Sample A District Biliteracy Vision and Pedagogy: 50/50
 
Goals of Our Dual Language Program

The goal of our program is for our students to become bilingual and biliterate (Spanish/English) and socio-culturally competent global citizens as they achieve grade level (or higher) standards.
 
Who is our Dual Language Program for?

Our program is designed to be inclusive, aiming to also close the opportunity/achievement gap for our English Learners. We accept students identified as English Learners (whether sequential or simultaneous) from Spanish-speaking homes. If there are still seats available, students with a different home language, also identified as English Learners, are eligible. The remaining seats are offered, via a lottery, to any non-English Learner whose family wishes them to acquire a second language.
 
Program Structure

In our program, students have a balanced daily routine using a 50/50 program model. Students receive instruction in each program language every day. From kindergarten through 5th grade, students spend half of their instructional minutes in a Spanish classroom and the other half in an English classroom. This ensures that they are fully immersed in both languages, fostering their bilingual and biliterate development.

Our Instructional Pedagogy

Biliteracy instruction aims for students to learn effective, comprehensible reading and writing strategies in Spanish and English by engaging with each language daily. According to Watkins and Kritsonis, an integrated unit allows students to notice meaning and purpose and to gain a deeper understanding of the content (2007). Therefore, standards-based interdisciplinary units of instruction are used to craft instruction.
 
Using an inquiry-based literacy model, students in our program engage with multiple high-leverage strategies and independent reading/writing, small group instruction, interactive reading/writing, mini-lessons, and group sharing based on a foundation of oracy, language comprehension, and background knowledge. Reading and writing achievement is developed through instruction that consistently scaffolds for language by using language supports (sensory, graphic, and interactive) in multiple environments strategically selected by the teacher based on student needs and include abundant, rich, diverse, and culturally relevant texts.

Pre-Kindergarten: 80/20
	Spanish 50%
	The Bridge
	English 50%

	State Early Learning standard taught in Spanish within integrated units:

Circle Time
Gross Motor
Centers
	From Spanish to English at the end of every unit:
· Circle time
· Centers

From English to Spanish at the end of every unit:
· Centers
· Circle Time
	State Early Learning Standards taught in English within integrated units.

Circle Time (only in half day)
Gross Motor (included in full day)





K-5 Language and Content Allocation Plan 50/50

	
	Spanish
	Bridge
	English

	Kindergarten
50/50
	Language Arts
Social Studies
Math
	Grades PK-2:
Spanish to English (end of every unit) PK-2:
· Language Arts/ Social Studies
· Math

English to Spanish (end of every unit) PK-2:
· Language Arts/ Science
Grades 3-5
Spanish to English (end of every unit):
· Language Arts/ Science

English to Spanish (end of every unit):
· Language Arts/ Social Studies
· Math
	Language Arts
Science

	First Grade
50/50
	Language Arts
Social Studies
Math
	
	Language Arts
Science

	Second Grade
50/50
	Language Arts
Social Studies
Math
	
	Language Arts
Science

	Third Grade
50/50
	Language Arts
Science
	
	Language Arts
Math 
Social Studies

	Fourth Grade
50/50
	Language Arts
Science
	
	Language Arts
Math
Social Studies

	Fifth Grade
50/50
	Language Arts
Science
	
	Language Arts
Math
Social Studies




	Grade
	Spanish Medium Courses
	English Medium Courses

	6
	
Spanish Language Arts

Social Studies

	English language arts
Math 
Science 
Specials and electives

	7
	Spanish Language Arts

Social Studies

	English language arts
Math 
Science 
Specials and electives


	8
	Spanish Language Arts

Social Studies

	English language arts
Math 
Science 
Specials and electives
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