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Teaching for Biliteracy
Summer Institute

July 21-23, 2026
Melody Wharton, M.Ed.

Sample Instruction for Grades 4-12

Sample Instruction 
Part 2
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Agenda:
• Welcome 
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 
• Planning for Biliteracy
• Teaching for Biliteracy 

Recommendations
• Structures that work as a System

• Day 2 Closure and Exit Ticket
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Materials for today’s session

High Leverage 
Biliteracy 
StrategiesResource 

Packet

Can Dos and 
Formative 

Assessments
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Norms – 
As we look at teaching for biliteracy…
• Participate actively and interactively
• Use a growth mindset and make sure everyone 

has a voice
• Please keep sidebar conversations to a minimum.
• Please silence your phones.
• Use technology strategically.
• Please no videorecording of any part of the day.

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Agenda:
• Welcome 
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 
• Planning for Biliteracy
• Teaching for Biliteracy 

Recommendations
• Structures that work as a System

• Day 2 Closure and Exit Ticket

✅
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Materials for today’s session

High Leverage 
Biliteracy 
StrategiesResource 

Packet

Can Dos and 
Formative 

Assessments
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We take a systems approach to 
teaching for biliteracy 

where ALL stakeholders play a 
critical role 

in supporting instruction that 
ensures ALL students meet the 

goals of the program.
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Teachers Coaches & 
Specialist

Instruction
• Strategies
• Supports
• Grouping Styles
• Differentiation
• Integration and 

unit flow
• Classroom 

organization
• Increase in rigor
• Assessment and 

data use

Structures
• Learning 

environment
• Biliteracy 

Schedules
• Pacing
• Unit flow & rigor
• Planning
• Collaboration
• Language 

development
• Goals for PD
• Collecting and 

using assessment 
data

Classroom Support
• Using the context 

of the unit to 
support students

• Co-teaching and 
modeling 
instruction

• Planning for 
instruction

• Professional 
development

• Assessment and 
data use

School & District 
Leaders

10
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Where do you fall in Spanish?

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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WIDA Level Descriptors for our Self-Assessment
Levels of Spanish Descriptions 
1 - Beginner No such thing as lower than 1
2 - Some receptive Understands and responds 

with simple words and phrases 
3 - Can understand and 
produce with grammatical 
errors

May sound socially  fluent but 
still need academic linguistic 
register

4 - Can understand and 
produce most of what is 
said and written

Some challenges to 
understanding and production

5 – Very high functioning Receptive and productive with 
isolated instances of challenge

6 – Native like Receptive and Productive use 
12
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Strategic Pairing In the Classroom

63

52
41
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Strategic Pairing in this Session

Wharton, Teaching for Biliteracy Summer Institute, 2017

3 5

4 6

1 2
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Observers

15
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You do not need to be 
fluent in Spanish to 
observe instruction.
While students have 
been in the program 

since K and are no 
longer identified as 

‘learners’ of the 
language, they are 

still learning academic 
language and abstract 

concepts.

Focus on the 
pedagogy.

How are the abstract 
grade level concepts 
made more concrete 

and accessible?

16
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Can Dos and Formative Assessments Page 6

Part 1 Part 2 Part 3

17

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Engages ALL students 
actively and meaningfully 
using a variety of high-
leverage strategies and 
language supports.

Intentionally builds oracy 
(listening and speaking) and 

background knowledge in 
preparation for literacy 

(reading and writing) and 
content instruction 

throughout the unit
Includes a meaningful    
frame for learning: 
integrating content or a 
universal theme with 
language development and 
literacy instruction.

Strategically plans for the 
three linguistic spaces: 

Spanish, the Bridge, English 

Teaching	for
Biliteracy…

Characteristics of  Biliteracy Instruction
Pg. 17

18
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Handouts
Page 15

Biliteracy Unit Framework

19
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Sample Biliteracy Instruction:
Part 2

20
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Language Use Norms

• Respect regionalisms. 
• Use circumlocution.
• Avoid code-switching.
• Use this sentence starter:  ¿Cómo se dice… 

en español?
• Do not translate for your partner.
• Engage actively in the sample instruction.
• Be respectful students so that you can 

experience the strategies.

21
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Marking the Language of Instruction

22
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Engages ALL students 
actively and meaningfully 
using a variety of high-
leverage strategies and 
language supports.

Intentionally builds oracy 
(listening and speaking) and 

background knowledge in 
preparation for literacy 

(reading and writing) and 
content instruction 

throughout the unit
Includes a meaningful    
frame for learning: 
integrating content or a 
universal theme with 
language development and 
literacy instruction.

Strategically plans for the 
three linguistic spaces: 

Spanish, the Bridge, English 

Teaching	for
Biliteracy…

Characteristics of  Biliteracy Instruction
Pg. 17

How did you feel as a 

student?

As an observer, what 

did you notice about 

Biliteracy Instruction?

24
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What are the goals of Dual Language?

How does this type of 
instruction help students meet 

each of the three pillars?

25
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Agenda:
• Welcome 
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 
• Planning for Biliteracy
• Teaching for Biliteracy 

Recommendations
• Structures that work as a System

• Day 2 Closure and Exit Ticket

✅

✅
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We take a systems approach to 
teaching for biliteracy 

where ALL stakeholders play a 
critical role 

and all structures work together
to support instruction that ensures 
ALL students meet the goals of the 

program.

27
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Agenda:
• Welcome 
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 
• Planning for Biliteracy
• Teaching for Biliteracy 

Recommendations
• Structures that work as a System

• Day 2 Closure and Exit Ticket

✅

✅
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Page 18-19

29
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Page 16

30
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The recommendation I read ____.
The way I saw it reflected in 
sample instruction was ____.

p. 18 in 
Resource 

Packet

31
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Agenda:
• Welcome 
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 
• Planning for Biliteracy
• Teaching for Biliteracy 

Recommendations
• Structures that work as a System

• Day 2 Closure and Exit Ticket

✅

✅

✅

32



7/21/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 17

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Language and Content Allocation Plan
Determines:

Daily 
Schedules

Biliteracy Curriculum/Units

Materials
Classroom 

environment

33
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through Universal 
Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: 
Science, Language 

Arts

English to Spanish: 
Math, Social 

Studies, Language 
Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

34
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Language and Content Allocation Plan
Determines:

Daily 
Schedules

Biliteracy Curriculum/Units

Materials
Classroom 

environment
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through Universal 
Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: 
Science, Language 

Arts

English to Spanish: 
Math, Social 

Studies, Language 
Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts
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Es
pa

ño
l English

Student Seating 
in Groups

The Biliteracy Learning Environment

Pg. 16
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through Universal 
Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: 
Science, Language 

Arts

English to Spanish: 
Math, Social 

Studies, Language 
Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

38
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Student Seating 
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Sp
an

ish
 C

la
ss

ro
om

 L
ib

ra
ry

 

La
ng

ua
ge

, L
ite

ra
cy

, C
on

te
nt

 

The Biliteracy Learning Environment

ci
en

ci
as

Le
ct

ur
a

Es
cr

itu
ra

Re
co

no
-

ci
m

ie
nt

o 
de

 
pa

la
br

as
Pg. 16

El Puente/The Bridge 
39

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.comEspañol

Es
pa

ño
l

Student Seating 
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The Biliteracy Learning Environment

ciencias

El Puente/The Bridge 
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40



7/21/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 21

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through Universal 
Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: 
Science, Language 

Arts

English to Spanish: 
Math, Social 

Studies, Language 
Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts
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Student Seating 
in Groups
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 English Classroom
 Library 

Bilingual Books 
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 Language, Literacy, Content 

The Biliteracy Learning Environment

M
ath

SS
Reading
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Pg. 16
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English
Student Seating 

in Groups

English Classroom
 Library 

Bi
lin
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 B
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ks
 

Language, Literacy, Content 

The Biliteracy Learning Environment

Math Social Studies Reading
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RecognitionPg. 16
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Language and Content Allocation Plan
Determines:

Daily 
Schedules

Biliteracy Curriculum/Units

Materials
Classroom 

environment

44
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through Universal 
Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: 
Science, Language 

Arts

English to Spanish: 
Math, Social 

Studies, Language 
Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

45
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Pg. 29-30 

46
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• Which of the bullets did we experience?
• What other key characteristics do you 

see?
• What do you suppose is happening in 

the other language?

Pgs. 
29-31

47
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Pg. 2 of 
Resource 
Packet

48



7/21/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 25

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

49

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

• Identification and Data Gathering
• Programmatic Options: Creating 

Newcomer Services
• Instructional Practices
• Grading
• Addressing socio-affective needs

50



7/21/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Language and Content Allocation Plan
Determines:

Daily 
Schedules

Biliteracy Curriculum/Units

Materials
Classroom 

environment

51
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Pg. 35-36 

Standards-
based

Standards-
aligned

52
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through Universal 
Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: 
Science, Language 

Arts

English to Spanish: 
Math, Social 

Studies, Language 
Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map -4th Grade 50/50 

Standards-
based

Sample

Science
Language Arts 

Math
Social Science
Language Arts 

54
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map – 6th Grade

Standards-
aligned
Sample

55
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Key Characteristics of Biliteracy Maps

Map the entire year for each language – 
with English and Spanish side-by-side

By mapping both program languages side 
by side, redundancy is reduced

56
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Pg. 12

Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map- 4th grade

Property of 

C4T4B

What are some 
features you 

notice?

57
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Biliteracy Map Scavenger Hunt

• How does the biliteracy map reflect 
the program language and content 
allocation plan?

58
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through 
Universal Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Science, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Math, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

59
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade 50/50 

Green reflects what will be taught in Spanish

ALL of the Science standards for that grade level are 
incorporate across the year.
Science instruction is facilitated in Spanish all year long.
The Science standards are strategically bundled from 
concrete to abstract across the year.

60
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through 
Universal Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Science, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Math, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

61
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade 50/50 

Blue reflects what will be taught in English
ALL of the Social Studies standards for that grade level 
are incorporate across the year.

SS instruction is facilitated in English all year long.

The SS standards are strategically bundled from 
concrete to abstract across the year.

In this case, math is also taught in English and has its 
own map.

62
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through 
Universal Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Science, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Math, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

The Bridge is NOT on the map. 
It occurs at the end of every unit. 

The program language and content allocation 
plan guides the direction of the Bridge.

63
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Biliteracy Map Scavenger Hunt

• How does the biliteracy map reflect 
the program language and content 
allocation plan?

• Look at the literacy standards in the 
first Spanish unit and the first English 
unit. What do you notice?

64
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade 50/50 

The standards are bundled together 
into units that include content AND 
reading and writing standards

65
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade 50/50 

The reading standards are strategically 
selected and are usually not the same 
in units in each language. If they are 
the same genre (RL/RI), different 
standards are selected. Additionally, 
what the texts are about will be 
different. 

The reading standards reflect the 
organization of the standards.

66
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Organization of the CCSS Reading Standards K-12

Standard 1: 
Comprehension

Standard 10: 
With rigorous, 

grade level texts

The reading skills 
and behaviors that 

will be taught in 
this unit.

Informational 
Texts

Literary
Texts

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

67
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade 50/50 

The reading standards are strategically selected 
and are usually not the same in units in each 
language. If they are the same genre (RL/RI), 
different standards are selected. Additionally, 
what the texts are about will be different. 

The reading standards reflect the organization 
of the standards.

There is a balance between informational and 
literary text standards within and across each 
language.

68
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map – 4th grade 50/50
All the 4th grade reading standards (RI & RL) are 
represented on the map across the year. When 
standards are repeated, they increase in rigor.

69
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map – Kinder 80/20 
Similarly, the Writing Standards are different in each 
language, and they reflect the organization of the 
standards.

70
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Organization of the CCSS Writing Standards

Opinion NarrativeInformative

Standard 1 Standard 2 Standard 3

5

8

6 7

5

8

6 7

5

8

6 7

Standard 4 – For purpose, task, and audience
Standard 10 – Write routinely

1/3 1/3 1/3 © Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map – 4th grade 50/50
All the 4th grade writing standards (RI & RL) are 
represented on the map across the year. When 
standards are repeated, they increase in rigor.

There is a balance between the three types of writing 
(opinion, informational/explanatory, and narrative) within 
and across each language.

72
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Biliteracy Map Scavenger Hunt

• How does the biliteracy map reflect 
the program language and content 
allocation plan?

• Look at the literacy standards in the 
first Spanish unit and the first English 
unit. What do you notice?

• What do you notice about the focus 
of each unit across the year?

73
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade 50/50 

The units are strategically organized in a sequence 
from concrete to abstract, thus increasing in rigor 
across the year in each language.
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade 50/50 

• The map is organized from concrete to abstract, 
building in rigor and complexity across the year

• Science and social studies topics are addressed 
once. Each unit build on knowledge from the 
previous unit. 

• The writing standards describe what students will 
do with the content knowledge they develop

• The reading standards provide mentorship for what 
students will be expected to write

• The focus of instruction for each language is 
different, thus strategically planning for biliteracy

75
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map -4th Grade 50/50 

Standards-
based

Sample
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Resource Packet
Page 15

Biliteracy Unit Framework
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Language and Content Allocation Plan
Determines:

Daily 
Schedules

Biliteracy Curriculum/Units

Materials
Classroom 

environment
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through 
Universal Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language 
Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Science, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Math, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts
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Es
pa
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l English

Student Seating 
in Groups
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 English Classroom
 Library 

Bilingual Books 
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cy
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on
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nt

 Language, Literacy, Content 

The Biliteracy Learning Environment

M
ath

Social 
Studies

Reading
Ci

en
ci
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El Puente/The Bridge 

Le
ct
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a

Es
cr
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Re
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o 
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pa
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W

riting
W
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Recognition

Pg. 16
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map -4th Grade 50/50 
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Language and Content Allocation Plan
Determines:

Daily 
Schedules

Biliteracy Curriculum/Units

Materials
Classroom 

environment
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade

Teaching for Biliteracy 
is most effective when all 

the structures work 
together.
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Systems Approach to Sustaining Effective 
Biliteracy Instruction

Vision

Effective Instruction

Pedagogy

Language Allocation

Content Allocation

Classroom Environment, Schedules, 
Curriculum & Assessment, Materials

Te
ac

hin
g f

or
 Bilit

er
ac

y R
ec

om
m

en
da

tio
ns
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Pg. 2 of 
Resource 
Packet
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Agenda:
• Welcome 
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 
• Planning for Biliteracy
• Teaching for Biliteracy 

Recommendations
• Structures that work as a System

• Day 2 Closure and Exit Ticket

✅

✅

✅

✅

✅
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Page 45
Institute Resource Packet

88



7/21/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 45

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Pg. 2 of 
Resource 
Packet
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www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Handouts
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Institute Overview 
Page 4

Resource Packet
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Breakfast begins at 7:30 AM 
tomorrow morning in the big room.

We will begin promptly at 8:30 AM.
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Exit Ticket

Effective 
biliteracy 
instruction…
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