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Afternoon Breakout Groups
• Pk- 3rd Grade: Teachers, 

Administrators and Specialists: 
   Lumpkin

• 4th – 12th grade: Teachers, 
Administrators and Specialists: Stiha
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Teaching for Biliteracy
In Action!

La Cosecha - Santa Fe, NM
November 11, 2026

Melody Wharton, M.Ed.

Sample Instruction for Grades 4 thru Secondary

Please be ready for movement!
(And some FUN!)
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The Center for 
Teaching for Biliteracy

Dana Baum, M.Ed.Crystal Ramos, M.Ed.

Karen Beeman, M.Ed. 
Co-Founder

Melody Wharton, M.Ed.
Senior Consultant

Susan Pryor, M.Ed.
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• Characteristics of Biliteracy Instruction
• Sample Instruction: Part 1 Building Oracy and 

Background Knowledge
• Biliteracy Strategies
• The Biliteracy Unit Framework
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 The Bridge
• Session Closure and Evaluation
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This afternoon, participants will experience 
an entire biliteracy unit (which typically 
lasts 4-9 weeks), highlighting effective 
strategies to use with developing 
bilinguals.

The purpose of this breakout:

In other words, ….
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Materials for today’s session

Resource 
Packet
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Norms – 
As we look at teaching for biliteracy…
• Participate actively and interactively
• Use a growth mindset and make sure everyone 

has a voice
• Please keep sidebar conversations to a minimum.
• Please silence your phones.
• Use technology strategically.
• Please no videotaping of any part of the day.

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• Characteristics of Biliteracy Instruction
• Sample Instruction: Part 1 Building Oracy and 

Background Knowledge
• Biliteracy Strategies
• The Biliteracy Unit Framework
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 The Bridge
• Session Closure and Evaluation

✅
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Materials for today’s session

Resource 
Packet

Page 5
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Engages ALL students 
actively and meaningfully 
using a variety of high-
leverage strategies and 
language supports.

Intentionally builds oracy 
(listening and speaking) and 

background knowledge in 
preparation for literacy 

(reading and writing) and 
content instruction 

throughout the unit
Includes a meaningful    
frame for learning: 
integrating content or a 
universal theme with 
language development and 
literacy instruction.

Strategically plans for the 
three linguistic spaces: 

Spanish, the Bridge, English 

Teaching	for
Biliteracy…

Characteristics of  Biliteracy Instruction
Pg. 5
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This is the goal of biliteracy – students 
who are bilingual, biliterate, have high 

academic achievement and 
socio-cultural competence.

Spanish/Mandarin - English

English
Spanish/Mandarin

…and who can make 
metalinguistic decisions

© Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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In this session we will experience SLA 
and Science integrated dual language 
and biliteracy instruction designed for 

4th grade…

What can I gain from 
participating in sample 

instruction designed for 4th 
grade Science and SLA if I’m 

not a teacher or if I don’t 
teach that 

grade/subject/language?
12
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Teachers Coaches & 
Specialist

Instruction
• Strategies
• Supports
• Grouping Styles
• Differentiation
• Integration and 

unit flow
• Classroom 

organization
• Increase in rigor
• Assessment and 

data use

Structures
• Learning 

environment
• Biliteracy 

Schedules
• Pacing
• Unit flow & rigor
• Planning
• Collaboration
• Language 

development
• Goals for PD
• Collecting and 

using assessment 
data

Classroom Support
• Using the context 

of the unit to 
support students

• Co-teaching and 
modeling 
instruction

• Planning for 
instruction

• Professional 
development

• Assessment and 
data use

School & District 
Leaders

You don’t have to be bilingual to 
support effective biliteracy 

instruction.

But you do need to know what 
developing bilinguals need so you 

can support it within your role.
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Strategic Pairing and Grouping

Teaching for Biliteracy includes strategic 
pairing using a number of different variables. 

What are some factors you consider 
when grouping or pairing students?
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SALSA “Can-Do” Descriptors (Spanish Language Learning)

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy

WIDA CAN Dos – Are not Standards, they are a 
tool for planning which state what students CAN DO.
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Where do you fall in Spanish?

Melody Wharton - Center for Teaching for Biliteracy
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WIDA Level Descriptors for our Self-Assessment
Levels of Spanish Descriptions 
1 - Beginner No such thing as lower than 1
2 - Some receptive Understands and responds 

with simple words and phrases 
3 - Can understand and 
produce with grammatical 
errors

May sound socially  fluent but 
still need academic linguistic 
register

4 - Can understand and 
produce most of what is 
said and written

Some challenges to 
understanding and production

5 – Very high functioning Receptive and productive with 
isolated instances of challenge

6 – Native like Receptive and Productive use 
17
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Strategic Pairing In the Classroom

63

52
41

18
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These are the students I can expect to 
have in my classroom…
who is missing? Why?

In this session we will experience SLA 
and Science integrated dual language 
and biliteracy instruction designed for 

4th grade…

19
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Strategic Pairing in this Session

Wharton, Teaching for Biliteracy Summer Institute, 2017

3 5

4 6

1 2

20
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Hello, my name is ____. 

My role in teaching for 
biliteracy is __. 
What about you?

1. Find a place to sit where you can both 
see the screen. 

2. Introduce yourselves using the prompts 
below. 

21
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Instrucción 

22
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ciencias
Unidad 3 - Vocabulario

La 
palabra

Lo que 
significa

Un 
dibujo
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Engages ALL students 
actively and meaningfully 
using a variety of high-
leverage strategies and 
language supports.

Intentionally builds oracy 
(listening and speaking) and 

background knowledge in 
preparation for literacy 

(reading and writing) and 
content instruction 

throughout the unit
Includes a meaningful    
frame for learning: 
integrating content or a 
universal theme with 
language development and 
literacy instruction.

Strategically plans for the 
three linguistic spaces: 

Spanish, the Bridge, English 

Teaching	for
Biliteracy…

Characteristics of  Biliteracy Instruction
Pg. 5
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Institute Resource Packet online
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If the goals of Dual Language are…

…then we have to support our students 
on this pathway from the start.

26
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Strategic Pairing in this Session

Wharton, Teaching for Biliteracy Summer Institute, 2017

3 5

4 6

1 2
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Biliteracy Unit Framework

Instruction does not assume 
students have background 

knowledge or academic language.
 

Instead, instruction intentionally 
builds it.

28
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You do not need to be 
fluent in Spanish to 
observe instruction.
While students have 
been in the program 
since K and most are 
no longer identified 
as ‘learners’ of the 
language, they are 

still learning academic 
language and abstract 

concepts.

Focus on the 
pedagogy.

How do the supports 
help all students 

make abstract grade 
level concepts more 

concrete?

Pg. 5
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• Characteristics of Biliteracy Instruction
• Sample Instruction: Part 1 Building Oracy and 

Background Knowledge
• Biliteracy Strategies
• The Biliteracy Unit Framework
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 The Bridge
• Session Closure and Evaluation

✅
✅
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Language Use Norms

• Respect regionalisms. 
• Use circumlocution.
• Avoid code-switching.
• Use this sentence starter:  ¿Cómo se dice… 

en español?
• Do not translate for your partner.
• Engage actively in the sample instruction.
• Be respectful students so that you can 

experience the strategies.
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Marking the Language of Instruction

32
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Engages ALL students 
actively and meaningfully 
using a variety of high-
leverage strategies and 
language supports.

Intentionally builds oracy 
(listening and speaking) and 

background knowledge in 
preparation for literacy 

(reading and writing) and 
content instruction 

throughout the unit
Includes a meaningful    
frame for learning: 
integrating content or a 
universal theme with 
language development and 
literacy instruction.

Strategically plans for the 
three linguistic spaces: 

Spanish, the Bridge, English 

Teaching	for
Biliteracy…

Characteristics of  Biliteracy Instruction
Pg. 5

How did you feel as a 

student?

As an observer, what 

did you notice about 

Biliteracy Instruction?

35
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• Characteristics of Biliteracy Instruction
• Sample Instruction: Part 1 Building Oracy and 

Background Knowledge
• Biliteracy Strategies
• The Biliteracy Unit Framework
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 The Bridge
• Session Closure and Evaluation

✅
✅
✅

36



11/11/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 19

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Materials for today’s session

Resource 
Packet

Biliteracy 
Strategies

Pgs 6-7
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High Leverage Biliteracy Strategies

38
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Resource Packet Page 6
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Concept Attainment

pp. 81, 
82

Students use visuals 
and sentence prompts 
to identify the concept.

with Sentence Prompts and TPR

New vocabulary is 
introduced with visual 
and kinesthetic support 
to support meaning.

40
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Language Supports

42
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Sorted photographs to distinguish 
between renewable and 
nonrenewable natural resources

43
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Resource Packet Page 7

44
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Fish Bowl

p. 82 
& 136

Students become the model 
for demonstrating the 
expectation rather than the 
teacher telling students 
what to do.

45
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¿Puedo sacar las imágenes de la bolsa? ¡Claro que sí!

En esta foto observo....

Estoy de acuerdo/desacuerdo porque…
Y quiero agregar que….

Ahora es mi turno. 

Tomar turnos 
con todas las 

imágenes. 

Gracias. ¿Me ayudas a 
colocarlas boca arriba?

¡Por supuesto! Dame 
algunas y te ayudo.

Es un(a)…
Son….

Pienso que es un(a)…Pero no sé 
exactamente come se llama.

O Tal vez es…

No sé lo 
que es.  

¿Qué opinas?

47
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Resource Packet Page 7

48
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The LEA – Language Experience 
Approach with TPR 

p. 94 & 
pp. 104 - 

105

Students participate in 
a shared experience. 
Then, students co-
construct a text.
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Meaningful frame or Context in which this 
strategy was used.

Resource Packet Page 6
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• Characteristics of Biliteracy Instruction
• Sample Instruction: Part 1 Building Oracy and 

Background Knowledge
• Biliteracy Strategies
• The Biliteracy Unit Framework
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 The Bridge
• Session Closure and Evaluation

✅
✅
✅

✅
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Biliteracy Unit Framework

54
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Biliteracy Unit Framework (BUF)

56
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Sample 4th Grade Science/SLA BUF

Standards
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Sample 4th Grade Science/SLA BUF

Big Ideas
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Sample 4th Grade Science/SLA BUF

Unit Flow Chart
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Sample 4th Grade Science/SLA BUF

Unit Storyline
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Sample 4th Grade Science/SLA BUF

BUF Components

61
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Formative 
Assessments

62
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Sample 4th Grade Science/SLA BUF

Additional Resources

63
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Did my students achieve 
any of these outcomes?

• Identify examples of natural resources.
• Identify examples of energy and fuels that 

come from natural resources.
• Identify examples of renewable energy 

sources.
• Identify examples of non-renewable energy 

sources.

64
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade 50/50 
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade

66



11/11/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 34

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Es
pa

ño
l

Student Seating 
in Groups

Sp
an

ish
 C

la
ss

ro
om

 L
ib

ra
ry

 

La
ng

ua
ge

, L
ite

ra
cy

, C
on

te
nt

 

The Biliteracy Learning Environment

Ci
en

ci
as

Le
ct

ur
a

Es
cr

itu
ra

Re
co

no
-

ci
m

ie
nt

o 
de

 
pa

la
br

as

67

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through Universal 
Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: 
Science, Language 

Arts

English to Spanish: 
Math, Social 

Studies, Language 
Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through Universal 
Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: 
Science, Language 

Arts

English to Spanish: 
Math, Social 

Studies, Language 
Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map - 4th Grade
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through Universal 
Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: 
Science, Language 

Arts

English to Spanish: 
Math, Social 

Studies, Language 
Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Teaching for Biliteracy 
is most effective when all 

the structures work 
together.
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8th Grade Student Sample Schedule

Subject Language
Period 1 Social Studies Spanish
Period 2 Language Arts Spanish
Period 3 Elective English
Period 4 Math English
Period 5 Science English
Period 6 Language Arts English
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map – 6th Grade

74



11/11/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 38

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map – 6th Grade

• Argumentative Writing
• Informational Texts
• All texts about individuals seen as 

“heroes”

75
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map – 6th Grade

• Argumentative Writing
• Informational Texts
• All texts about individuals seen as 

“heroes”

• Narrative Writing
• Literary Texts
• All texts about “coming of age”
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map – 9th Grade
For World Studies
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map – 9th Grade
For World Studies
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Literacy Standards for 6-12th Grade

79
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Resource 
Packet 
Online

Standards-
based

Standards-
aligned
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Science, Social 
Studies, Language Arts

Language Arts (Through Universal 
Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, Social Studies, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: 
Science, Language 

Arts

English to Spanish: 
Math, Social 

Studies, Language 
Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• Characteristics of Biliteracy Instruction
• Sample Instruction: Part 1 Building Oracy and 

Background Knowledge
• Biliteracy Strategies
• The Biliteracy Unit Framework
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 The Bridge
• Session Closure and Evaluation

✅
✅
✅

✅
✅
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Materials for today’s session

Resource 
Packet

Pg. 8 
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Chapter 10
Pg. 133
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Language Use Norms – for adults

• Respect regionalisms. 
• Use circumlocution.
• Avoid code-switching.
• Use this sentence starter:  ¿Cómo se dice… 

en español?
• Do not translate for your partner.
• Engage actively in the sample instruction.
• Be respectful students so that you can 

experience the strategies.
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Marking the Language of Instruction

89
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The Bridge- Step 1
happens during the Spanish 

part of the day
and is

facilitated by the Spanish 
teacher
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91
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The Bridge- Step 2
happens during the Spanish 

part of the day
and is

facilitated by the Spanish 
teacher

92
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Español English
Los recursos 
naturales
Las fuentes 
de energía 
renovable
Los paneles 
solares
La energía 
solar
Las turbinas 
eólicas
Los 
combustibles 
fósiles

Step 2

93
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The Bridge- Step 3
happens during English 

portion of the day
and is

facilitated by the English 
teacher
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The Bridge- Step 4
happens during English 

portion of the day
and is

facilitated by the English 
teacher
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Español English
Natural 
resources
Renewable 
energy 
sources
Solar panels

Solar energy

Wind 
turbines
Fossil fuels

Los recursos 
naturales
Las fuentes 
de energía 
renovable
Los paneles 
solares
La energía 
solar
Las turbinas 
eólicas
Los 
combustibles 
fósiles

Step 4
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The Bridge- Step 5
happens during English 

portion of the day
and is

facilitated by the English 
teacher
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Natural 
resources
Renewable 
energy 
sources
Solar panels

Solar energy

Wind 
turbines
Fossil fuels

Los recursos 
naturales
Las fuentes 
de energía 
renovable
Los paneles 
solares
La energía 
solar
Las turbinas 
eólicas
Los 
combustibles 
fósiles

Español English

Step 5
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As a student, the steps I 

experienced were…

As an observer, I noticed…

Resource 
packet p. 8
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The Bridge- Step 6
happens during English 

portion of the day
and is

facilitated by the English 
teacher
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Reader’s Theater
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Debrief The Bridge
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The Bridge isn’t in the schedule.

So, when does each step take place? 
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What did we do 
during the Bridge?
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Resource 
packet p. 8
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These steps 
are 

a  framework 
to use for 
planning.

1

2

3

4

5

6
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Facilitated by 
the Spanish 
Teacher during  
Spanish Time

Facilitated by 
the Spanish 
Teacher during  
Spanish Time
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Institute 
Resource 
Packet 
Online

Steps 1-2

Start a new Science/SLA unit
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8th Grade Student Schedule

Subject Language
Period 1 Science Spanish
Period 2 Language Arts Spanish
Period 3 Elective English
Period 4 Math English
Period 5 Social Studies English
Period 6 Language Arts English

Steps 1-2

Steps 1-2
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8th Grade Student Schedule

Subject Language

Block Period
Science & 
Language Arts - 
Integrated

Spanish

Period 3 Elective English
Period 4 Math English
Period 5 Science English
Period 6 Language Arts English

Steps 1-2
Start new unit
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Facilitated by 
the Spanish 
Teacher During 
Spanish Time

Facilitated by 
the Spanish 
Teacher During 
Spanish Time

Facilitated by 
the English 
Teacher During 
English Time

Facilitated by 
the English 
Teacher During 
English Time

Facilitated by 
the English 
Teacher During 
English Time

Facilitated by 
the English 
Teacher During 
English Time
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Steps 1-2

Start a new Science/SLA unit

Continue SS Unit

Institute 
Resource 
Packet 
Online
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8th Grade Student Schedule

Subject Language
Period 1 Science Spanish
Period 2 Language Arts Spanish
Period 3 Elective English
Period 4 Math English
Period 5 Social Studies English
Period 6 Language Arts English

Steps 1-2
Steps 3-5
Steps 1-2
Steps 3-5
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8th Grade Student Schedule

Subject Language

Block Period
Science & 
Language Arts - 
Integrated

Spanish

Period 3 Elective English
Period 4 Math English
Period 5 Social Studies English
Period 6 Language Arts English

Steps 1-2
Steps 3-5

Start new unit
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Spanish 
Teacher or
During Spanish 
Time

Spanish 
Teacher or
During Spanish 
Time

English Teacher 
or
During English 
Time

Spanish to English Bridge

English Teacher 
or
During English 
Time

English Teacher 
or
During English 
Time

English Teacher 
or
During English 
Time

p. 8
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English Unit

p. 8
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Secondary Grades 6-12

Dual language 
Spanish 
medium 
teacher

Dual language 
Spanish 
medium 
teacher

Dual language 
Spanish medium 
teacher or partner 
English teacher

Dual language 
Spanish medium 
teacher or partner 
English teacher

Dual language 
Spanish medium 
teacher or partner 
English teacher

p. 8
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Step 
1-4

Step 6 Step 5
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The Bridge for Biliteracy: Non-negotiables

Two 
Purposes

Two Charts

Happens at 
the END of 

the Unit

Includes 
High Student 
Interaction
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The Bridge for Biliteracy: Non-negotiables

Two 
Purposes

Happens at 
the END of 

the Unit

Includes 
High Student 
Interaction

Therefore, to ensure successful 

planning and facilitation of the 

Bridge, in my role I must_______. 
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• Characteristics of Biliteracy Instruction
• Sample Instruction: Part 1 Building Oracy and 

Background Knowledge
• Biliteracy Strategies
• The Biliteracy Unit Framework
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 The Bridge
• Session Closure and Evaluation

✅
✅
✅

✅
✅
✅
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Institute Takeaways

• Teach language by integrating language 
scaffolding strategies in all activities.

• Language comprehension (oracy and 
background knowledge) are essential prior to 
literacy and content instruction.

• Group students strategically.
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Institute Takeaways
• A framework like the BUF organizes instruction 

that reflects evidence-aligned practices for 
developing bilinguals.

• It’s important to plan instruction at the year long 
level.

• Structures that work as a system ensure effective 
biliteracy instruction in every classroom, all 
stakeholders have a role and develop structures 
that work as a system.
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Pg. 2 of 
Resource 
Packet
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Pg. 2 of 
Resource 
Packet
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Conference Sessions

Reimagined & Rebuilt: 
One School’s Dual Language Transformation

Thursday, November 12, 9:40 AM
El Dorado – Zia A
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Handouts
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Materials for today’s session
Resource Packet

Page 2
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