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Dual Language Programs in 
Action: Planning and 

Implementation
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Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Agenda:
• Debrief Sample Instruction
• Sample Instruction Part 2: Content, 

literacy, and the summative assessment 
• Reflection and Application
• Teacher and Student Language Use
• Research on Dual Language Programs
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Professional Learning Expectations

• Participate actively and meaningfully
• Avoid side conversations
• Place cell phones on vibrate
• Be present
• Ensure everyone has a voice
• Flexible mind – be open to new ideas- 

Growth mindset
© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Exit Ticket

My biggest 
takeaway from 
yesterday’s 
session is…
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New Strategy:
Stand and Pair
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Gallery Walk
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High-Leverage Biliteracy Strategies 
Strategy name and description L S R W
Closed Sort Structured Talk: Deditos, 
TPR,partners and sentence prompts, 
visuals,

X X X

Numbered-Heads Together
Stand and Pair (Thursday)
Agree / Disagree Chart (Thursday)
Concept Attainment
Adapted Readers’ Theater
Fishbowl
Picture Sort with Sentence Prompts
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High-Leverage Biliteracy Strategies 
Strategy name and description L S R W
Closed Sort Structured Talk: Deditos, 
TPR,partners and sentence prompts, 
visuals,

X X X

Numbered-Heads Together X X
Stand and Pair (Thursday)
Agree / Disagree Chart (Thursday) X
Concept Attainment X X
Adapted Readers’ Theater X X
Fishbowl X X
Picture Sort with Sentence Prompts X X X
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Meeting the needs of a variety of 
students

• How did this instruction meet the 
needs of?:
–Carmen
–Antonio
–Hannah
–Paulo
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Engages all students actively 
and meaningfully using active 
engagement strategies

Uses language teaching 
strategies focused on L, S, R, 
W, intentionally building 
oracy and background 
knowledge for literacy and 
content instruction  
               throughout the unit.

Includes a meaningful frame 
for learning: integrating 
content or a universal theme 
with language and literacy

Strategically plans for the 
three linguistic spaces: 

Spanish, the Bridge, English 

Teaching	for
Biliteracy…

Defining Biliteracy Instruction
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Biliteracy Unit Framework
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Development of Oracy and background knowledge

Listening: Participate and understand the
academic language

Productive
Speaking: Use the academic language

Reading: Understand
academic language
(receptive)

Writing: Use academic
Language (productive)

Receptive
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Development of background knowledge
Concrete: Introduction of concepts

Understand through the use of
realia, images, experiences, etc.

Apply and practice the concepts

More abstract: Increase rigor
Understand, apply and practice through inquiry, 

Reading and writing
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Oracy

Receptive (listening)

Productive (speaking)

Receptive (reading)

Productive (writing)

Background Knowledge

Concrete: understanding

Apply and practice

Level of rigor increases:
More abstract

Understanding, appplying
and demonstrating
knowledge
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Oracy

Receptive (listening)

Productive (speaking)

Receptive (reading)

Productive (writing)

Background Knowledge

Concrete: understanding

Apply and practice

Level of rigor increases:
More abstract

Understanding, appplying
and demonstrating
knowledge

As the unit 
progresses, the 
language and 

concepts 
become more 

complex.  
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High Leverage Biliteracy Strategies
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High Leverage Biliteracy Strategies
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High Leverage Biliteracy Strategies Page 1
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Concept Attainment

p. 81, 
82

Students use visuals 
and sentence prompts 
to identify the concept.

with Sentence Prompts and TPR

New vocabulary is 
introduced with visual 
and kinesthetic support 
to support meaning.
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ha
pp
y

sad

excited mad

scared

EmotionsEvents
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Could sort  photographs to 
decipher between events and 
emotions.
Can be sorting of manipulatives 
or realia.
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Adapted Readers Theater (ART)
with TPR

The teacher summarizes or 
paraphrase is a text as she and 
the students act it out. 
Through the teachers 
narration, and the interaction 
and movement of students the 
concepts and vocabulary are 
previewed. 

pp. 81 
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Our face

and body can show 
our emotion.
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High Leverage Biliteracy Strategies Page 2
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High Leverage Biliteracy Strategies Page 2

Used visuals and actions to introduce 
new vocabulary related to a text.
Can use illustrations from the book, 
realia, or other appropriate visuals.
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Fish Bowl

p. 82 
& 136

Students become the model 
for demonstrating the 
expectation rather than the 
teacher telling students 
what to do.
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A:
This child looks _____ because ______.
Who else looks _______?

B:
This child also looks ____ because 
_____.

afraid
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High Leverage Biliteracy Strategies Page 2
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Sentence frames
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High Leverage Biliteracy Strategies Page 2

Carefully choose the “fish”.
Model a set of directions and/or 
discourse between partners.
“Fish” can either continue the activity 
or become class helpers.

Sentence frames
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High leverage biliteracy strategies…

Teachers: 
Instruction

School and 
District Leaders: 

Systems and 
Structures

Coach, TOSA, or 
Support or 
Specialist: 
Classroom 

Support
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High leverage biliteracy strategies
should also be used in Spanish …

Instruction in dual language looks the
same in Spanish and in English.
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4th Grade Science and ALE

• Look for evidence of the 3 pillars
• Look for evidence of students actively and 

meaningfully engaged
• Look for the “meaningful frame”
• Look for strategies we used yesterday
• Look especially at the development of oral 

language and how important it is for student 
learning.
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Video – 4th graders developing oracy and background knowledge
for reading and writing.  On the videos page of the Teaching for
Biliteracy website.
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Kinder: Science and ELA

• Look for evidence of the 3 pillars
• Look for evidence of students actively and 

meaningfully engaged
• Look for the “meaningful frame”
• Look for strategies we used yesterday
• Look especially at the importance of oral 

language in learning how to read and 
write.
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Bilingualism:  Oracy, Background Knowledge

40



6/18/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 21

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Biliteracy: 
Foundational Skills 
(Decoding), Reading,
and Writing

Using grade-level
standards
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Let’s practice using the CAN Dos 

• Andy
• Ben 
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TK – K:  English Language Proficiency Levels

43

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

TK – K:  English Language Proficiency Levels
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Baseline First Trimester Second Trimester Third Trimester

Isabel:  All 4 domains
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Baseline First Trimester Second Trimester Third Trimester
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Sample Student Profile for: 
Isabel – All 4 domains 

First TrimesterBaseline Second Trimester Third Trimester
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Sample Student Profile for: Isabel 
(continued)

First TrimesterBaseline Second Trimester
 

Third Trimester
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Lesson Planning Guide
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Lesson Planning Guide (continued)
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Domain of Writing: Side-by-Side
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Victor – Writing in English
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Teaching for Biliteracy Summer Institute 2016
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Victor – Writing in English
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Victor – Escritura en español
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Español

English
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What type of instruction (strategies) would help Victor 
reach in English, what he can do in Spanish?
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Agenda:
• Debrief Sample Instruction
• Sample Instruction Part 2: Content, 

literacy, and the summative 
assessment 
• Reflection and Application
• Teacher and Student Language Use
• Research on Dual Language Programs
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