


Dual Language Immersion Professional Development
Sheridan Way Elementary School
Ventura Unified School District

Presenter: Karen Beeman
TeachingForBiliteracyKB@gmail.com
Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

	Monday, May 4, 2026
	Tuesday, May 5, 2026

	Wednesday, May 6, 2026

	· Welcome
· Review of Goals
· Sharing Debrief
· Next Steps 

	· The Bridge
· Elements of Planning for the Bridge
· The Bridge Sort
· Application to Practice

	· Establishing a Language Policy
· The Multilingual Perspective
· Application to Practice
· Biliteracy Schedules – Gallery Walk




Thursday, May 7 and Friday, May 8, 2026, will be dedicated to Standards-Based Biliteracy Curriculum Mapping with representatives from the other 2 elementary dual language schools in VUSD.






Characteristics of Effective Use of the Three Linguistic Spaces

	Characteristic

	Not there yet
Create Goals
	In Progress
Evaluate Goals
	Met
Provide Evidence
	Notes

	Represent what the students are learning in each language.

	
	
	
	

	Reflect your grade level language and content allocation plan.

	
	
	
	

	Students participate actively in co-creating the anchor charts in each space so that they use them as they listen, speak, read, and write in each language (developmentally appropriate).

	
	
	
	

	Strategically store and add charts throughout the year:
· Some charts stay up all year long
· Other charts that are specific to a unit and are no longer needed, are stored where students can find them.

	
	
	
	

	The linguistic spaces are referred to and used during instruction and as often as needed.

	
	
	
	

	For language arts, each component of comprehensive literacy is represented in each language:
· Development of oracy and background knowledge (embedded in all areas)
· Content if appropriate
· Reading
· Writing
· Foundational Skills 
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Receptive Language
[image: ]



Productive Language
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Characteristics of Effective Use of Data Collection Using the CAN Dos*
(Formative Assessment of Language Proficiency) 

	Characteristic

	Not there yet
Create Goals
	In Progress
Evaluate Goals
	Met
Provide Evidence
	Notes

	The use of sensory, graphic, and interactive supports is present when collecting data for students at levels 1, 2 and 3.  

	
	
	
	

	Data is collected at the beginning of the school year (baseline) and again at least twice more (each semester or quarterly).

	
	
	
	

	The formative assessment data is used to compare with students’ ELPAC scores.

	
	
	
	

	The data is used to determine the student’s strengths in each language as well as challenges.  Use this information to create instructional plans.

	
	
	
	

	Student language proficiency levels are used to plan differentiated instruction.

	
	
	
	

	When developmentally appropriate, have students self-assess their language proficiency in each language and help them establish language goals for the year, which are then revisited periodically

	
	
	
	

	Vertical Alignment:  Meet with the teachers of the next grade and share some of the trends you have found with your student CAN Dos.  Share additional information as needed for each student (newcomers, interrupted schooling, possible learning challenges, etc.).

	
	
	
	

	Integrate the CAN Dos into parent/teacher conferences.

	
	
	
	


* Data collection is measurable and evidence based.  It should include assessing students while using high leverage biliteracy strategies (concept attainment, LEA, ART, fishbowl) through observations, checklists, etc..  For productive language, writing samples can be used as well as data of students reading.
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Figure H: WIDA Performance Defini

ons Speaking and Writing, rades k-12

WIDA

At each grade, toward the end of a given level of English language proficiency, and with instructional support, English language learners will produce. ..
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The Features of Academic Language operate within sociocultural contexts for language use.

Performance Criteria | Features

Discourse Linguistic Amount of speech/written text

Level Complexity Structure of speech/written text
(Quantity and variety of | Density of speech/written text
oral and written texz) Organization and cohesion of ideas

Variety of sentence types

Sentence Language Formsand | Types and variety of grammatical structures

Level Conventions Conventions, mechanics, and fluency
(Dypes, array, and use of | Match of language forms to purpose/
language structures) perspective

Word/Phrase Vocabulary Usage General, specific, and technical language

Level (Specificity of word or Multiple meanings of words and phrases
phrase choice) Formulaic and idiomatic expressions

Nuances and shades of meaning

Collocations

The sociocultural contexts for language use involve the interaction berween the student

and the language environment, encompassing the...

¢ Register

¢ Genre/Text type

¢ Topic
¢ Task/Situation

e Participants’ identities and social roles

WIDA





image2.png
Figure G: WIDA Performance Definitions Listening and Reading, Gradesk-12
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Language Forms and Conventions

WIDA

At each grade, toward the end of a given level of English language proficiency, and with instructional support, English language learners will process...

Vocabulary Usage

Level 6 - Reaching La

nguage that meets all criteria through Level 5, Bridging

Rich descriptive discourse with complex
sentences

* Compound, complex grammatical
constructions (e.g., multiple phrases and

* Technical and abstract content-area

language, including content-specific
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« A broad range of sentence patterns Words and expressions with shades of
characteristic of particular content areas meaning across content areas
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Expanding Expanded related ideas * Sentence patterns characteristic of Words or expressions with multiple
particular content areas meanings across content areas
Discourse with a series of extended * Compound and some complex (e.g., noun Specific content language, including
Level 3 sentences phrase, verb phrase, prepositional phrase) expressions
Developing Related ideas grammatical constructions Words z‘nd expressions with common
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Multiple related simple sentences * Compound grammatical constructions General content words and expressions,
Level 2 An idea with details * Repetitive phrasal and sentence patterns including cognates
Emerging across content areas Social and instructional words and
expressions across content ateas
Single statements or questions * Simple grammatical constructions (e.g., General content-related words
Level 1 An idea within words, phrases, or chunks commands, Wh- questions, declaratives) Everyday social and instructional words
Entering of language + Common social and instructional forms and expressions

and patterns

within sociocultural contexts for language use.




