
6/18/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 1

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Reflection on Goals

May 4, 2026
Sheridan Way, VUSD

Karen Beeman
Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Agenda:
• Welcome
• Review of the goals from March
• Sharing
• Reflection
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Next Steps
• “Homework” between now and May:
– Create the 3 linguistic spaces in your classroom, 

reflecting the language and content allocation plan for 
your grade level.  Mark the language of instruction.  
Bring photos in May

– Using your grade level CAN Dos, collect data on the 
English language proficiency AND Spanish language 
proficiency of 3 students: low, middle and high.  Please 
bring writing samples in May for each student, in each 
language, no copying.  When capturing this data, be sure 
instruction includes a meaningful frame and the sensory 
graphic and interactive supports . 
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• “Homework” between now and May:
– Implement the strategies we used this week, making sure 

they include sensory, graphic, and interactive supports.
– PK-2:  Practice teaching a unit in English where all the 

elements of literacy are present (oracy, background 
knowledge, reading, writing, and foundational skills).  Use 
standards and outcomes to guide this work

– 3-5:  Use standards and outcomes to frame your instruction 
as you implement the strategies and supports.  In grades 3 
and 4, practice teaching a unit in Spanish in preparation for 
implementing the language and content allocation plan 
(oracy, background knowledge, reading, writing, and 
foundational skills). Grade 5, plan instruction using standards 
and outcomes.
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Overall Reflection:  
Numbered Heads Together

• Which of the goals was easiest, and why?

• Which of the goals was hardest, and why?

• Which of the goals allowed you to get to 
know your students better?  What 
information did you learn?  How did that 
knowledge impact your teaching?
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TK-2nd: Instructional Look Fors
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3rd-5th: Instructional Look Fors
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The 3 Linguistic Spaces
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Illustration (Individually)
• Illustrate what your classroom looked like before 

the implementation of the 3 linguistic spaces.

• Illustrate what your classroom looks like now.

• Be prepared to share:
– How you introduced the 3 linguistic spaces to your students.
– How were the students involved in creating and using the anchor 

charts in each linguistic space?
– How have the linguistic spaces impacted student learning?  

What specifically have you noticed?
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What is literacy?
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“Constrained”
A set of finite skills

Typically to K-2

“Unconstrained”
An infinite amount of knowledge

Develops over your entire life

Developing 
Bilinguals need 
instruction that 
develops their 

Language 
Comprehension 

first.
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Scarborough’s Rope
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Writing
• Oracy
• Handwriting
• Spelling
• Grammar
• Composition
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Elements of Comprehensive Literacy 
• Oral language
• Foundational Skills

o Phoneme awareness
o Phonics
o Decoding
o Encoding

• Language 
Comprehension
o Vocabulary
o Background 

Knowledge 
o Syntax
o Semantics

• Language
o Phonology
o Morphology
o Grammar
o Spelling conventions

• Reading 
comprehension

• Writing
o Handwriting
o Spelling
o Grammar
o Composition
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What is biliteracy?  Comprehensive literacy 
in each language

• Oral language
• Foundational Skills

o Phoneme awareness
o Phonics
o Decoding
o Encoding

• Language Comprehension
o Vocabulary
o Background Knowledge 
o Syntax
o Semantics

• Language
o Phonology
o Morphology
o Grammar
o Spelling conventions

• Reading comprehension
• Writing

o Handwriting
o Spelling
o Grammar
o Composition
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Elements of Comprehensive Literacy

• Oracy and Background Knowledge 
Development at the beginning and throughout
the unit

• Content (if integrating)
• Reading
• Writing
• Foundational Skills (Word Recognition)
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Biliteracy Unit Framework (BUF)
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How does the Biliteracy Unit Framework reflect 
the simple view of reading and the reading
rope, and how does it reflect language development?
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Elements of Comprehensive Literacy

• Oracy and Background Knowledge development
at the beginning and throughout the unit

• Content (meaningful frame)
• Reading
• Writing
• Foundational Skills (Word Recognition)
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Elements of Comprehensive Literacy

• Oracy and Background Knowledge development
at the beginning and throughout the unit

• Content (if integrating)
• Reading
• Writing
• Foundational Skills (Word Recognition)

We are going to set up our three linguistic spaces

using these categories
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Collecting Language 
Proficiency Data:  

CAN Dos
(Classroom-Based 

Formative Assessment)
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CAN DO Reflection Questions
• What were students doing when you collected the 

data?  Describe the instructional context.
• Why is it important to collect language proficiency 

data? Why collect it in each language (Spanish and 
English)?

• What did you learn about your students when 
looking at the 2 languages side-by-side? 

• How can language proficiency data be used for 
planning instruction?
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TK-K Spanish Language Proficiency Levels
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TK-K Spanish Language Proficiency Levels
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TK – K:  English Language Proficiency Levels
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TK – K:  English Language Proficiency Levels
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Victor – Escritura en español
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Victor – Escritura en español
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TK – K:  English Language Proficiency Levels
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TK – K:  English Language Proficiency Levels
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Victor – Writing in English
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Victor – Writing in English
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Teaching for Biliteracy Summer Institute 2016
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Victor – Writing in English
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What type of instruction (strategies) would help Victor 
reach in English, what he can do in Spanish?
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Oracy for Reading: Side-by-Side
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Writing Domain: Side-by-Side
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Assessment Framework for 
Language Learners

Language Proficiency Academic Achievement
Listening Speaking Reading Writing Language 

Arts
Math Science Social 

Studies

Plan and Assess Language 
Instruction

Plan and Assess Content 
Instruction

Dual language teachers are first and foremost 
language teachers.
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Assessment Framework for 
Language Learners – en español

Language Proficiency Academic Achievement
Listening Speaking Reading Writing Language 

Arts
Math Science Social 

Studies

Plan and Assess Language 
Instruction

Plan and Assess Content 
Instruction
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Assessment Framework for 
Language Learners – in Mandarin

Language Proficiency Academic Achievement
Listening Speaking Reading Writing Language 

Arts
Math Science Social 

Studies

Plan and Assess Language 
Instruction

Plan and Assess Content 
Instruction
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Assessment Framework for 
Language Learners – in English

Language Proficiency Academic Achievement
Listening Speaking Reading Writing Language 

Arts
Math Science Social 

Studies

Plan and Assess Language 
Instruction

Plan and Assess Content 
Instruction
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Teaching for Biliteracy Summer Institute 2016
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Academic Achievement: 
Writing

Side-by-Side
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Literacy Squared
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1er Grado
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Literacy Squared

Literacy Squared
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Sample Biliteracy Writing Rubric
Spanish:  Evidence 
and notes

Writing Element English:  Evidence and 
notes

• Introduction and conclusion
• Writes to the topic
• Logical organization

Mechanics
• Complete sentences
• Correct punctuation
• Accurate spelling
• Paragraphs
Bilingual strategies
• Phonology
• Morphology
• Syntax and grammar
• Pragmatics (language use)

Page 112 in 
the Writing 
Chapter
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Literacy Squared
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Receptive Language
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Productive Language
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Sample Student Profile for: 
Isabel 

First TrimesterBaseline Second Trimester Third Trimester
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Sample Student Profile for: Isabel 
(continued)

First TrimesterBaseline Second Trimester
 

Third Trimester

80

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Lesson Planning Guide
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Lesson Planning Guide (continued)
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Application

• Choose one of your students and analyze their 
Spanish and English language proficiency 
levels.

• Determine their strengths and their 
challenges.

• Develop a plan for how to support their 
continued language proficiency development 
in both of their languages.
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Use high leverage
strategies (with supports)

and standards for
instruction in English or

Spanish
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Create an Illustration of Your 
Instruction that Includes:

• The theme
• The standards and outcomes
• How you developed oracy and background 

knowledge. 
• The activities that were used in listening, speaking, 

reading and writing (include the names of the high-
leverage strategies).

• Be prepared to share:
– What you learned about your students
– What you learned about yourself and your teaching
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Exit Ticket

I feel really 
good about…
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