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Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables

biocombustible
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Recursos 
naturales 
renovables

Recursos 
naturales 

no renovables

Combustibles 
fósiles
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Todas las fuentes de energía
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los recursos naturales
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Renovables Algunos tipos de 
energía, como la 
energía solar, la 
eólica, la 
hidroeléctrica, y los 
biocombustibles 
que vienen de la 
materia vegetal son 
renovables. 
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No son renovables
Otros tipos de 
energía, como el 
carbón, el petróleo, 
y el gas natural son 
combustibles 
fósiles que se 
queman, y por lo 
tanto, no son 
renovables. 
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Energía renovable Energía no renovable

A pesar de que hay 
dos tipos de 

energía, uno se usa 
mas que el otro. 
¿Cual será y por 

que?
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Estoy de 
acuerdo. 
También leí que 
_____. 
Por lo tanto, 
pienso que ___. 

No estoy de 
acuerdo. 
En este párrafo, 
leí que _____. 
Por lo tanto, 
pienso que ___. 

En este párrafo, leí que _____.
Por lo tanto, pienso que ___. 
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Lo que dice el 
texto 
explícitamente

Inferencias 
usando 
detalles y 
ejemplos 
del texto
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Engages ALL students 
actively and meaningfully 
using a variety of high-
leverage strategies and 
language supports.

Intentionally builds oracy 
(listening and speaking) and 

background knowledge in 
preparation for literacy 

(reading and writing) and 
content instruction 

throughout the unit
Includes a meaningful    
frame for learning: 
integrating content or a 
universal theme with 
language development and 
literacy instruction.

Strategically plans for the 
three linguistic spaces: 

Spanish, the Bridge, English 

Teaching	for
Biliteracy…

Characteristics of  Biliteracy Instruction
Pg. 17

How did you feel as a 

student?

As an observer, what 

did you notice about 

Biliteracy Instruction?
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What are the goals of Dual Language?

How does this type of 
instruction help students meet 

each of the three pillars?
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Observers in the Classroom

Part 1, 2, 4
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Observers in the Classroom

Part 3

Part 5, 6
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Es
pa

ño
l

Student Seating 
in Groups

The Biliteracy Learning Environment
Ci
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Materials for today’s session

High Leverage 
Biliteracy 
StrategiesResource 

Packet

Can Dos and 
Formative 

Assessments
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Adapted Readers Theater (ART)
with TPR

The teacher summarizes or 
paraphrase is a text as she and 
the students act it out. 
Through the teacher’s 
narration, and the interaction 
and movement of students, 
the concepts and vocabulary 
are previewed. 

pp. 81 
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Energía renovable Energía no renovable
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• Todas las fuentes de energía provienen de 
recursos naturales.

• Algunos tipos de energía, como la energía 
solar, la eólica, la hidroeléctrica, y los 
biocombustibles que vienen de materia 
vegetal son renovables. 

• Otros tipos de energía, como el carbón, el 
petróleo, y el gas natural son combustibles 
fósiles que se queman, y por lo tanto, no son 
renovables. 

• A pesar que hay dos tipos de energía, uno se 
usa mas que el otro. ¿Cual será y por qué?
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Fish Bowl

p. 82 
& 136

Students become the model 
for demonstrating the 
expectation rather than the 
teacher telling students 
what to do.
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Pagina 10
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Estoy de 
acuerdo. 
También leí que 
_____. 
Por lo tanto, 
pienso que ___. 

No estoy de 
acuerdo. 
En este párrafo, 
leí que _____. 
Por lo tanto, 
pienso que ___. 

En este párrafo, leí que _____.
Por lo tanto, pienso que ___. 
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Agenda:
• Welcome 
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 
• Planning for Biliteracy
• Teaching for Biliteracy 

Recommendations
• Structures that work as a System

• Day 2 Closure and Exit Ticket

✅

✅
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We take a systems approach to 
teaching for biliteracy 
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We take a systems approach to 
teaching for biliteracy 

where ALL stakeholders play a 
critical role 
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We take a systems approach to 
teaching for biliteracy 

where ALL stakeholders play a 
critical role 

and all structures work together
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We take a systems approach to 
teaching for biliteracy 

where ALL stakeholders play a 
critical role 

and all structures work together
to support instruction that
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We take a systems approach to 
teaching for biliteracy 

where ALL stakeholders play a 
critical role 

and all structures work together
to support instruction that ensures 
ALL students meet the goals of the 

program.
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Agenda:
• Welcome 
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 
• Planning for Biliteracy
• Teaching for Biliteracy 

Recommendations
• Structures that work as a System

• Day 2 Closure and Exit Ticket

✅

✅
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Page 18-19
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The recommendation I read ____.
The way I saw it reflected in 
sample instruction was ____.

p. 18 in 
Resource 

Packet
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Agenda:
• Welcome 
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 
• Planning for Biliteracy
• Teaching for Biliteracy 

Recommendations
• Structures that work as a System

• Day 2 Closure and Exit Ticket

✅

✅

✅
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Language and Content Allocation Plan
Determines:

Daily 
Schedules

Biliteracy Curriculum/Units

Materials
Classroom 

environment
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through Universal 
Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: 
Science, Language 

Arts

English to Spanish: 
Math, Social 

Studies, Language 
Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts
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Language and Content Allocation Plan
Determines:

Daily 
Schedules

Biliteracy Curriculum/Units

Materials
Classroom 

environment
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through Universal 
Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: 
Science, Language 

Arts

English to Spanish: 
Math, Social 

Studies, Language 
Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts
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Es
pa
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l English

Student Seating 
in Groups

The Biliteracy Learning Environment

Pg. 16
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Es
pa
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Student Seating 
in Groups
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Bilingual Books 

The Biliteracy Learning Environment
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English
Student Seating 

in Groups
English Classroom

 Library 
Bi
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oo
ks

 
Language, Literacy, Content 

The Biliteracy Learning Environment
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Language and Content Allocation Plan
Determines:

Daily 
Schedules

Biliteracy Curriculum/Units

Materials
Classroom 

environment



www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through Universal 
Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: 
Science, Language 

Arts

English to Spanish: 
Math, Social 

Studies, Language 
Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts
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Similar 
Sample on 
Pg. 29-30 
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• Which of the bullets did we experience?
• What other key characteristics do you 

see?

Pgs. 
29-31
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• Which of the bullets did we experience?
• What other key characteristics do you 

see?
• What do you suppose is happening in 

the other language?

Pgs. 
29-31
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Blue
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Pg. 2 of 
Resource 
Packet
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• Identification and Data Gathering
• Programmatic Options: Creating 

Newcomer Services
• Instructional Practices
• Grading
• Addressing socio-affective needs
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Language and Content Allocation Plan
Determines:

Daily 
Schedules

Biliteracy Curriculum/Units

Materials
Classroom 

environment
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Pg. 35-26 
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Pg. 35-36 

Standards-
based

Standards-
aligned
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through Universal 
Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: 
Science, Language 

Arts

English to Spanish: 
Math, Social 

Studies, Language 
Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map -4th Grade 50/50 

Standards-
based

Sample
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Key Characteristics of Biliteracy Maps

Map the entire year for each language – 
with English and Spanish side-by-side

By mapping both program languages side 
by side, redundancy is reduced
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map -4th Grade 50/50 

Standards-
based

Sample
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Resource Packet
Page 15

Biliteracy Unit Framework
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Resource Packet 

Materials for today’s session

Condensed 
BUF

High Leverage 
Biliteracy 
Strategies

Formative 
Assessment
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through 
Universal Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Science, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Math, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts
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Pg. 29 
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Language and Content Allocation Plan
Determines:

Daily 
Schedules

Biliteracy Curriculum/Units

Materials
Classroom 

environment
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through 
Universal Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Science, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Math, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map -4th Grade 50/50 
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Language and Content Allocation Plan
Determines:

Daily 
Schedules

Biliteracy Curriculum/Units

Materials
Classroom 

environment
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 8th Grade

Teaching for Biliteracy 
is most effective when all 

the structures work 
together.
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Systems Approach to Sustaining Effective 
Biliteracy Instruction

Vision

Effective Instruction

Pedagogy

Language Allocation

Content Allocation

Classroom Environment, Schedules, 
Curriculum & Assessment, Materials

Te
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Structures that Support Biliteracy Instruction

Vision

Effective Instruction

Pedagogy

Language Allocation

Content Allocation

Schedules, Curriculum & 
Assessment, Materials
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Pg. 2 of 
Resource 
Packet
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Agenda:
• Welcome 
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 
• Planning for Biliteracy
• Teaching for Biliteracy 

Recommendations
• Structures that work as a System

• Day 2 Closure and Exit Ticket

✅

✅

✅

✅

✅
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Handouts

http://www.teachingforbiliteracy.com/
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Breakfast begins at 7:30 AM 
tomorrow morning in the big room.

We will begin promptly at 8:30 AM.
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Exit Ticket

Effective 
biliteracy 
instruction…


