CVC Words: A Reference Guide for Dual Language Teachers
K-2 English Literacy Instruction as part of Dual Language Programs
What is a CVC Word?

CVC stands for Consonant–Vowel–Consonant. It is the simplest closed-syllable pattern in English and the foundation for early decoding and encoding.

	c
	a
	t
	= cat

	Consonant
	Short Vowel
	Consonant
	



	The pattern
	One consonant + one short vowel + one consonant, in that order.



	The vowel rule
	The vowel is always short: /a/, /e/, /i/, /o/, /u/ — "stuck in the middle."



	Why it matters
	CVC is the foundation for decoding closed syllables in English.



	Spanish transfer note
	Spanish also has CVC words (sol, pan, mes). However, English short vowels do NOT map 1:1 to Spanish vowel sounds — explicit teaching is essential for bilingual students.



How CVC Words Are Taught

	1
	Introduce short vowels:  Teach each short vowel sound with a keyword and gesture (e.g., /a/ = apple). Color-code vowels in RED on all materials and anchor charts — use this convention consistently.



	2
	Blend onset + rime:  Isolate the onset (first consonant) from the rime (vowel + final consonant). Students swap onsets to build word families: c-at, h-at, m-at, r-at. This builds phonological awareness while showing the CVC pattern.



	3
	Segment and spell:  Students tap or stretch each phoneme, then map to letters. "What is the first sound in 'sit'? /s/ — write the letter s." Work through each position: initial, medial vowel, final.  Try to use words students already know and understand; connecting language comprehension with word recognition.



	4
	Sort by vowel:  Sort CVC word cards into five columns (-a-, -e-, -i-, -o-, -u-). This builds phonemic awareness and pattern recognition simultaneously. Students add new words as they encounter them in shared reading.



	5
	Transfer to connected text:  Students underline or circle CVC words during shared reading, then write CVC words in their own sentences. Anchor the pattern to authentic text.





Anchor Chart Examples
Post these in the classroom. Color-code consistently: consonants in blue, vowels in red.
Chart 1 — Onset & Rime Family (-at)

The rime (-at) stays constant; only the onset changes. Color the onset in blue and the rime in red on the actual classroom chart.

	Onset
	+ Rime
	= Word
	Sentence example

	c
	-at
	cat
	The cat sat on the mat.

	h
	-at
	hat
	I wore a big hat.

	m
	-at
	mat
	Wipe your feet on the mat.

	r
	-at
	rat
	A rat ran past.

	s
	-at
	sat
	She sat in the chair.



Chart 2 — CVC Letter-by-Letter (All Five Short Vowels)

Post this as the primary daily reference. One row per short vowel. Consonants in blue, vowel in red.

	C
	V
	C
	Word
	Vowel sound

	b
	a
	g
	bag
	short /a/

	p
	e
	n
	pen
	short /e/

	s
	i
	t
	sit
	short /i/

	d
	o
	g
	dog
	short /o/

	c
	u
	p
	cup
	short /u/




Chart 3 — Short Vowel Sort
Students sort CVC word cards into the correct column. Add new words as they appear in shared reading. All words follow the CVC pattern.

	-a-
	-e-
	-i-
	-o-
	-u-

	sad
	bed
	big
	fob
	bug

	cap
	Ned
	fin
	dot
	cut

	fan
	leg
	lip
	fog
	hug

	map
	net
	sit
	top
	mud

	bag
	red
	pig
	hop
	run

	rat
	peg
	bin
	log
	sub

	van
	vet
	dip
	mob
	tug

	fat
	web
	hit
	rob
	nut

	___________
	___________
	___________
	___________
	___________



Add words in the blank rows as students encounter new CVC words. Ask students to add the words so that they “own” the anchor charts.
Chart 4 — Self-Monitoring Checklist
Students use this checklist when reading and writing. Post it at eye level near the word wall.

	✓
	Does it start with a consonant?  Not a vowel like a, e, i, o, u.



	✓
	Does it have one vowel in the middle?  Only one vowel: a, e, i, o, or u.



	✓
	Does the word end with a consonant?  Not an open syllable like me or no.



	✓
	Does the vowel say its short sound?  /a/ /e/ /i/ /o/ /u/ — not a long sound.



	★
	YES, to all four?  It's a CVC word!  Examples: cat, bed, sit, dog, cup



	Non-Examples
	boat (two vowels, not CVC)    me (open syllable, no final consonant)   make (CVCe — silent e changes the vowel sound)



