Sample B: District Biliteracy Vision and Pedagogy: 80/20

Program Goals: 

In School District B, the goal of the biliteracy program is for students to develop listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in Spanish and English to become bilingual and biliterate. Students will develop grade-level academic achievement in Spanish and English, equipping them with enhanced opportunities in their future endeavors. Through the biliteracy program, students will develop socio-cultural competence by understanding their cultural heritage and identity, enabling them to effectively interact, understand, and appreciate the diverse cultural backgrounds, values, beliefs, and customs of others. 

Program Beliefs: 

School District B will create a caring, cooperative, and accepting school environment that nurtures the overall development of each student, encompassing their social, emotional, and cognitive growth. We also believe in actively involving families as essential partners in their children's formal education. Research confirms that students engaged in effectively implemented dual language programs perform at or above grade level on district and state assessments and attain advanced levels of proficiency in both languages (Collier & Thomas, 2017).

Program Structure: 

School District B is an 80/20 program where students spend 80% of the day learning in Spanish and 20% learning English in Kindergarten. By third grade, students spend 50% of their day learning Spanish and 50% English. Students who begin the program in kindergarten are expected to reach the program goals by the end of 5th grade. Literacy instruction occurs in each program language beginning in kindergarten.

Enrollment: 

Incoming PreK, kindergarten, and first day of first-grade students will have the opportunity to enroll in the School District's Biliteracy Program, regardless of language spoken at home. Once enrolled, students are expected to participate in the program for their elementary education (K-5). All families new to School District B whose Home Language Survey includes Spanish are invited to enroll in the biliteracy program at any grade level. Additionally, students from English-speaking homes or homes where a language other than Spanish or English is spoken are also invited to enroll in PreK, kindergarten, or the first day of first grade. Students transferring from other dual language programs are accepted into the program at all grade levels, as are all Spanish speaking newcomers.

School District Biliteracy Pedagogy: 

Students in our program receive daily Spanish and English instruction. Research indicates that students typically take 5-7 years to achieve proficiency in a second language (Cummins, 1996). Dual language classrooms are language-rich classrooms where teachers meet the needs of students based on their language proficiency levels, use multiple high-leverage biliteracy strategies, and incorporate various sensory, graphic, and interactive supports throughout instruction. In addition:
· We support language development through standards-based units that integrate language arts (listening, speaking, reading, writing, and foundational skills) and content areas such as science or social studies (Center for Applied Linguistics: Guiding Principles of Dual Language, 2018).
· Teachers use an inquiry-based instructional approach that develops students’ academic listening and speaking skills (oracy) and proficiency in reading and writing by connecting all instruction within a meaningful frame based on a unit theme and topics related to the grade level standards. Instruction is purposeful, intentional, planned, and student-centered, incorporating many opportunities for students to engage in academic conversations throughout instruction. 
· Rigorous student-centered instruction with gradual release of responsibility (I do, we do, paired do, and you do) ensures success in meeting the needs of all students. 
· The program strategically plans for the three linguistic spaces: Spanish, The Bridge, and English, which is reflected in the classroom environment, the curriculum used to plan instruction, instructional delivery, and assessments.
· Our school community's cultural and linguistic diversity is essential in achieving biliteracy and multicultural competencies that extend beyond the classroom. Therefore, students have access to diverse, authentic, and culturally relevant texts that further enrich their learning journey.

Pre-Kindergarten: 80/20
	Spanish 80%
	The Bridge
	English 20%

	State Early Learning standard taught in Spanish within integrated units:

Circle Time
Gross Motor
Centers
	From Spanish to English at the end of every unit:
· Circle time
· Centers

From English to Spanish at the end of every unit:
· Centers
· Circle Time
	State Early Learning Standards taught in English within integrated units.

Circle Time (only in half day)
Gross Motor (included in full day)




Elementary K-5: 80/20

	
	Spanish
	Bridge
	English

	Kindergarten
80/20
	80% 
Language Arts 
Science
Social Studies
Math
	K (end of every unit):
Spanish to English:
· Language Arts
· Science
· Social Studies
· Math

1st and 2nd (end of every unit):
Spanish to English:
· Language Arts/ Science
· Math
English to Spanish:
· Language Arts/Social Studies
· 
3rd -5th Grade: (end of every unit)

Spanish to English:
· Language Arts/Science
English to Spanish:
· Language Arts/Social Studies
· Math

	20%
Language Arts 

	First Grade
70/30
	70%
Language Arts
Science 
Math
	
	30%
Language Arts 
Social Studies


	Second Grade
60/40
	60%
Language Arts
Science 
Math
	
	40%
Language Arts 
Social Studies


	Third Grade
50/50
	50%
Language Arts
Science
	
	50%
Language Arts
Social Studies
Math 

	Fourth Grade
50/50
	50%
Language Arts
Science
	
	50%
Language Arts
Math
Social Studies

	Fifth Grade
50/50
	50% Language Arts
Science
	
	50%
Language Arts
Math
Social Studies



Sample B:   Content and Language Allocation – Middle School
	Grade
	Spanish Medium Courses
	English Medium Courses

	6
	Spanish Language Arts
· Honors or AP Spanish
· Regular Spanish

Science - Variety of levels and areas of focus

	English language arts:  
· Honors English
· Regular English
· Literacy Based ESL (for newcomers)
Math – Variety of levels and areas of focus
Social Studies – Variety of levels and areas of focus
Specials and electives


	7
	Spanish Language Arts
· Honors or AP Spanish
· Regular Spanish

Social Studies - Variety of levels and areas of focus


	English language arts:  
· Honors English
· Regular English
· Literacy Based ESL (for newcomers)

Math – Variety of levels and areas of focus
Science – Variety of levels and areas of focus
Specials and electives


	8
	Spanish Language Arts
· Honors or AP Spanish
· Regular Spanish

Science - Variety of levels and areas of focus

	English language arts:  
· Honors English
· Regular English
· Literacy Based ESL (for newcomers)
Math – Variety of levels and areas of focus
Social Studies – Variety of levels and areas of focus
Specials and electives
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