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Teaching for Biliteracy
In Action!

La Cosecha - Santa Fe, NM
November 11, 2026

Dana Baum Hardt, M.Ed.

Sample Instruction for Primary Grades

Please be ready for movement!
(And some FUN!)
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• Characteristics of Biliteracy Instruction
• Sample Instruction: Part 1 Building Oracy and 

Background Knowledge
• Biliteracy Strategies
• The Biliteracy Unit Framework
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 The Bridge
• Session Closure and Evaluation
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This afternoon, participants will experience 
an entire biliteracy unit (which typically 
lasts 4-9 weeks), highlighting effective 
strategies to use with developing 
bilinguals.

The purpose of this breakout:

In other words, ….
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Norms – 
As we look at teaching for biliteracy…
• Participate actively and interactively
• Use a growth mindset and make sure everyone 

has a voice
• Please keep sidebar conversations to a minimum.
• Please silence your phones.
• Use technology strategically.
• Please no videorecording of any part of the day.

© Center for Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• Characteristics of Biliteracy Instruction
• Sample Instruction: Part 1 Building Oracy and 

Background Knowledge
• Biliteracy Strategies
• The Biliteracy Unit Framework
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 The Bridge
• Session Closure and Evaluation

✅
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Materials for today’s session

Resource 
Packet

Page 5
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This is the goal of biliteracy – students 
who are bilingual, biliterate, have high 

academic achievement and 
socio-cultural competence.

Spanish - English

English
Spanish

…and who can make 
metalinguistic decisions

© Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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Engages ALL students 
actively and meaningfully 
using a variety of high-
leverage strategies and 
language supports.

Intentionally builds oracy 
(listening and speaking) and 

background knowledge in 
preparation for literacy 

(reading and writing) and 
content instruction 

throughout the unit
Includes a meaningful    
frame for learning: 
integrating content or a 
universal theme with 
language development and 
literacy instruction.

Strategically plans for the 
three linguistic spaces: 

Spanish, the Bridge, English 

Teaching	for
Biliteracy…

Characteristics of  Biliteracy Instruction
Pg. 5
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This is the goal of biliteracy – students 
who are bilingual, biliterate, have high 

academic achievement and 
socio-cultural competence.

Spanish - English

English
Spanish

…and who can make 
metalinguistic decisions

© Teaching for Biliteracy, LLC
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In this session we will experience ELA 
and Universal Theme integrated dual 

language and biliteracy instruction 
designed for Kindergarten…

What can I gain from 
participating in sample 
instruction designed for 

Kindergarten ELA & 
Universal Theme if I 

don’t teach that 
grade/subject?
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Teachers Coaches & 
Specialist

Instruction
• Strategies
• Supports
• Grouping Styles
• Differentiation
• Integration and 

unit flow
• Classroom 

organization
• Increase in rigor
• Assessment and 

data use

Structures
• Learning 

environment
• Biliteracy 

Schedules
• Pacing
• Unit flow & rigor
• Planning
• Collaboration
• Language 

development
• Goals for PD
• Collecting and 

using assessment 
data

Classroom Support
• Using the context 

of the unit to 
support students

• Co-teaching and 
modeling 
instruction

• Planning for 
instruction

• Professional 
development

• Assessment and 
data use

School & District 
Leaders

12
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Teachers Coaches & 
Specialist

Instruction
• Strategies
• Supports
• Grouping Styles
• Differentiation
• Integration and 

unit flow
• Classroom 

organization
• Increase in rigor
• Assessment and 

data use

Structures
• Learning 

environment
• Biliteracy 

Schedules
• Pacing
• Unit flow & rigor
• Planning
• Collaboration
• Language 

development
• Goals for PD
• Collecting and 

using assessment 
data

Classroom Support
• Using the context 

of the unit to 
support students

• Co-teaching and 
modeling 
instruction

• Planning for 
instruction

• Professional 
development

• Assessment and 
data use

School & District 
Leaders

You don’t have to be bilingual to 
support effective biliteracy 

instruction.

But you do need a biliteracy 
mindset and to know what 

developing bilinguals need so you 
can support it within your role.
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Strategic Pairing and Grouping

Teaching for Biliteracy includes strategic 
pairing using a number of different variables. 

What are some factors you consider 
when grouping or pairing students?
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California Spanish
Language Development
Standards

15
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Point to stated pictures, t�
words, phrases
Follow one-step oral t�
directions
Match oral statements t�
to objects, figures or 
illustrations

Sort pictures, objects t�
according to oral 
instructions
Follow two-step oral t�
directions 
Match information t�
from oral descriptions to 
objects, illustrations

Locate, select, order t�
information from oral 
descriptions
Follow multi-step oral t�
directions
Categorize or sequence t�
oral information using 
pictures, objects

Compare/contrast t�
functions, relationships 
from oral information
Analyze and apply oral t�
information
Identify cause and effect t�
from oral discourse

Draw conclusions from t�
oral information
Construct models based t�
on oral discourse
Make connections from t�
oral discourse 
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Name objects, people, t�
pictures
Answer WH- (who, what, t�
when, where, which) 
questions

Ask WH- questionst�
Describe pictures, events, t�
objects, people
Restate factst�

Formulate hypotheses, t�
make predictions
Describe processes, t�
procedures
Retell stories or eventst�

Discuss stories, issues, t�
concepts
Give speeches, oral t�
reports
Offer creative solutions to t�
issues, problems  

Engage in debatest�
Explain phenomena, t�
give examples and justify 
responses
Express and defend t�
points of view
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Match icons and symbols t�
to words, phrases or 
environmental print 
Identify concepts about t�
print and  text features

Locate and classify t�
information
Identify facts and explicit t�
messages
Select language patterns t�
associated with facts

Sequence pictures, events, t�
processes
Identify main ideast�
Use context clues to t�
determine meaning of 
words

Interpret information or t�
data
Find details that support t�
main ideas
Identify word families, t�
figures of speech

Conduct research to t�
glean information from 
multiple sources
Draw conclusions from t�
explicit and implicit text 
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Label objects, pictures, t�
diagrams
Draw in response to a t�
prompt
Produce icons, symbols, t�
words, phrases to convey 
messages

Make listst�
Produce drawings,  t�
phrases, short sentences, 
notes
Give information t�
requested from oral or 
written directions 

Produce bare-bones t�
expository or narrative 
texts
Compare/contrast t�
information
Describe events, people, t�
processes, procedures

Summarize information t�
from graphics or notes
Edit and revise writingt�
Create original ideas or t�
detailed responses

Apply information to t�
new contexts
React to multiple genres t�
and discourses
Author multiple forms/t�
genres of writing

9DULDELOLW\�RI�VWXGHQWV¶�FRJQLWLYH�GHYHORSPHQW�GXH�WR�DJH��JUDGH�OHYHO�VSDQV��WKHLU�GLYHUVLW\�RI�HGXFDWLRQDO�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�GLDJQRVHG�OHDUQLQJ�GLVDELOLWLHV��LI�DSSOLFDEOH���DUH�WR�EH�
considered in using this information.

WIDA CAN Dos – Are not Standards, they are a 
tool for planning which state what students CAN DO.

English Language Proficiency

16
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Spanish Language Proficiency
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WIDA Level Descriptors
Levels of English/Spanish Descriptions 
1 - Beginner No such thing as lower than 1
2 - Some receptive Understands and responds 

with simple words and phrases 
3 - Can understand and 
produce with grammatical 
errors

May sound socially  fluent but 
still need academic linguistic 
register

4 - Can understand and 
produce most of what is 
said and written

Some challenges to 
understanding and production

5 – Very high functioning Receptive and productive with 
isolated instances of challenge

6 – Native like Receptive and Productive use 
18
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In this session we will experience 
English dual language and biliteracy 

instruction at the kindergarten level…

These are the students I can expect to 
have in my classroom…
But not much longer!
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Desire to sing 
Karaoke

Descriptions 

1 – No way You can find me home reading or 
watching a movie.

2 – I’ll be your 
audience

I’ll happily sit in the crowd and watch.

3 – I’ll sing backup Probably from the audience but maybe 
on the side if you hold the mic.

4 – With some 
help!

Maybe liquid courage or a group song?

5 – I’ll take a turn I’ll put in my song and wait my turn.
6 – Hand me the 
mic!

This is my favorite…and I’ll get you to 
join me!

20
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Strategic Pairing In the Classroom

63

52
41
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Hello, my name is _____. 

My role in teaching for 
biliteracy is _____. 
What about you?

1. Find a place to sit where you can both 
see the screen. 

2. Introduce yourselves using the prompts 
below. 

22
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What my English literacy instruction 
USED to look like…

Teacher’s 

Manual

23
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What my schedule USED to look like…

Teacher’s 

Manual

24
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Engages ALL students 
actively and meaningfully 
using a variety of high-
leverage strategies and 
language supports.

Uses language teaching 
strategies focused on L, S, R, 

W, intentionally building 
oracy and background 

knowledge for literacy and 
content instruction 

throughout the unit
Includes a meaningful    
frame for learning: 
integrating content or a 
universal theme with 
language development and 
literacy instruction.

Strategically plans for the 
three linguistic spaces: 

Spanish, the Bridge, English 

Teaching	for
Biliteracy…

Characteristics of Biliteracy Instruction

25
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Institute Resource Packet p. 3
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If the goals of Dual Language are…

…then we have to support our students 
on this pathway from the start.

27
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Biliteracy Unit Framework

Instruction does not assume 
students have background 

knowledge or academic language.
 

Instruction intentionally builds it.

28
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• Characteristics of Biliteracy Instruction
• Sample Instruction: Part 1 Building Oracy and 

Background Knowledge
• Biliteracy Strategies
• The Biliteracy Unit Framework
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 The Bridge
• Session Closure and Evaluation

✅
✅
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Sample Biliteracy Instruction

30
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Language Use Norms – for adults

• Respect regionalisms. 
• Use circumlocution.
• Avoid code-switching.
• Use this sentence starter:  How do you 

say… in English?
• Do not translate for your partner.
• Engage actively in the sample instruction.
• Be respectful students so that you can 

experience the strategies.

31
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Sample Instruction

32
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Sample Instruction

Kindergarten Unit:
Emotions and ELA

33
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In the blue 
column, I notice…

In the white 
column, I notice…

34



11/11/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 18

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

In the white column, I notice…In the blue column, I notice…

35
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I notice…. I think it goes in the ___ column.
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ha
pp

y

sad

excited

mad
scared

EmotionsEvents
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Say Something:

I learned…
I know…
I want to remember…

39
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This book is about _______.

40
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Over the next several days 
and weeks…
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Emotions

Emotions are the way we feel in any 
given moment.

42
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Our face

and body can show 
our emotion.
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Let’s do a feelings match!

How can you tell how each 
child is feeling?

afraid

44
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A:
This child looks _____ because ______.
Who else looks _______?

afraid

B:
I see ____, too. (happy, sad, mad, excited, scared)

Student who 
is Speaking 
level 4-6.

Student who 
is Speaking 
level 1-3.

45
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A:
I see _____. (happy, sad, mad, excited, scared)

Do you see _______? (happy, sad, mad, excited, scared)

afraid

Levels 1 or 2 would 
have simplified 
sentence frames 
and close teacher 
support.

Perhaps only 2 photo choices at a time

B:
This child also looks ____ because 
_____.

Student who 
is Speaking 
level 1-3.

Student who 
is Speaking 
level 4-6.

46
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Let’s reread.
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What about the character’s face and body 
tells us they are scared?

They look scared because…
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Let’s observe events and emotions!

49
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How do you know how someone is 
feeling?

I know someone is 
_____ when _____.
A _____ person may 
______.

50
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short a,   long a

a a
happy
glad

sad

mad

afraid

face

James

51
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I a m m a d .
Dictation/Dictado

J a m e s h a s

a h a p p y

f a c e .

52
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Wen I am sad my is
 can cri. I can fron.

Sample

53
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Summative Assessment: 
Emotion Charades
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Engages ALL students 
actively and meaningfully 
using a variety of high-
leverage strategies and 
language supports.

Uses language teaching 
strategies focused on L, S, R, 

W, intentionally building 
oracy and background 

knowledge for literacy and 
content instruction 

throughout the unit
Includes a meaningful    
frame for learning: 
integrating content or a 
universal theme with 
language development and 
literacy instruction.

Strategically plans for the 
three linguistic spaces: 

Spanish, the Bridge, English 

Teaching	for
Biliteracy…

Characteristics of Biliteracy Instruction

How did you feel as a 

student?

As an observer, what 

did you notice about 

Biliteracy Instruction?
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• Characteristics of Biliteracy Instruction
• Sample Instruction: Part 1 Building Oracy and 

Background Knowledge
• Biliteracy Strategies
• The Biliteracy Unit Framework
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 The Bridge
• Session Closure and Evaluation

✅
✅
✅
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Materials for today’s session

Resource 
Packet

Biliteracy 
Strategies

Pgs 6-7
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High Leverage Biliteracy Strategies
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High Leverage Biliteracy Strategies

60
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Resource Packet Page 6

61
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Concept Attainment

p. 81, 
82

Students use visuals 
and sentence prompts 
to identify the concept.

with Sentence Prompts and TPR

New vocabulary is 
introduced with visual 
and kinesthetic support 
to support meaning.

62



11/11/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 32

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

ha
pp

y

sad

excited mad

scared

EmotionsEvents
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Sorted photographs to decipher 
between events and emotions.
Can be sorting of manipulatives 
or realia.
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The LEA – Language Experience 
Approach with TPR 

p. 94 & 
104 - 105

Students participate in 
a shared experience. 
Then, students co-
construct a text.
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Meaningful frame or Context in which this 
strategy was used.

Resource Packet Page 6
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• Characteristics of Biliteracy Instruction
• Sample Instruction: Part 1 Building Oracy and 

Background Knowledge
• Biliteracy Strategies
• The Biliteracy Unit Framework
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 The Bridge
• Session Closure and Evaluation

✅
✅
✅

✅
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Biliteracy Unit Framework

72
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Biliteracy Unit Framework (BUF)
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Sample Kinder Universal Theme/ELA BUF

Standards
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Big Ideas

Sample Kinder Universal Theme/ELA BUF
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Unit Flow Chart

Sample Kinder Universal Theme/ELA BUF
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Unit Storyline

Sample Kinder Universal Theme/ELA BUF
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BUF Components

Sample Kinder Universal Theme/ELA BUF
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Formative 
Assessments

Sample Kinder Universal Theme/ELA BUF
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Did my students 
achieve any of 

these outcomes?

Sample Kinder Universal Theme/ELA BUF

• Identify feelings.
• Describe characteristics of feelings.
• Describe feelings self has in 

particular situations.
• Describe feelings others might 

have in particular situations.

81
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Additional Resources

Sample Kinder Universal Theme/ELA BUF
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map – Kinder 80/20

83
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Sample Yearlong Biliteracy Map – Kinder 80/20
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English
Student Seating in GroupsEnglish Classroom

 Library 

The 80/20 Biliteracy Learning Environment

W
ord 

Recognition
W
riting

Reading
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, 
Science, Social Studies, Language 

Arts
English to Spanish: Language 

Arts, Social Justice

Language Arts (Through 
Universal Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, 
Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, 
Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Science, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Math, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

6-8 Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Social 
Studies, Language Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Electives86
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, 
Science, Social Studies, Language 

Arts
English to Spanish: Language 

Arts, Social Justice

Language Arts (Through 
Universal Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, 
Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, 
Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Science, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Math, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

6-8 Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Social 
Studies, Language Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Electives87
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Es
pa

ño
l

English
Student Seating in Groups

Spanish Classroom Library 

English Classroom
 Library 

The 80/20 Biliteracy Learning Environment

Español

W
ord 

Recognition
W
riting

Reading

Es
tu
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MatemáticasCiencias
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Teaching for Biliteracy 
is most effective when all 

the structures work 
together.
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Es
pa
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l

English
Student Seating in Groups

Spanish Classroom Library 

English Classroom
 Library 

Bilingual Books 

El Puente/ 
The Bridge 

The 80/20 Biliteracy Learning Environment

Español

W
ord 

Recognition
W
riting

Reading

Es
tu

di
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MatemáticasCiencias
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Sample Program Language and Content Allocation Plan
Spanish The Bridge English

K
(80/20)

Math
Science

Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, 
Science, Social Studies, Language 

Arts
English to Spanish: Language 

Arts, Social Justice

Language Arts (Through 
Universal Themes)

1
(70/30)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, 
Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

2
(60/40)

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Math, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

English to Spanish: Science, 
Language Arts

Science
Language Arts

3-5
(50/50)

Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Science, 
Language Arts

English to Spanish: Math, 
Social Studies, Language Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

6-8 Science
Language Arts

Spanish to English: Social 
Studies, Language Arts

Math
Social Studies
Language Arts

Electives92
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• Characteristics of Biliteracy Instruction
• Sample Instruction: Part 1 Building Oracy and 

Background Knowledge
• Biliteracy Strategies
• The Biliteracy Unit Framework
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 The Bridge
• Session Closure and Evaluation

✅
✅
✅

✅
✅
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Materials for today’s session

Resource 
Packet

Pg. 8 
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Chapter 10
Pg. 133
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Language Use Norms – for adults

• Respect regionalisms. 
• Use circumlocution.
• Avoid code-switching.
• Use this sentence starter:  ¿Cómo se dice… 

en español?
• Do not translate for your partner.
• Engage actively in the sample instruction.
• Be respectful students so that you can 

experience the strategies.
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Marking the Language of Instruction
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ha
pp

y

sad

excited mad

scared

EmotionsEvents
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Our face

and body can show 
our emotion.

101

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Different events may cause our emotions to 
change.
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Step 2

The Bridge Transfer Chart
English picture/foto

The 
emotions
The events

happy

sad

excited

scared

mad
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Now during the Spanish portion of the 
day….

Step 3
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Mark the Bridge
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fe
liz

triste

emocionado/a enojado/a

asustado/a

Las emocionesLos acontecimientos
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La cara

y el cuerpo pueden 
mostrar las 
emociones.
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Los acontecimientos 
diferentes

pueden hacer que 
cambien las emociones.

109

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

English picture/foto Español
The emotions las emociones

The events los 
acontecimientos

happy feliz

sad triste

excited emocionado/a

scared asustado/a

mad enojado/aSi
de

-b
y-

sid
e 

Br
id

ge

Step 4
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Contrastive Analysis: Syntax and Grammar
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Girl/Niña Boy/Niño

English Español English Español

I’m excited! ¡Estoy 
emocionada!

I’m excited! ¡Estoy 
emocionado!

I feel scared. Me siento 
asustada.

I feel scared. Me siento 
asustado.

Contrastive Analysis: Pragmatics
Spanish has gender

112
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Elige la aventura:
Los estudiantes 
seleccionan los 
acontecimientos del 
cuento de un sombrero 
y luego deciden cómo 
se sentirá el personaje. 
Después actúan el 
cuento.

Step 6
113
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Debrief The Bridge
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What did we do during the 
Bridge?
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These steps 
are 

a  framework 
to use for 
planning.

1

2

3

4

5

6

116



11/11/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 59

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

p. 8 
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English Teacher 
or
During English 
Time

English Teacher 
or
During English 
Time
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Start new ELA/Universal Theme 
unit
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English Teacher 
or
During English 
Time

English Teacher 
or
During English 
Time

Spanish 
Teacher or
During Spanish 
Time

Spanish 
Teacher or
During Spanish 
Time

Spanish 
Teacher or
During Spanish 
Time

Spanish 
Teacher or
During Spanish 
Time
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Steps 3-6
Continue with SS/SLA or Sci/SLA 

unit

Start new ELA/Universal Theme 
unit

The next 
day…(and 
several 
days)

121
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Steps 
1-4

Step 6 Step 5
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English Unit

p. 8
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English Teacher 
or
During English 
Time

English Teacher 
or
During English 
Time

Spanish 
Teacher or
During Spanish 
Time

Spanish 
Teacher or
During Spanish 
Time

English Teacher 
or
During English 
Time

English Teacher 
or
During English 
Time

Bridge Steps at 
the conclusion of 
a Spanish Unit of 
Instruction

p. 8

124



11/11/26

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com 63

www.TeachingForBiliteracy.com

Steps 1-2
Start new SS/SLA unit or Sci/SLA 

unit

Continue ELA/ Universal Theme 
unit

Bridge 
from 
Spanish 
to English
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The Bridge in PreK
Happens at the END of the Unit
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Only a 
Transfer 
Chart is 
created
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PreK Contrastive Analysis
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The Bridge in PreK/TK

Step 6: 
Emphasis 

on listening 
and 

speaking 
in TK
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What is the Bridge?
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Transfer Contrastive Analysis

The Two Purposes of the Bridge
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The Bridge for Biliteracy: Non-negotiables

Two 
Purposes

Two Charts
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The Bridge for Biliteracy: Non-negotiables

Two 
Purposes

Two Charts

Happens at 
the END of 

the Unit
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The Bridge for Biliteracy: Non-negotiables

Two 
Purposes

Two Charts

Happens at 
the END of 

the Unit

Includes 
High Student 
Interaction
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The Bridge for Biliteracy: Non-negotiables

Two 
Purposes

Happens at 
the END of 

the Unit

Includes 
High Student 
Interaction

Therefore, to ensure successful 

planning and facilitation of the 

Bridge, in my role I must_______. 
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Agenda:
• Welcome & Introductions
• Characteristics of Biliteracy Instruction
• Sample Instruction: Part 1 Building Oracy and 

Background Knowledge
• Biliteracy Strategies
• The Biliteracy Unit Framework
• Sample Instruction: Part 2 The Bridge
• Session Closure and Evaluation

✅
✅
✅

✅
✅
✅
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Institute Takeaways

• Teach language by integrating language 
scaffolding strategies in all activities.

• Language comprehension (oracy and 
background knowledge) are essential prior to 
literacy and content instruction.

• Group students strategically.
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Institute Takeaways
• A framework like the BUF organizes instruction 

that reflects evidence-aligned practices for 
developing bilinguals.

• It’s important to plan instruction at the year long 
level.

• Structures that work as a system ensure effective 
biliteracy instruction in every classroom, all 
stakeholders have a role and develop structures 
that work as a system.
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Pg. 2 of 
Resource 
Packet
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Pg. 2 of 
Resource 
Packet
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Handouts
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Conference Session

Reimagined & Rebuilt: 
One School’s Dual Language Transformation

Thursday, November 12, 9:40 AM
El Dorado – Zia A
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Materials for today’s session
Resource Packet

Page 2
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